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Strong showing from SJP fall athletics in state 
tournaments

by Raphael Hanna `17 

SJP ATHLETICS DEPT. ?  The athletics season concluded with 

much fanfare for all of SJP?s fall teams.  Throughout the 
autumn months, the student athletes played competitively.  As a 
result of their hard work, several of the fall teams qualified for 
the state tournaments.

The golf team and the cross-country team improved their 
win-loss record over last season, each setting new records.  
Golfer, Andrew Stefura `19, traveled to Lynn, MA to represent 
SJP at the CCL Championship tournament, and the cross- 
country runners competed in the CCL championship meet at 
Archbishop Williams in Braintree, MA.

In October, the girls?  varsity volleyball team scored their tenth 
victory, in a game against Triton Regional.  With that win, the 
Lady Phoenix secured a spot in the tournament.  In post-season 
play, they faced Winthrop High School in a tough match-up, 
resulting in a loss.

On the soccer field, both the boys and the girls elevated 
everything.  The varsity teams ended their seasons with 

impressive records and advanced through several rounds of 
tournament play.

The Saint Joseph Prep boys soccer team fell just three wins 
short of reaching its first ever Division 4 State Championship 
game.

The runner ups in the Catholic Conference League, the Phoenix 
finished the year with an overall record of 15-5-0.

After ousting top-seeded Maimonides by a score of 5-0 in a 
thrilling Division 4 North round of 16 game, SJP was stopped 
2-0 by St. Mary's in the sectional semi-finals.

In the round of 16 game, strikers Vova Quigley ?17 and Jack 
O?Dea ?19 each tallied two goals, while Gabe Hanna ?20 
scored his first career playoff goal, off a beautiful throw in 
corner from Quigley who earned the assist. Goalkeeper Lubens 
Benjamin ?19 stymied the Maimo attack and was able to 
record his twelfth shut-out of the season in net.

Captain Vova Quigley, was very pleased with the team's effort 
when asked about it after the game, ?The team came out with a 
lot of energy from the opening kickoff and I think that?s what 
made the difference," Quigley explained.  "We made the passes
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The boys soccer team  played some exciting games in the post-season. 
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SJP family gathers around the holiday table 

Kelli Aquino `18

CAFÉ PHOENIX ?  The aroma of homemade turkey, mashed 

potatoes, and stuffing permeated the SJP dining hall on Saturday 
November 19,  as friends from all grade levels joined SJP 
faculty and staff for the annual International Thanksgiving 
Dinner hosted by the Student Council.

Café Phoenix was adorned in a myriad of Thanksgiving themed 
decorations, from faux leaves spread out on the elongated table 
in the middle of the room to turkey centerpieces.  Anthony 
Khoory `19 commented, ?The foliage that adorned the walls set 
the Thanksgiving atmosphere perfectly!? 

In addition to the decorations, Student Council created multiple 
jar guessing games.  Students had to guess how much candy was 
in each jar. Sophia Pappas `19 and Bella Belarmino `19 
manned the table and collectively noted, ?A lot of people made 
very close guesses and were praying that they were going to 
win.? 

At that same table, students were also able to trace their hands 
on colored construction paper and write down what they are 
most thankful for.  

Some heartfelt responses included: 

?I am thankful for my SJP family.? 

?I am thankful for my brother and sister.? 

?I am thankful for a good education.? 

?I am thankful for my faith.? 

STUDENT LIFE Everyone cut out their paper hands so Student Council could 
create a mural of gratitude on the fourth floor bulletin board 
with the hand turkeys.

As students and faculty sat down to dinner, Hannah Burke 
`17  led the group prayer and then the feasting began. Sam 
Wu `18 said that his favorite food was the mashed potatoes, 
while Jamie Seo `18 said her favorite was the delicious 
turkey. Meanwhile, Fred Lu `18 said that his favorite part of 
the meal was not actually a main dish, but the gravy made by 
Mrs. Hanna, mother of Raphael and Gabe.

When the main course was finished and everyone had gotten 
their seconds and thirds, homemade pies à la mode were 
served for dessert. Vivian Ho  `18 stated, ?Apple pie was my 
favorite but the pumpkin pie was a close second.? Alyssa 
Moreira `20 and Gabe Hanna `20 both exclaimed 
simultaneously, ?Pecan pie? when asked what was their 
favorite pie. 
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Fall athletics  (continued from page 1)

we had to, we communicated well, and we scored when we 
had the opportunity to. That?s what made the difference today 
in the score being 5-0 instead of maybe being 2-0.?

However in the Quarterfinals, SJP faced off against an 
extremely tough opponent in St. Mary?s, who were ranked 
sixth in the bracket. SJP?s attack could not generate much 
offense as the tall back line of St. Mary?s was able to stifle 
the attack of the Phoenix. Despite a hard-fought effort, the 
Phoenix fell behind in the first half, by two goals, which was  
too deep of a hole to recover from.  In the end, the Phoenix 
fell by a score of 2-0.

Afterwards, Captain Dante Salvucci `17 reflected on a strong 
season. ?From the first practice to the last practice, you could 
see how much our team has evolved and developed,? he said.

The boys team will now look forward to the 2017 campaign 
where their young nucleus of players like Gabe Hanna `20, 
Richie Fleming `18, and Jack O?Dea `19 will look to make 
a bigger push in the tournament next season.

SJP Girl?s soccer shared much of the same success as the 
boys by finishing the season with a record of 15-4-1.

Captains, Hannah 
Burke `17, JoJo 
Duplan `17 and 
Cayleigh McMullan 
`17 led the offensive 
charge for much of the 
season. Burke was the 
lead goal scorer for a 
team that was loaded 
with offensive weapons 
with 7 assists and 15 
goals. McMullan and 
Duplan were also big 
contributors 
offensively, tallying 8 
goals and 3 assists each 
respectively. Ellen 
Cotton `20 also came 

on strong as a key contributor off the bench as a super sub.

(continued on page 7)

Hockey teams look forward to playing at new arena

by Katherine Honan `18

SJP ATHLETICS DEPT. ?  The boys and girls teams have been 

excited to play at the new Warrior Arena since it was built. The 
anticipation has been building and the coaches and players can't 
be happier that the season is here. 

The new rink is a replica of the TD Garden. It has the banners, 
ice logos, and a really cool sculpture of the Bruins bear made of 
hockey equipment.

The boys team is looking forward to a promising season. 
Sophomore goalie, Jack O'Dea, said, "The team is good at 
shooting, passing, and skating, the total package deal." 

In addition to their skills on the ice, the team has a exceptional 
leaders. The coaches make sure the players enjoy playing the 
game they all love.  At the same time, they know how to guide 
the team when it is time to be serious and focus.

The 2016-2017 season is the first time that the SJP girls hockey 
team will anchor their own team along with Mount Alvernia 
High School. Coaches Michael Scarlata and Taya Kent will be 
leading the team this year. 

Many of the girls are new to the team and the game of hockey. 
Shadi Lopez `19, who has never played organized hockey 
before, went out for the team because she wanted to join her 
friends on the ice and take on a new challenge. 

Lopez loves the practices. "The drills are beneficial for both the 
new and experienced players," she explained. The practices 
include skating, shooting, and passing drills that grow the skills 
of the team as a whole.

All in all, the hockey players look forward to an exciting season 
on new ice. 

Student-Athlete of the Month

Congratulations to Der ik Gr iffin `17, the 
Student Athlete of the Month for November.  
Derik is a four-year starter on the football team, 
who was elected captain by his peers. In the 
classroom, Derik is busy with honors and AP 
courses.  

Read more about this exceptional 
student-athlete on the SJP website 
(saintjosephprep .org/page.cfm?p=535).

 

SPORTS

Griffin makes a play on 
the football field. (photo 
from SJP Website)

The girls soccer team plays under sunny 
skies. (photo by S. Shuman)
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Campus Ministry raises money for a valuable 
cause

by Anthony Khoory `19   

CAFÉ PHOENIX ?   On Tuesday, November 15, students lined 

up for a special dessert at both lunches, as Campus Ministry 
hosted a bake sale to support our veterans. 

To spearhead this event, Jeonghun Kim ?17 approached 
Campus Minister,  Ms. Gabriel. Kim and his classmates, Emily 
Taranto `17, Kelli Aquino `18, and Martine Bjoernstad `17,  
did a wonderful job organizing the fund-raiser.  Kim created a 
bake sale spreadsheet to keep track of details and students ran 
the sale at lunch.

At the start of both first and second lunch, students flocked to 
the desserts faster than shoppers on Black Friday.  A wide array 
of delectable treats like cookies, cupcakes and chocolate- 
covered pretzels was available. Some interesting options 
included Oreo balls, cake pops, fudge, and snickerdoodles.

Aquino, who manned the bustling stand, noted that the 
brownies were the most popular dessert for sale. One minute 
she saw them and ?the next minute they were gone!?

Accompanying the bake sale, Campus Ministry also sponsored  
a patriotic tag day.  Students paid $3 to be out of uniform and 
wore red, white, and blue, camouflage or an armed forces shirt 
to honor the vets.  Most of the students participated in the dress 
down day, adding to the fund-raiser?s success. 

According to Ms. Gabriel, over $700 was raised to purchase 
toiletries, clothing, games, large print reading materials, and 
gift cards directly supporting America?s veterans at the VA 
Hospital in West Roxbury.

CAMPUS MINISTRY

In the spirit of the season, the National Honor Society once again 
sponsored its annual Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Little Sisters of 
the Poor in Somerville. Each grade level was assigned a specific food 
item to donate.  Grade 9 students donated packaged desserts, Grade 
10 instant mashed potatoes, Grade 11 boxes of stuffing, and Grade 12 
brought in canned goods.  Students also enjoyed a $3 tag day to raise 
money to purchase turkeys.  The Little Sisters could not have been 
more pleased with the efforts of our generous students when they 
arrived to pick up all the donations. (photos by Sydney Shuman) 

Students show off their patriotic attire in support of the veterans. (photo by 
Sydney Shuman)
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Student actors present Arsenic & Old Lace to 
enthusiastic audiences 

by Alyssa Moreira `20

PHOENIX HALL ?   On November 18 and 19, the Phoenix 

Players put on Joseph Kesselring?s hilarious comedy about 
murder,  Arsenic & Old Lace. The arts are a huge part of student 
life at Saint Joseph. Participating in the fall and spring 
productions is a great way for students to express themselves 
through acting.

Directed by Ms. Griffith and Mrs. Davis, our student actors 
worked hard to portray the comical tale of Mortimer Brewster, a 
New York drama critic (played by Anthony Khoory `19), his 
deceptively sweet elderly aunts, Abby and Martha (played by 
Kira Fernandes `19 and Lyndsey Gr ier `18, respectively) and 
their crazy family.   

Sarah Walsh `20, who played Mr. Hoskins and Mr. 
Witherspoon, shared a little bit about the plotline.  ?The play is 
about two elderly ladies who poison old men, and believe they 
are helping them by taking them out of their miserable, lonely 
lives,? she said. 

After months of rehearsal and memorizing lines, the play was a 
hit and packed a large audience for both Friday and Saturday 
night. Throughout Phoenix Hall, you could see faces in the 
audience light up with laughter and delight. 

Additional cast members with lead roles included: Michael 
Chmura `18 (Jonathan Brewster), Jeff Chen `20 (Dr. Einstein), 
Phillippe Legagneur `17 (Teddy Brewster) and Gabr iella 
Ribeiro `19 (Elaine Harper). 

After such fine performances, the Phoenix Players and the entire 
school community looks forward to the spring musical!

SJP Ar ts program grows and flour ishes over the 
years

by Gioia Guarino `19

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT ?  As SJP has flourished over the 

years, the school has transformed its Fine Arts program, 
offering opportunities both in the classroom and after school 
for students to explore their creative talents.

Here at SJP, all freshmen are required to take one semester of 
Introduction to Visual Arts.  

Mr.Ward, the Assistant Head of School for Academics, noted 
how the freshman art course has expanded over the years. ?The 
freshman art requirement began as strictly a visual arts course, 
but has since blossomed into a STEAM curriculum, offering 
students the opportunity to experience other forms of the Arts, 
such as graphic design, as well as theater (offered in previous 
years) and choir.?

As upperclassmen, young artists can continue their art 
education by choosing Studio Art, Advanced Studio Art, and 
Computer-Aided Design I and II as electives. Depending on 
the level of interest, Mr. Ward anticipates offering an AP Art 
course in the future for students who are interested in pursuing 
higher level fine arts courses in preparation for college.

SJP students can also explore their artistic, dramatic and 
musical talents through extra-curricular clubs and activities.  
Mr. Glozzy, the art teacher, hosts an after school Art Club. 
Musicians can share their singing talents by performing with 
the choir at liturgies or joining the A Capella club.  The 
Phoenix Players (SJP?s theater company), puts on fall and 
spring productions each year for  any aspiring thespians.  In 
mid-November, our student actors showcased Arsenic & Old 
Lace, bringing their weeks of hard work triumphantly  to the 
stage. It was a fantastic show! 

At SJP, there is something for everyone who wants to dive into 
the arts!

ARTS

Left: Jonathan Brewster (Michael Chmura `18)  unexpectedly drops 
in on his elderly aunts Abby (Kira Fernandes '19) and Martha 
(Lyndsey Grier `18). (photo from SJP website)
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Student Ambassadors make SJP grow As a family

by Gabe Hanna `20

ADMISSIONS OFFICE ?  The Student Ambassadors are an 

essential part of our SJP family.  Many of these students have 
taken the time out of their  days in order to represent our 
school, demonstrating  what makes SJP special at high school 
fairs, Open House and other events this semester.  Recently, 
some of the ambassadors assisted the Admissions Department 
as eighth graders came to SJP to take the High School 
Placement test.  During second semester, the ambassadors will 
host prospective students on shadow days, providing them with 
an inside look at a typical school day.

Johnny Varadan `18  believes that the student ambassadors 
help to bring the school community together.  ?Student 
Ambassadors set an example of what makes SJP so great, and 
drives our school to an exciting future,? he said.

Director of Admissions, Mrs. Spencer said, ?At many Open 
Houses, people just want to see as many schools as possible in 
one day. As Saint Joseph Prep, we want our ambassadors to 
show the new students and families why SJP is so great, why 
our community is the most diverse, and the best any school 
could offer.? 

Colleen Dooling `20, described her experience as a student 
ambassador. ?I think we add a feel of community to the school, 
whether it?s giving tours at the Open House or helping out at 
events on the weekends. The student ambassadors program 
helps SJP become a better place.? 

The student ambassadors bring a lot to the table when it comes 
to showing off what makes SJP special.

HSQS team attends Super Sunday

WGBH STUDIO ?  The High School Quiz Show team attended 

WGBH?s Super Sunday event on November 13. One of the 120 

teams to compete for a slot in the Season 8 roster of the public 

television program, Anthony Khoory ?19, Kelli Aquino ?18, 
Destiny King ?18, and Shanice Saint-Fleur ?19 performed 
well on the 50 question oral exam. They were particularly 
successful answering the math and science questions. The 
students represented SJP with grace and pride. The volunteer 
moderator who administered the test was impressed with how 
nice our scholars are. Congrats on a terrific effort!

SJP CLUBS STUDENT POLL

Thanksgiving Survey 

by Nailah Khoory `18

This month, more students than ever responded to our 
survey, choosing their favorite Thanksgiving dish and 
sharing for what they are most thankful. While most of 
the food staples were evenly favored, the obvious 
winner was "turkey and stuffing." Runner-up was 
mashed potatoes, with pie a close third. Cranberry 
sauce, while rich in color, is not a favorite among 
Thanksgiving diners at SJP. 

While nearly everyone responded that  they were 
thankful for their family, a few students and faculty had 
some eclectic responses:

Hannah Sansone `18 is thankful for  ?the roof over 
my head, including my bed.?

Ms. Hughes is thankful for ?my safety and the 
privileges I grew up with.? 

Cali Lapenta is thankful for God who ?watches over 
the car I drive.? 

Thanks to everyone who responded to this month's 
survey.  Watch your SJP inbox for an invitation to 
participate in the next TIE survey in January. 

The High School Quiz Show team  
spent a busy and enjoyable morning 
at WGBH on Sunday, November  13. 
(photo by L. Walkins)
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Fall athletics (continued from page  3)

In an exciting Quarterfinal game against the ninth ranked Notre 
Dame Academy, resulting in penalty kicks after a double 
overtime period, the girls were able to nudge out a thrilling 2-1 
victory with both goals coming from Burke. However, the girls 
were not able to repeat the same winning formula in the 
Semi-final game against the first overall ranked team in the 
tournament, St. Mary?s.

In a 5-0 loss where the offense was unable to produce at times, 
the defense continued to make plays along the back line to 
minimize damage from the St. Mary?s attack with impressive 
performances from Hannah Sansone `18 and Camille Taylor  
`19 in the backfield.

?It didn?t seem like a 5-0 game and it seemed like it could have 
been a different story if we were able to control the ball for 
longer stretches,? said McMullan. ?The score doesn?t reflect 
how our effort and intensity was on the field. It was a 
back-and-forth game. It was evenly played.?

Burke said, ?In the second half we played well and had 
opportunities. They have a great goalie. They put us under 
pressure a lot more in the first half. They had strong strikers 
who know how to put the ball in the net.?  She added, ?Just to 
get to this point, we have a lot to be proud of. We can?t be 
disappointed with the season we had after all the hard work we 
put in.?

Looking forward to the 2017 season, the Lady Phoenix soccer 
team will be eager and hungry to reassert their dominance as 
one of the premier teams in the Catholic Conference with a 
strong returning core of Hannah Sansone `18, Camille Taylor 
`19, Annie McElroy `19, Molly Wheet `20, and Ellie Cotton 
`20. 

 

International Thanksgiving Dinner  (continued from page 2)

Toward the end of the dinner, the winners from the jar 
guessing games were announced with a few close ones! 
Winners, Jeonghun Kim `17  Sophia Pappas `19, Jojo 
Duplan `17, Maren Strauss `19, and Elena Wang `18  not 
only earned the glory of victory, but also received the jars of 
candy, which they shared with others in the spirit of 
Thanksgiving.

Ms. Beach, SJP's International Student Coordinator,  
commented,?The reason why SJP annually hosts the 
International Student Thanksgiving is to have our American 
students show our International students how we come 
together as a family on certain holidays. This has become a 
tradition at SJP, and sharing a meal is a great way to show 
how we are all part of the same family no matter where we 
are from.?  

The International Thanksgiving Dinner is  one of the school's 
cherished family traditions.

Sophia and Bella look festive in their Turkey hair bands. (photo by L. Walkins)
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Congratulations to our scholars who made the 
first quar ter honor roll.

On November 15, the school community gathered in Phoenix 
Hall for the first quarter academic awards ceremony.  Students 
from each grade level were honored for their hard work and 
academic excellence. 

Read more about the scholars who made the Honor Roll and 
view more pictures on the school website. (saintjosephprep. 
org/page.cfm?p=535)

Seniors meet with GE executives to practice their 
interview skills

The seniors had a wonderful opportunity to practice for 
college interviews in Phoenix Hall on November 17.  

Ten executives from General Electric Corporation 
volunteered to participate in SJP?s Mock College 
Interview Day.  

The members of the Class of 2017 were thrilled to have 
the opportunity to fine-tune their interview skills.

Read more about the interviews on the school website. 
(saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535)

SJP ONLINE

Helen Aroush ` 17 participates in a mock interview on November 

17. (photo from SJP website)

Grade 12 Headmaster's Circle.  (photo from SJP 
website)

Grade 10 Phoenix Scholars.  (photo from SJP website)
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