
Latin in Pop Culture Project (due on the first day of school) 
Ms. Becker                     NOMEN/DIES 
Latin IV 
 
As Latin IV students, it is my hope that you’re all fully aware that Latin and the Classics are everywhere in our 
world from the English words that we use to classical allusions in songs on the radio. In order to keep your 
Latin knowledge and analytic skills fresh this summer, you will be asked to identify the Classics in three works 
of popular culture. 
 
Directions: Please choose three different works of popular culture from the following mediums. You may only 
choose each medium once so you should have three different ones. For example, you cannot do two books, or 
two songs, etc. Think past just Latin words! Think about history, culture, mythology, etc. as well! 
● Fiction book  
● Movie or television show 
● Artwork 
● Advertisement  
● Song  
● Dance  
● Play/musical 

 
The final product for this project will be an MLA formatted essay. The essay should include 3 body paragraphs 
that answer the following about each pop culture item that you choose, as well as a short introduction and 
conclusion. The skeleton of the essay should be the following: 
 
I. Introduction 
II. Analysis of first piece of pop culture (through answering the questions below). 
III. Analysis of second piece of pop culture (through answering the questions below). 
IV. Analysis of third piece of pop culture (through answering the questions below). 
V. Conclusion 
 
Body Paragraph Questions (to be answered for each chosen piece): 
 
1. Identify how the classical influence manifests. 
● What is the classical reference in your piece? Be sure to identify multiple specific examples to prove 

your point. 
● Example: In Harry Potter, there are a variety of spells and names that derive from Latin words. I would 

expect you to identify this fact, as well as give clear examples of at least 3-5 spells/names (see one 
below). 

o “Remus Lupin”: His name “Lupin” comes from the Latin word lupus which means wolf.  
 
2. Justify how it enhances the piece. 
● How does the classical reference in your piece make the piece better and/or possible? 
● Example: In Harry Potter, Remus Lupin is a werewolf, so using the Latin word for wolf in his name 

makes this fact an even greater part of his identity.  
 
3. One sentence summary of the piece in Latin. 
● Yes, you have to write in Latin and yes, you can do it. It doesn’t have to be complicated, but it does need 

to make sense. Use your textbook or William Whitaker’s Words to help. 
● Example: Harrius Potterus est liber dē puerō quī venēficus erat et ad ludum magiae ivit. 

 



Again, your final product should be a five-paragraph essay with an introduction and conclusion introducing 
the pieces you chose and the body paragraphs focusing on each of the three pieces and answering the questions 
above. If you have any questions about the assignment throughout the summer, I will be checking my e-mail 
once a week. 
 
I truly hope that you enjoy doing this assignment and get a greater understanding of the classical references all 
around you! Happy Summer and see you next year! 
 


