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Earlier this spring, I was walking around 
Boston College through the beautiful campus 
when I noticed a student sitting on a bench as 
he read The Heights, BC's student newspaper. 
I stared blankly at the student for a full minute 
before I said to myself, “Why don’t we have a 

student newspaper at SJP?” Since that very day, my mind was 
filled with ideas for creating a student newspaper. Apparently, I 
wasn't the only one. How many of you knew that we actually had 
our own newsletter; The Saint Joseph Press, however, has been 
inactive since its first and only issue. After a series of discussions 
with Mr. Nunan and Mrs. Secondini, I decided to revive the school 
newspaper and rename it The TIE as an acronym after the school’s 
motto: “Tradition, Integrity, and Excellence.” I wanted our new 
media to tie our community together, to share good news on 
campus: teachers' marriages, college acceptances, team victories, 
and everything else.  

You may have doubts about the validity or importance of having a 
school newspaper. However, the founding of a proper school 
newspaper will be a stepping stone to building a stronger 
community. The benefits of having a student newspaper cannot be 
overvalued. A student newspaper improves communication 
among all groups in a school. It can give both students and faculty 
knowledge and understanding of school issues not otherwise 
available. It can interpret school rules and regulations and provide 
feedback on student reactions. The list goes on and on. For 
instance, in this very issue, we have a few articles about the debate 
over the benefits of having a school dress code.  

(continued on page 4) 

Join the Staff of The TIE  
during 2014-2015!

Stepping Stone to a Stronger Community 
by Seohyun Shim ’16 
Editor-in-Chief 
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On Friday, May 2, the class of  2016 traveled 
to the Cape for a retreat at Camp Burgess 
and Hayward. Despite a rainy start, the skies 
cleared and the students were able to enjoy 
a beautiful day connecting, as well as 
embracing the physical challenges of the 
high and low ropes courses.  According to 
Amanda Hernandez, “It was a really good 
day. We got to experience many challenges, 
and bond with each other.”  Sarah Murphy  
added, “Because we couldn’t complete the 
activities without working together, we truly 
realized how much we need each other.” 

On the high ropes course, students were 
pushed outside of their comfort zone as they 
worked their way through several difficult 
levels, bravely walking on tight ropes 30 feet 
in the air and then zip-lining through the 
camp. The students realized they were 
learning  valuable lessons through their 
experience outdoors. Natalie FitzPatrick  

remarked, “To my surprise, we don’t 
necessarily act the same way in a classroom 
as we do when we’re 30 feet in the air, 
hanging by a harness. It was great to bond 
with each other in a different environment, 
and we really are becoming like a family.”  
Bryan Williams added, “I’m not scared to 
fall anymore because I now know that 
someone will be there to catch me.”  

All in all, the sophomores had an 
outstanding day and grew even closer as a 
class!

Admissions Note 
by Mr. Faherty 

The Admissions office at Saint Joseph Prep is 
extremely excited to welcome the incoming 
Class of 2018! Once again, our rising ninth 
graders have distinguished themselves as 
young men and women of character and 
intellect with a wide variety of extracurricular 
interests. Each individual was admitted based 
on a consistent track record of demonstrated 
success as well as careful consideration for 
his or her future potential. Students will be 
coming to Saint Joe’s from several different 
Boston neighborhoods and a number of 
surrounding communities. While most of 
these young scholars are enrolling as 
graduates of a Catholic middle school, many  
will be joining our community as products of 
public schools, charter schools, or other 
secular independent schools.  

As with all current students at Saint Joseph 
Prep, those walking through our doors for the 
first time will be held to high expectations. In 
the classroom, on the athletic fields, in the 
robotics lab, or up on stage, these young 
people will be pushed not only to get 
involved, but also to lead! These are the 

future members of the National Honor 
Society, captains of athletic teams, and leads 
in the musical. So, when you see a lost or 
slightly terrified individual roaming the halls 
next Fall, remember that you, too, were once 
a freshman overwhelmed in a new school. 
Help that student find his or her History 
class, introduce yourself during double 
sessions, and make sure everyone feels 
welcome at Saint Joseph Prep. 

Mrs. Spencer and Mr. Faherty would like to 
thank all the current students as well as the 
faculty and staff for helping to recruit such a 
wonderful incoming group of bright, young 
minds. With everyone chipping in at the 
Open House, the Admitted Student 
Reception, Shadow Days, and on weekends 
when the High School Placement Test is 
administered, prospective students and 
parents are able to get even just a little 
insight into what makes Saint Joseph Prep so 
special. We are frequently complimented on 
the warmth, the sense of community, the 
evidence of rigor, and the enthusiasm that 
exists in our building. It is a credit to YOU that 
so many families seek a Saint Joseph Prep 
education for their child. 

At SJP . . . 
Exploring the Outdoors at Retreat 
by Ms. Gabriel

Did You Know . . . ?!
 
In each issue of The TIE, we will feature the Did You 

Know section, including a collection of interesting 
and random facts and observations about and by our 
classmates. 

• Best Wishes to the Class of 2014 who graduated 
on May 28. 

• Jenny Hobson ‘17 made her dog an Instagram 
account. 

• Patrick Lewis ‘15 made a romantic “promposal” to 
Maryellen Robinson ’15. 

• Atletico Madrid stunned Barcelona to claim first La 
Liga title in 18 years. Congrats Dante Salvucci ’17.  

• “Looking at American folks speaking Spanish 
during class is like watching myself speaking 
English with a British accent” Seohyun Shim ‘16 

• Joseph Aroush ‘16 loves the air conditioners in 
Mr. Smith’s classroom.  

• “To rising juniors: I’m selling my AP U.S. History 
book for $80. Contact me if u wanna buy it” Tim 
(Sungjun) Kim’15. 

• MaryEllen Robinson ’15 and Fatima St. Hilaire 
’15 qualified for the State Tournament in Track. 

• Congratulations to our newly elected Student 
Council leaders for 2014-15! 
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Words to Live By. . . !
In each issue of The TIE, we will feature 
an outstanding Chapel Speech.  The 
following speech was given by Anna 
Daher ’16 to her classmates. 

I am a very shy 
person. I am not a 
big fan of large 
crowds or public 
speak-ing. I some-
times forget that I 
am made in the 

image and likeness of God. I also 
sometimes lack the love for myself and 
confidence in myself I need in order to 
succeed. High school is a hard time. The 
more you try to fit in, the more you 
stand out. You can be your own 
toughest critic. I chose to express these 
ideas in a poem. Writing makes it easier 
for me to portray my feelings. The name 
of this poem is Love Yourself, Love the 
God in You, and Love the God Who 
Made You. 

God is the artist 
And we judge his work the hardest 
We are his masterpieces 
But sometimes our image of ourselves 
decreases  
We tear down the artist's work bit by bit 
As we see that we are unfit 
Our body, hair, and clothes 
To our personality, shoes, and nose  
While looking in the mirror  
We see our faults clearer 
Instead of seeing Jesus nearer 

Jesus tells us to love our enemies 
But sometimes we are the ones who 
cause ourselves injuries 
We are our own worst enemy  
For this we must find a remedy  
We degrade ourselves the most  
And drift farther from the coast  
On the coast is our Maker 
And he is a giver more than a taker 
He made us with a purpose in mind 
And that is what we must find 
Sometimes, when searching we lose 
hope 

But we must continue rather than sit and 
mope 

Remember God made us in his image 
and likeness  
In his eyes, we are the finest 
He sent his only son for us 
So we can share in eternal life even if we 
fuss 
We are told to see Christ in others 
So in turn Jesus is in you, me, sisters, 
and brothers 
We are temples with the Holy Spirit 
inside 
We must protect our temples and keep 
them with pride 

Everyone has their idea of perfect 
But I do not think any of these ONE 
ideas is correct 
There is perfect of different kinds. 
It comes in all sorts of shapes and 
designs  
When God looks at us 
He sees something many of us fail to 
He sees utter perfection 
And looks upon us with such affection  
We are his creation 
And for us he has much admiration 

You are a masterpiece made by God. 
You should love yourself because you 
are perfect in the eyes of God and the 
people who love you. This past 
weekend, I attended the Kairos retreat. 
Upon arriving, I did not know many of 
the people and so I stuck with the 
sophomores. However, as the weekend 
progressed, I made many new friends 
outside my grade level and a beautiful 
community was formed. I truly 
understood that God is love. I felt God's 
love for me through the love of others. I 
now feel that I have a family at home, a 
family at Saint Joseph's Prep, and a 
Kairos family.  I hope you all know how 
amazing you are. There has never been 
anyone like you, and there will never be 
anyone like you. So love yourself, love 
the God in you, and love the God who 
made you. 

!

Students Showcase their Talent 
at Arts Night!
by Mrs. Walkins 

Albert Einstein astutely observed, “Logic will get 
you from A to B.   Imagination will take you 
everywhere.” Here at SJP, our students have 
ample opportunities to use and expand their 
imaginations.  Whether they are designing a 
project in STEM class, performing with the 
Phoenix Players, writing an article for The TIE or 
creating a masterpiece in Ms. Chiusano’s studio, 
our students have plenty of chances to embrace 
the Arts and brandish their creativity. 

On Thursday, May 15, our students showcased 
and shared the fruits of their imagination when 
the SJP community gathered for Arts Night.  
Students, parents, faculty and friends who 
attended the annual celebration toured 
Phoenix Hall and traveled down the central 
stairway to the first floor, admiring the exquisite 
work of our talented student artists.  Juniors 
and seniors who are enrolled in Studio Art 
displayed their best pieces in Phoenix Hall, 
while the drawings and paintings of the 
younger Introduction to Visual Art students 
graced the walls of the corridors and stairway.  
In the words of Mr. Nunan, “The work displayed 
by our artists was more than impressive—it was 
inspiring.”   !
At the start of the evening, many of our 
musicians in residence gathered around the 
piano (played by Ju Eun Lee ’14)  to jam and 
provide jazzy background music while everyone 
admired the artwork and enjoyed refreshments.  
Later, members of the choir and the Phoenix 
Players also gave noteworthy musical 
performances to our appreciative guests. 
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Ms. 
Chiusano and everyone in the Fine Arts 
Department, students at SJP can practice the 
a r t s a n d 
stretch their 
imaginations 
throughout 
the year in 
anticipation 
of the annual 
c a p s t o n e 
event, Arts 
Night! 
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Stepping Stone . . .  !
(continued from page 1) 
 
As we launch our first issue of The TIE, we hope to achieve 
three immediate goals for next year: gain financial 
independence, broaden the horizons of communication 
in our school community, and develop into a full-size 
media. We seek to gain financial independence through 
advertising revenue.  Financial independence is essential 
for any and all forms of media based on ideals of 
neutrality. Secondly, we will strive to broaden the 
horizons of communication among different groups in 
our school community. We are planning to found “The TIE 
Research/Survey Center” as part of the initiative; through continual research 
and student surveys, The TIE will report on issues of the community, share 
good news on campus, and provide student reflections. We humbly begin our 
efforts with the 'Public Opinions' and 'Did you know…' sections in this issue. 
In addition, I personally believe we can all benefit from the creation of an ‘SJP 
Photo Database’ in collaboration with SJP Yearbook Club and Photography 
Club; the newly compiled database will make it easier for student 
photographers to share their work and for clubs to find pictures that they 

need. Lastly, we look forward to having our club grow next year in terms of the 
number of staff as well as contents and length of each publication. Our 
monumental first issue of The TIE is but eight pages long, in form of a 

newsletter. For the next school year, we hope to make it 
larger with more contributing members and broader 
contents such club news, and an addition of a cultural 
section.  

 Adequate means of communication is a conditio sine 

qua non, an indispensable condition, for a strong 
community. I am excited for the opportunity to be part of 
The TIE, as founder and Editor-in-Chief, and as an aspiring 
journalist. I hope The TIE may provide similar stepping-

stones for those of you who are interested in the field of journalism, or those 
who just wish to develop your writing skills. I would like to thank our 
wonderful faculty advisor Mrs. Walkins, and our proud members of The TIE for 
their dedication to this organization, for making The TIE a reality, and I look 
forward to a fantastic year together. 

!

The Phoenix was soaring at the 
recent Walk for Hunger!  On 
Sunday, May 4, our team 
gathered at SJP to set out for 
the annual walk.  Participants 
included: Hannah Burke ‘17, 
Jo Jo Duplan ‘17, Mary 
Forbes ‘17, Hayley Leger ‘17, 
Dong Su Kim ‘16, Sharon 
King ‘17, Sophia Sa'Ponte 
‘17, James Sitcawich ‘17, 

B e n j a m i n S t r a t t e r ‘ 1 7 , 
Jonathan Stratter ‘17, Alvin Sun ‘16,Emily Taranto ‘17, Elaine Wang ‘17, Mr. 
Faherty, Ms. Giblin, and Mrs. Osborne.  !
Thanks to our faculty leaders and student volunteers, and to “drivers” Mr. Salvato 
and Mr. and Mrs. Watson, Saint Joseph Prep had a real presence in this Boston 
tradition and raised much-needed funds to alleviate hunger in our city.  The 
group walked for nearly ten miles, with no complaints! !!!!

As the Robotics Team 1965 approached a new season, they 
faced the challenge of building a robot that was capable of 
shooting a large exercise ball through a goal and over a truss. 
With many new members learning things along the way and 
returning members like Nickolaos Tzigizis '15 guiding the 
way, the Robotics Team was able to successfully accomplish 
this task. At the first district competition held in Rhode Island, 

our driver Christopher Elize '16 and his assistant Alvin Sun '16 faced some 
hardships during the first few rounds. The robot, itself, had problems too, but 
with the help of Angela Marino '17, Sophia Sa'Ponte '17, Emily Taranto '17, 
and the great mentors, these problems were solved and everyone was put at 
ease. Christopher and Alvin  returned and finished off that weekend strongly. The 
following weekend at the second district event held at Northeastern University, 
Team 1965, the Firebirds put in a 
strong fight. With Christopher's 
unwillingness to back down and the 
aid of his fellow teammates 
Nickolaos, Melahicia, and Alvin, Team 
1965 placed 13th overall and 
participated as a key alliance in the 
semi-finals round, finishing the 
season strong.  

SJP Walks for Hunger                                                Team 1965 Enjoys Successful Season 
by Mr. Shiner                                                                                                                                                    by Melahicia Virgile ‘15

Adequate means of 
communication is a 

conditio sine qua non, an 
indispensable condition, 
for a strong community. 
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!
Being a scholar in the classroom is a great 
accomplishment in itself along with succeeding on the 
hardwood, field or ice. But to do both at the same time is 
very challenging to do, especially to achieve in both areas 
at a winning rate. There were two students this year who 
achieved that goal and deserved the distinction, "Scholar -

Athlete.” The Scholar-Athlete designation is an annual 
award at SJP given to the male and female of the senior class who dominate 
the classroom and their respective sports. !
Danielle Civitarese and Jinyoung Kim were quintessential Scholar-Athletes 
during the '13-14 campaign. Earlier this month, I conversed with the award 
winners and picked their brains via email while they were engrossed in their 
senior service along with AP tests.  The interview to me was pretty candid as 
neither of them seemed political in their answers. !
What was your initial reaction when you figured out you won the award? !
Both Danielle and Jinyoung were shocked that they won the award when 
Athletics Director, Mr. Jim Von Euw, told them one day after school. Danielle 
said it was "exciting" once she was informed she won the award along with 
being in "shock." Jinyoung said he was "surprised" and gave credit to the 
people who led him to the award by saying, "I was thankful to my coaches who 
worked for our teams so hard and it led me to get this award." !
How do you feel having your name immortalized on  a plaque? !
Having your name engraved onto anything is a prestigious honor because it's 
like being inducted into the Hall of Fame and leaving a legacy.  Jinyoung said 
he felt "honored and happy because there are only two people from our grade 
who will be on that plaque. Also, I feel that I will stay in school spiritually 
through my name on that plaque." What stood out to me the most is how he 
said he'll stay in the school spiritually with SJP being a Catholic school and he 
gets that it could've been anybody else but him. !
Danielle called it a "great feeling" and told me she felt, "as though I have done 
something memorable, and that my four years in high school meant 
something. It is a great feeling to be recognized for your hard work." Danielle 
found being immortalized on the plaque humbling and put herself on a path 
for greatness since 2010, and unlike most kids, she can leave knowing her high 
school career had meaning.  !
How did you manage being a scholar athlete? !
To excel in the classroom is great, but playing a sport at the same time is tough. 
One could assume that Danielle and Jinyoung had many sleepless nights. In 
my interview, Danielle alluded to my theory by saying, "I just had to find the 
right balance between my academics and my sports. I tried very hard to 

maintain honor roll, while still being very much a part of a sports team. I cannot 
lie, managing both sports and academics called for some late nights of 
studying and finishing homework, but in the end, I would not change it 
because I was doing what I loved." It takes a special person to maintain that 
balance Danielle was talking about because not many high school students 
could do what she has for four years.  Her ambition and drive to succeed was 
her motivation to be the queen among others. Danielle also said she has 
"always been an athlete" giving her an itch to play.  !
Jinyoung, on the other hand, admitted to being "lazy" at times but "enjoyed" 
learning despite his lackadaisical moments. Playing sports helps a teenage boy 
and girl prepare for soon-to-be adulthood and Jinyoung realized that by saying, 
"I loved to play sports for our school as a team and playing sports formed me to 
be better leader in class and sports." He took what he learned on the field and 
shared his wisdom of being a leader with others and those who are younger 
than him who may aspire to be somewhat like him in their senior year. !
Which sports did you play? And what did you like about it? !
Playing multiple sports is an arduous task and both Danielle and Jinyoung are 
human; meaning that they have their favorite sport and obviously there is 
something special about it. Danielle, played soccer, basketball and softball from 
her freshmen to junior year.  She  decided to omit basketball from résumé 
during her senior year due to college applications. I personally love the girls’ 
soccer team as they are the epitome of what a true team is; they are the San 
Antonio Spurs of high school girls’ soccer. Danielle concurred with my 
statement by saying, "The camaraderie was what I liked most about my sports. 
At many times, it felt as though we were one unit, a family, and not a team." I 
loved how she called her team a family; it shows the uniting bond they built in 
a short time. !
For the past four years, Jinyoung started his school year on the soccer field and 
ended it on the baseball field. Jinyoung has been an intricate part of the teams 
he has had been a part of in the past few years. He loves playing sports with his 
peers and the spirit of competition.  He said, "I love to play with other students 
who also can be a scholar-athlete. Also, I love to play against other teams, which 
help me to an eagerness for competition. Last but not least, it was the best way 
to get rid of my stresses from school, work and homework." Jinyoung's vying 
effort is why he is one of the best to enter the doors of SJP. 

     (continued on page 6) !

Scholar Athletes Excel in the Classroom and on the Field 
by Clevis Murray ’15 
Sports Editor 

Our Scholar-Athletes 
Danielle and Jinyoung.

MAY 30, 2014 Vol. I, Issue 1

�5



Scholar Athletes . . . 
(continued from page 5) !
Since you are leaving, what do you think your teams will remember you 
by? !
Danielle and Jinyoung were important pieces to their teams, and have 
bonded with many people over the years and hope that they're teammates 
remember them for much of what they did. Jinyoung told me he hopes his 
former teammates remember him, "as a captain who plant a mindset of 
winning as a team and losing as a team. Also, they remember me as a 
positive and smiling player." His team made the 10-win minimum to go to 
States.  

!
Danielle shared a similar propensity with Jinyoung by saying, "I hope that my 
team remembers me for my leadership, but most especially for my 
friendship. I always try to be there for my teammates, both on and off the 
field/court, because we are a family." !
Both Danielle Civitarese and Jinyoung Kim are humbled with the award of 
Scholar-Athlete and get that not many people will receive the award as there 
was a bevy of candidates and they were the chosen ones. Both could have 
been complacent and been average, but weren't.  Because of their go-getter 
attitude they will graduate with honors. Danielle and Jinyoung leave SJP with 
their heads held high, diploma in one hand and a book in the other and with 
a pair of sneakers/cleats on their feet. 

Summer 2014 Trends by The TIE Research/Survey Center 
by Jenaya Hobson ’16 !

As the end of the school year approaches, students are planning their summers. The TIE Research/Survey Center, an authentic student 
research organization of Saint Joseph Preparatory High School, has surveyed students from the  Class of 2017, the Class of 2016 and the  
Class of 2015, revealing key trends for Summer 2014. 

“Over the summer, I am planning to go 
to England.”   Christian Adams ’16  

“I want to get a head start on studying 
subjects for next year.” Andrew 

Donabedian ’17 
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The Teachers Weigh In . . . !
by Amy Yeo ’15 !!

The TIE staff interviewer, Amy Yeo, 
spoke to some teachers about the 
pros and cons of wearing a school 
uniform. !

Q: Do you think students should wear  a 
uniform?  
A: Yes 
    
Q: Why do you think they should wear 
uniform? 
A: They should wear the  uniform, because it 
gives them a sense of pride in our school and it 
makes all the students equal in their appearance. 
Also, it shows that at SJP we are one community.  !
Q: What is the benefit if the students wear a 
uniform? 
A: For the students, it is easier to get ready in the 
morning because they already know what they 
will wear.  Also people will not judge what they 
wear and how much their clothes cost. It 
encourages them to behave more carefully and 
more politely in our community and to other 
people.  !
Q: What do you think will happen if students 
don’t wear a uniform? 
A: I think that there will be more detentions 
handed out for dress code violations which will 
distract teachers from what they have to do in 
class.  Also, the administration will have a more 
difficult time ruling what students can and cannot 
wear.  !
Q: What does the uniform symbolize?  
A: The uniform symbolizes our school and lets 
others know our students are a part of the SJP 
community.  Wearing it is a mark of respect 
toward our school. 

An Argument Against School 
Uniforms 
by Maryellen Robinson ‘15 !

Parochial school students have a 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g h i s t o r y o f 
wearing uniforms. Uniforms 
have changed dramatically 
throughout the years, which has 
c a u s e d h e a t e d d e b a t e s 
revolving around the high 

expense and limited utility of the uniform, as well as 
the constrained individuality that hampers the 
growth of the adolescent.  We should continue our 
tradition of excellence by evolving along with the 
twenty-first century in altering the dress code attire. !
A universal criticism of school uniforms is the 
expense associated with items of clothing that one 
can only wear to school and school events.  Many 
have the belief that purchasing a uniform is a 
wasteful expenditure due to the limited utility.  
There is very little chance that a student will decide 

to wear his or her uniform to a cousin’s graduation 
party or on a Friday night. !
In addition to the expense and lack of utility, some 
object to the effect on the student’s individuality.  
Freedom of expression is extraordinarily crucial in 
today’s society.  By wearing a uniform, we are 
allowing school systems to hinder the growth, 
understanding and acceptance of our own self-
growth.  This is most definitely a compelling reason 
to change the dress code.  In today’s world, we 
witness way too many youth and even adults who 
are dissatisfied with their self-image.  This can be 
directly correlated to the conformity with peers and 
not being allowed to show their true colors. !
The cons of having a uniform are great.  We have 
updated to the twenty-first century in our education, 
so why not in our dress code?  Integrity is not about 
what we wear, it’s about how we act. 

A Solution to the Uniform 
Controversy 
by Jae Young Kwon ‘ 16 !

Let students dress freely: is it a 
t r a d i t i o n t h a t i s w o r t h 
preserving? Or is it an old-
fashioned symbol of restriction? !
The school uniform deprives 
students’ individuality and way 

to express their characteristics. On the other hand, it 
is a tradition and a great symbol of the community. 
Due to these contrasting aspects of wearing a school 
uniform, the school dress code issue has been 
controversial for a long period of time not only at 
SJP but also other private schools. In order to settle 
down this complicated controversy, we should take a 
close look at the pros and cons of having school 
uniform regulations.  

!
Strong advocates of school uniforms claim that the 
school dress code is a holistic tradition that 
distinguishes their institution from others’. In terms 
of tradition, and recognition, we must agree with 
advocates of the school dress code.  !
Meanwhile, opponents of the school dress code 
state that a school uniform lacks in usefulness and 
they highlight that most school uniforms are too old-
fashioned for current fashion trends.  !
As I mentioned, we should scrutinize advantages 
and disadvantages of having a school uniform. I 
suggest a solution. We can simply have more tag 
day at a reduced price. In this way, we can provide 
more financial support to the local community and 
can let students express themselves freely.  

We have updated to the twenty-first century in 
our education, so why not in our dress code?
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A Long, Messy, Grand Goodbye !
by Danny Donabedian ’14 
Student Council President 

I did not originally intend for this farewell 
to include an analysis of the word 
"Reflection". Indeed, this letter was meant 
to be a personal reflection on all of my 
experiences as both the president of the 
Student Council and a student here at 
Saint Joseph Prep. This letter was created to 

leave a legacy, but most importantly be a gateway through 
which I could impart wisdom or advice. This letter was to be a 
magnum opus and a jack of all trades: memorable, influential, 
but most importantly inspirational to the readers and to all of 
their future endeavors.  !
First and foremost, I would like to thank Seohyun Shim ’16, 
not only for encouraging me to write this piece but also for 
leading the movement to revive the school newspaper. The 
school newspaper is a fundamental lifeline to the culture of 
any school, especially for a school that has continuously proven 
to be an innovator of the arts and sciences, a leader in 21st 
century academics, and a wholehearted contributor to the 
community of Allston-Brighton. And there is no better school 
that I could think of to match this description than SJP. And, as 
far as a newspaper is concerned, it is always fun to catch up on 
all the awesome stuff that is going on throughout the halls of 
SJP, both during and after school.   !
But to begin my year in review, I cannot help but look back to 
and admire the participation of the SJP students. Spirit Week 
would have been as forgettable as waiting in line at the 
grocery store had not the students lived out each day to the 
fullest. And it's not just an active minority that embodies the 
meaning of Carpe Diem. I would say each and every one of the 
students gives a 110% whenever our school hosts an event. 
And, of course, it merely is not just participating in these 
events that makes them special; each student strives to build 
the community that unites us all. Nevertheless, Spirit Week is 
just one example. From local leadership to service trips in 
faraway places, to student-run assemblies with familiar faces, 
from athletics and clubs in all kinds of spaces, to the wide array 
of arts our community embraces, SJP is a home and a 
community I am proud to be part of. 

As I read over my essay, I wanted to add classic quips such as 
"It takes a second to say hello and forever to say goodbye" or 
"adventure never takes a holiday", but I did not, as you may 
have heard me say these things before. I do not want to repeat 
the same catchphrases, because no one wants to hear a record 
player that is stuck on one chord, unable to play different kinds 
of music. (We do have a functioning record player in the library 
and it works perfectly but that's going off topic...) So, I ended 
up scouring the Internet in search of catchy quotes that provide 
a meaningful message with a zing. When that did not work 
out, I went in search of stories, as I am a fan of storytelling, be 
it for serious life lessons or plain and simple humor. However, I 
concluded that the best story I could invoke is the unwritten 
story, the uncatalogued adventures of daily life. Now, for most 
students reading this, I do wish to let you know that time flies 
by in high school. These are cherished times. There are so many 
life lessons or experiences I wish I recorded; while I still 
remember some of them, over the course of weeks and 
months, some were inevitably forgotten. The most fascinating 
part about all of these experiences, are that, much like time, 
they are priceless. I have many times remembered that I forgot 
to remember all of the little things in life. A smalltime 
handshake, being cheered on by a friend, helping out an 
underclassman with math work, volunteering at a service site 
for a couple hours, learning about another culture, etc... these 
moments can be especially memorable. And no matter how 
seemingly insignificant they are, in the long run, these small 
events actually serve to define our character and reaffirm the 
impact we have on this world.  !
Looking over this reflection, I am reminded by one last central 
tenet. Be Happy! Just thinking about all the people that have 
impacted my life - all of my close friends, all of my teachers 
and counselors, SJP administrators, mentors, directors, friendly 
acquaintances, family members, and not to forget the dining 
and maintenance crews at school - filled my world with their 
loving presence and kindness. And for that, I am forever 
grateful.  
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