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SJP?s Student Council invites 
international students to its annual 
Thanksgiving dinner

by Anthony Khoory `19

On November 21, 2015,  the Student 
Council threw a Thanksgiving celebration 
at Cafe Phoenix for the school?s 
international students.  Approximately 50 
students attended, along with some of the 
faculty. Ms. Beach and Mr. Faherty 
prepared much of the food for the event.

A student, Elias Vollmer `17 from 
Germany said, ?It was fun. The food was 
good. I had a great time, the best time of 
my life!?

Student Council moderator, Ms. Griffith? 
talked about how different family 
traditions come together. ?[students] bring 
their family recipe tradition?s; you get 
them all in one meal,? Ms. Griffith said. 

Ms. Beach, ?the International Student 
Coordinator at SJP, who has organized this 
event every year, said, ?[SJP] is a new 

school; we should be creating new 
traditions.? 

She added, ?Most of these international 
students have never experienced American 
culture before. It's a great part of the 
learning experience, to share Thanksgiving 
together.? 

International students celebrate 
Thanksgiving in their own ways

by Seohyun Shim `16

Thanksgiving for most Saint Joseph 
students means a 5-day weekend filled 
with family, and food. But for international 
students, who are far from home, it means 
something different.

Anthony Ren, a sophomore from China, 
woke up on Black Friday morning and 
decided to spend his day shopping at a 
local mall with his friends

?Well, we don?t celebrate Thanksgiving in 
China, and I am here with no plans so I 
thought I?d meet up with friends from my 
old school and go shopping,? he said.

Ren went to a local mall with his group of 
friends and shopped for the coming winter 
season.                           (continued on page 2)

  Upcoming Events

Jan. 4 Classes resume

Jan. 11 Review Day

Jan. 12-15Mid-term Exams

Jan. 18 MLK Jr. Day 
(no classes)

Jan. 19 Faculty Professional Day 
(no classes)

Jan 21-24 Camden Service Trip 

Jan. 26 Academic Awards

Feb. 1-5 Catholic Schools Week 

Feb. 6 ACT Test Date 

Feb. 6 Winter Semi-Formal 
Dance

SJP Student Council. (photo by C. Beach.)

Students gather around the table for a delicious 
Thanksgiving dinner. (photo by C. Beach.)
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International students (continued from page 1) 

?I was with my friends, and I bought a whole lot of things,? 
Ren said. ?My parents weren?t here, but I had a fun time.?

However, Martine Bjøernstad, a junior from Norway, had a 
traditional ?American? Thanksgiving just like other domestic 
students.

?I went to the Thanksgiving football game, and I had my 
Thanksgiving dinner with my host parents,? Bjøernstad said.

She added that she was happy to spend her Thanksgiving with a 
friend, Jeonghun Kim, a junior from Korea.

?JK was there for the dinner, and my host parents enjoyed 
having him at the dinner.?

For aspiring gamers like Minhyoung Kang, and Jaehun Kim, 
a junior and a freshman from Korea, Thanksgiving Break was a 
time to pursue their passions in gaming.

?When the afternoon announcements ended on Tuesday, Jaehun 
and I both thought that we should take a break from school 
work and spend a good chunk of time on playing video games," 
Kang said.

"Many of the skills we learn in robotics are based around 
teamwork and how to work with people who have very 
different ideas than you. The great thing about robotics is that 
there?s no real right way to do anything; there?s lots of 
different ways to deal with the challenges we get every year." 
she explained.

After talking with a couple students involved in robotics this 
year, they agreed with Ms. Gipson on the fact that they are 
learning so many advanced techniques and important skills.

Team member, Sharon King `17 said, ?There are so many 
talented new people learning new skills that are necessary to 
robotics. I have a lot of hope for our build season and our 
robot this year?. 

She later went on to disclose that the robotics preseason has 
been going great, and with the skills and tools they have at 
hand, she  and the rest of the team expect a great year.

A terrific tool that the robotics team has been using for the 
past couple years, is the 3D printer.

Nailah Khoory `18, another member of the team, explained 
that the robotics team is lucky to be working with such great 
technology.

Khoory said ?With the programming we have been using, we 
were able to design different parts that could potentially be 
printed on our 3D printer for our robots.? 

The SJP robotics team is getting geared up for a fantastic start 
to their 2016 season and is prepared to take on the challenges 
thrown at them in the upcoming competitions.

 

SJP robotics team prepares for new season
by Kate Stanislaski `18

Three people involved in robotics were interviewed this week 
about the preseason for the robotics team. All three agreed that 
their time spent so far this year in robotics has been great and 
there are good things to look forward to in the upcoming 
season.

Every other Saturday since the beginning of September, the 
robotics team has met and prepared for their upcoming season 
which will start in January. Whether the students have been 
involved in the mechanical, programming, or 3D printing 
subdivisions of the team, all of them have come together to 
improve their skills and plan for the future of the team.

Ms. Gipson, the moderator of the robotics team, explained that 
not only do the students learn technical skills like using the 
machinery or programs, but they also learn skills revolving 
around their relationships with their teammates and themselves.

Sophia SaPonte and Zach Sun work on the computers with the 
robotics team mentor. (photo by N. Gipson)

Robotics team members prepare for the new season. (photo by N. 
Gipson)
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FEATURES

Interview with Ms. Creamer

By Kelli Aquino ?18

When presented with the opportunity to interview Ms. Creamer, 
one of the two new Spanish teachers here at SJP, I was excited. 
She is one of my teachers and I love learning in her class. She 
incorporates memories from her life into class time, and I was 
happy to learn more about her.

Ms. Creamer currently lives here in Brighton. She is originally 
from Long Island, New York and lived there with her parents 
and her now, 19-year-old sister. Ms. Creamer  came here to 
Massachusetts to attend Boston College, where she completed 
her undergraduate and graduate degrees.

When asked what inspired her to become a Spanish teacher, she 
said, ?Growing up, I fell in love with the language because of 
the teachers I had, and I also had many opportunities to learn 
and practice it. For example, during my senior year in high 
school, I was able to tutor middle school students in all 
subjects. I loved to interact with them and present information 
to them in a way tailored to that student. I put both of them 
together, and I became a Spanish teacher as it was a great mix 
of those two things.?

How Ms. Creamer came to teach here at SJP is a unique story. 
As she studied at BC, Ms. Creamer worked at the Roche Center 
for Catholic Education, while getting her masters degree. 
During her time there, she met current seniors, (then juniors) 
from SJP who were on a leadership retreat! She developed a 
relationship with them because she liked the way SJP was 
developing as a co-ed Catholic school and says, ?It was just 
luck that there was a job opportunity for me here at SJP!?

Before coming here to SJP, Ms. Creamer traveled all over 
Europe. In high school, she travelled to Italy and Spain with her 
parents and in college, was able to study abroad in Seville, 
Spain for a semester. During her time studying abroad, she also 
traveled to Ireland, Italy, France, and Portugal.

When asked about a favorite memory from her travels, Ms. 
Creamer replied, ?My favorite memory is a road trip with my 
friends, who also studied abroad; we decided to explore 
southern Spain for a weekend. We rented a van and even 
though we didn't know where we were going sometimes, we 
had a great experience because we were able to learn about 
what life was like outside of a major city.?

While studying abroad, Ms. Creamer found that her favorite 
food would have to be Tortilla Española, which is made with 
eggs and potatoes. According to Ms. Creamer, ?It is absolutely 
delicious!?

While back here in Massachusetts, Ms. Creamer says that in her 
free time, she plays many instruments such as the clarinet and 
the saxophone and also likes to read and spend time with her 
friends and roommates.

To conclude the interview, I asked what her most important 
goal was for her students here at SJP. She simply said, ?I 
want my student to feel comfortable in my classroom, and all 
other classrooms, to learn from me, grow, and expand on the 
knowledge I have taught them. I also want to help them to 
find what suits them best as a career.?

I would like to thank Ms. Creamer for her time.  I am so glad 
I had the opportunity to get to know her better and share her 
story with the SJP community.

Ms. Elizabeth 
Creamer, Spanish 
Department (photo 
by J. Shi)

Did you Know? - SJP has been involved in the 
annual OxFam fast since 2012.

by Erina Parker `16

OxFam America is an organization that began as a 
committee for Famine Relief in the 1940?s as a response to 
the dangerous circumstances many Greek refugees faced. 
Today OxFam in an international organization that has 
adjusted its structure to fit both the times and the changing 
needs of people, especially in developing countries. As of 
right now their current focus is the issue of poverty. 

One out of three people live in poverty; a reversible injustice 
according to OxFam. Their goal is to continue to grow and 
to increase the financial resources and impact of their 
program; it is a belief of OxFam that through their program 
they can help people living in poverty exercise their rights 
and improve their lives. In Saint Joseph Prep?s involvement 
in OxFam, we are supporting a great cause and helping to 
end the injustice of poverty.

For the past four years, right before winter break, the Saint

                                                                                  (continued on page 4) 
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OxFam (continued from page 3)

Joseph Prep community has held an OxFam fast. For an entire 
day, students who participate do not eat and have the privilege 
of staying at the school overnight. Ms. Gabriel, the Campus 
Minister, organizes and plans this event with the help of a 
student leadership team. They have been working to be sure 
that this year?s OxFam fast is enjoyable and highly 
anticipated. Even though the OxFam fast is very popular 
among students and faculty, there is an element of secrecy to 
it. 

Member of the student leadership team, Hannah Walsh `16, 
has been participating in the OxFam fast since sophomore 
year and is enthusiastic about participating again this year. 

She had much to say about the experience and responded to 
the doubts many potential  participants have, ?A lot of people 
are discouraged by the idea of not eating for the day," she said. 
"But OxFam is about more than just fasting. The idea of not 
eating shouldn?t intimidate you because you?re fasting with all 
your friends. Everyone is in it together.? 

OxFam not only offers a great experience, but it funds a great 
cause. All of the money raised goes towards OxFam America 
and their fight against the injustice of poverty. They  campaign 
for social justice by protesting unjust laws or policies, 
delivering relief in response to disasters, and making public 
education more available in order to change the way people 
deal with poverty. 

Opinion/Editor ial

College interview game plan

by Seohyun Shim `16

?After doing the mock interview 
and a real college interview, I 
would say bringing a résumé and 
having an upbeat personality 
with a story to tell is essential for 
success.?

In November, the seniors met with professionals from the 
Catholic School Foundation (CSF) to practice their interview 
skills. After completing a number of mock interviews and 
three actual college interviews,  I would like to share some of 
the things I have learned along the way.

Pr ior to scheduling an interview

- Review the interview policies, which vary from 
school to school. If the school offers interviews, you 
are strongly encouraged to participate.

The admissions office has scheduled your interview

- Study your subject.
- You will soon be reached by an alumni 

interviewer, or an admissions officer, if 
your interview is on campus.

- Do some research to know who your 
interviewer is.

- Practice your interview skills before you go.

Your interview is tomorrow. What should you do?

-  Carefully review your supporting materials
- Spell/grammar check your résumé  and 

make sure it?s clear and coherent. (Your 
interviewer will be very impressed.)

- If you?re bringing your portfolio or a 
project, make sure to pick out your best 
work.

- If you think your Common App essay will 
be helpful,  then bring it.

- Think about your repertoire
- Have a story to tell, and some talking 

points, especially regarding the materials 
you have brought with you.

- Decide what you?re going to wear before the day.
- And remember, it?s ALWAYS better to 

overdress than to underdress.
- Please leave your ?cool? pair of jeans and 

Red Sox tee shirt at home.

(continued on page 5)

On December 7, Mrs. Muth's AP Calculus BC class participated in the 
annual wedding to represent the union between the derivative (Deriva) 
and the integral (Integroom) as part of the Fundamental Theorem of 
Calculus. Sarah Murphy acted as Deriva  and wed Dong Su Kim the 
Integroom. Standing with them at the alter were Gianluca Giani as Best 
Riemann (best man) and Hermione Zhang as Related Rita (maid of 
honor). The class ate integral rice krispie treats at the reception 
afterwards to celebrate the union. (photo by K. Muth)



College interviews (continued from page 4)

Wait, but your interview is going to be a phone interview.

- Send in your materials a day or two before.
- This way the interviewer will have some 

time to review your materials.

Today is the Day

- Put on your game face
- Look flawless.
- Arrive 5 minutes early.
- Be confident.
- Be prepared, but don?t sound scripted.
- Be polite and respectful.
- If you or the interviewer is digressing, always bring 

the point back to you.
- Okay, baseball is cool. But what does it tell 

about you?
- Ask a lot of questions.

- Don?t ask basic question like "Does Boston 
College have a journalism program?? or 
"Does Georgetown offer Greek life?"

- That information will be available 
on the college website.

- Do ask specific questions
- For example: ?I have noticed that a 

lot of Northwestern students get 
MBA degrees although it doesn?t 
offer a Business Major or Minor at 
the undergrad level. How do 
students get the necessary credits 
for an MBA admission? Does 
Northwestern offer a special track 
for pre-MBA students??

- Ask questions about the interviewer's 
experience at the college.

- ?What did you like about _____ 
College??

- ?Why did you apply to ______??
- ?When?s your favorite time of the 

day at _______??

Your interview is over.

- Send a thank you note.
- Remember that the interviewer will have to 

write up a report about you to his or her 
school?s admissions office.

- Mention one or two things that you 
discussed with the person.

- End with a positive note, and say you?ll give 
him or her an update.

- Process how your interview went. 
- Discuss the interview experience with your 

family and college counselor. 
- This is a great way to help prepare for 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Mrs. Muth and the members of the National Honor Society 
once again sponsored the Angel Tree Project with inspiring 
success!   Our scholars (and their parents and guardians), 
along with our faculty and staff, did some amazing Christmas 
shopping in a very short period of time. We also raised 
significant funds from the recent Tag Day? over $600? all to 
bring the joy of Christmas to children and families who are 
struggling.  In addition, the Campus Ministry Team sold Candy 
Grams to support this worthy cause. Read the entire story on 
the SJP website. (photos by D. Shiner)

upcoming interviews. 

Keep in mind that this is a game plan that has worked for me. 
Do not be afraid to alter your own strategies or tactics.
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SPORTS

In recent student-faculty competitions, students take 
volleyball but faculty takes soccer

by Raphael Hanna 

The faculty lost a tough game to the girls volleyball team by 
final scores of 25-17, 21-25, and 25-19. The faculty, however, 
pushed the students to the max after forcing a third and final set.

Nevertheless, it was the students who were victorious over the 
faculty with strong returning skills and pinpoint accurate 
serving. Sharon King, a junior, was a standout in the game with 
her hard-hitting serves that became too much for the faculty to 
handle for much of the game. Haley Leger `17, Bekah Forrest 
17, and Audrey Mcdonough `17 all contributed with timely 
kills and blocks to propel the team forward. 

The faculty also had many strong contributions from Mr. 
Faherty, Mrs. Osborne, Ms. Beach, and Mr. Nunan. Ms. Gipson 
was a field general out on the court and was a vocal presence 
throughout the game. Mr. Koelsch also made significant 
contributions with his unorthodox, yet successful serving 
technique that left the opponents puzzled at its effectiveness. 

The faculty was able to avenge the loss of the volleyball match 
with an emphatic win over the students in the student-faculty 
soccer game with a score of 6-4. 

The faculty drew the first goal of the game and were able to 
maintain the lead for the rest of the game. Mr. Shiner and Ms. 
Hughes anchored the back with strong defense that gave the 
students fits all day. The faculty received strong contributions 
on offense from a variety of teachers including Mr. O'Leary, Mr. 
Roberts, and Mr. Faherty. Mr. Pasquinelli also got in on the 
action as he tipped one in off the redirection of a defender.  

On the other side, it was Vova Quigley `16 and Gianluca Giani 
`16 who each scored a goal as they tried to bring the students 
back from behind. Jack O?Dea `19 was also a strong 
contributor on offense as he was able to net one of his own for 
the fourth and final student goal. Hannah Burke `17 and Sarah 
Murphy `16 paced the students in the mid-field with good ball 
handling and playing both ways very well. Also, Jackie Joyce 
`16 was the tone setter on defense with her tenacity and 
attacking the 50/50 balls. 

The students ended the game with a bitter taste in their mouth 
and hope to erase their woes against the Faculty next time 
around.

Football team plays a game to remember on 
Thanksgiving

by James Sitcawich `17

The 2015 football season has finally come to a close.  The boys 
of the SJP-Matignon football team claimed the bragging rights 
as they beat Chelsea High School in what was a nail-biter.  The 
final score of the game was 18 to 12.  Both sides exchanged 
touchdowns in the first half and the second half of the game 
began with a tied ball game at 12-12.  After a scoreless third 
quarter,  the SJP-Matignon football team made one final push  
and drove the ball down the field and into the end zone.  It was 
an unbelievable game as it was tightly contested all the way 
through.

Since the football team?s passing game struggled the whole 
season, the coaches took the same approach as they did in the 
game at Mass Maritime.  Quarterback, Connor Lewis `18,  only 
threw about two passes.  The rest of the time on offense, 
running plays were being called.  The offense did their job as 
they moved the ball down the field in exchange for three 
touchdowns.  On top of that, the offense got a two-point 
conversion at the end of the game.  However, there is more to 
football than just offense.

On the defensive side, the team came out strong and played 
aggressively.  They communicated well, something they had 
struggled with in previous games.  The boys clearly wanted a 
win and they earned it.

Defensive end John McDonough `17 said, ?I thought everyone 
played their hearts out.  We really wanted this win and we got 
it.?    

Linebacker Andrew Cobbucio `18 said, ?It is a great feeling to 
win, especially on Turkey Day.?  

Overall, the team played better than they have all season.  
Football games are so much more entertaining when they are 
close, and this one was close in all four quarters.  

The player of the game was AJ Wilshire `17, who played safety 
and slot receiver.  Everyone was happy to see the seniors end 
their high school football career with a win on Thanksgiving. 
 Good job boys.

Gir l?s basketball captain talks about her expectations

by Raphael Hanna `17

After a relatively disappointing season by the Lady Phoenix last 
year that saw them miss out on the playoffs with a 7-13 record, 
the girls are back, hungry, and ready for the challenges to come 
this upcoming season. 

                                                                                            (continued on page 7)
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SJP students and faculty sing at annual Chr istmas 
concer t

by Joseph Aroush `16

On December 13, 2015, members of the Saint Joseph Prep 
community gathered at the Holy Family Chapel to listen to 
the annual Christmas Concert.  There were performances 
from the student choir, as well as a special performance from 
some of the faculty members; both were conducted by none 
other than Mr. Shiner.  Both of these groups did a fantastic 
 job at getting everyone in the Christmas spirit by singing 
classic Christmas songs that everyone enjoyed.

About 300 members of the Saint Joseph Prep family attended 
this wonderful event.  Senior Sarah Murphy said: ?The 
Christmas concert was a lot of fun.  My favorite part was 
when the teachers and both choirs sang ?Carol of the Bells.?  It 
was a great way to get into the holiday spirit.?

Many people do not realize all the behind the scenes work 
required to host the concert.  Mr. Shiner and the choir 
members spent many weeks rehearsing.  

Additionally, families of students and many others donated 
time and money for this event to be made possible.  Doing 
everything from decorating to donating gifts, these people 
provided a tremendous amount of help.  

Whether you were helping setting up, singing in the choir or 
sitting in the audience, this was truly a special day for 
everyone.
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Gir ls basketball (continued from page 6)

With a new season dawns new challenges and hopeful 
expectations as senior captain Patr ice Exconde will lead this 
year's young nucleus of rising talent.

Regarding her expectations this year, Exconde said, ?I?m looking 
forward to playing my last year with the team and playing as 
hard as I can every game and every practice.? 

Having played in a state playoff game in the past 2 out of 3 
seasons, Exconde brings experience and leadership to a team still 
learning the ropes. 

?I have really high hopes for the juniors who are on the varsity 
team,? Patrice said. ?I think that if the team is going to go to 
states they would need to step up because they all bring 
something special on the court whether it be defense or offense 
and I cannot wait to dominate with them.? 

The 9th grade and upper level student choirs performed holiday 
favorites like "O Come All Ye Faithful,"  "Mary, Did You Know," 
"Sleigh Ride" and "The Little Drummer Boy " at the December 13 
concert.  (photos by D. Shiner)

She also mentioned that she feels pressure for being the sole 
senior player on the team. 

?There is definitely pressure [of being an only senior player], 
but it just pushes me to perform to the best of my abilities. 
Being the only senior is such an honor and I feel so happy 
being able to lead the team one last time.?

Exconde added, ?Each year the program builds on what worked 
the year before while still trying to assess what did not work,? 
she said. ?It challenges players to improve and do their best 
while at the same time having fun. It?s been really great 
experiencing that in all four years that I have been on the 
team.?
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The SJP community gathered in Phoenix Hall on December 18  for 
the annual Christmas Program.

The program began with the lighting of the Advent wreath. Nine 
students then offered holiday prayers spoken in a variety of 
languages, including (among others) Korean, Portuguese, Arabic 
and Creole.

Reggie Fils `17 treated everyone to a reading of How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas. The audience applauded enthusiastically  at the 
end of the story when the Grinch's heart grew and he carved the 
roast beef.

The choir students and members of the Campus Ministry team 
presented Lessons and Carols recounting the Nativity story in 
scripture and song. At the end of the assembly,  everyone joined 
together to sing the beloved carol "Silent Night."

This holiday celebration was a grand way to kick-off the Christmas 
Break. 

 (photo by K. Faherty)


