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On Friday, February 13, many students 
and teachers hosted Multicultural Day. 
Due to blistering blizzards and 
seismological snowstorms, this day 
was rescheduled to be a week later than 
the intended date. The day began with 
a shortened schedule and students 
dressed in vibrant colors to represent 
their nationalities. Seven countries 
were represented by students who 
either were born there or traced their 
heritage from those nations. The 
Middle East, China, Vietnam, South 
Korea, Italy, the 
U.S.A., and Haiti 
presenters set up 
in classrooms on 
the fourth floor 
before students 
arrived.

Middle East: Lo- 
cated in south- 
west Asia, this 
region holds some 
of the best food in 
the world. Anna 
Daher ?16 edu- 
cated us about the climate, geography, 
culture, and monuments of Lebanon. 
Mr. Shiner shared the reason behind the 
flatness of pita bread; the yeast in bread 
needs time to rise, but nomads in the 
Middle East did not have time to wait 
around for the yeast. Falafel and 
hummus, both primarily made from 
chickpeas were served along with 
kibbeh, meat enclosed in bulgur grains, 
and pita bread. 

China: With 1.3 billion people, it is the 
most populated country. In a slide show  
given by Yilin Lu `17 and Shucheng 
Zhou `16, we learned about the 
printing of paper and zodiac symbols 

of the months of the year. Amelia Li 
`18 twirled around in the gown of the 
first queen of China, and Hermione 
Zhang `17 wore a contemporary blue 
Chinese dress while Cara Qiu `16 
dressed up in normal attire in their mini 
fashion show. In China, noodles are 
served with chopsticks in bowls around 
circular tables. As we left, a Chinese 
good luck letter was painted onto our 
passports. 

Vietnam: Nam Bui `16, Nickie 
Nguyen `16 and 
Tom Tran `15 
compared the 
cities of Hanoi 
and Saigon. Ha- 
noi is laid back 
with family time 
in the suburbs 
while Saigon is a 
more modern, fast 
paced party city. 
This long, skinny 
country borders 
China, Laos, and 
Cambodia on one 

side and the South China Sea and 
Pacific Ocean on the other side. 
Delicious spring rolls were distributed, 
and delicate wooden dragonflies were 
observed too. 

South Korea: With Tim Kim `15,  
Claire Kim ?16, Dong Su Kim `16, 
Yujee Song `15, Soo Park `15, Jessica 
Kwon `17, Jae Kwon `16, and The 
TIE's own editor-in-chief, Seohyun 
Shim ?16, we learned the word, 
annyeong, which means hello in 
Korean. Dressed in Tae Kwon Do 
martial arts suits,  the students 

(continued on page 2)

SJP Students Share Culture and Traditions
by  Nailah Khoory `18

The SJP Art Department is thrilled to announce that two of our 
students have been recognized in the 2015 Boston Globe 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  Congratulations to Dong Su 
Kim `16 and Jihae Kim `18.  Look for a feature article about 
our talented artists in the March issue!
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Culture and Traditions
(continued from page 1)

described their country's hobbies and main interests. They 
demonstrated Huts oy, or chicken fights, played on one foot 
with one leg crossed over the other.

I taly: As Nina Forcellati `15 presented her country, she made 
a geographical analogy.  She said, ?shaped like a boot, the 
country of Italy looks like it is kicking Sicily, a soccer ball.? 
The Colosseum, Vatican, Sistine Chapel, and Tower of Pisa 
are major monuments and places of interest in Italy. Famous 
painters such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo were 
Italian. Iva Penezic `15, Kate Orzechowski `15, Erina 
Parker `16, and Luciana Torcasico `16 served mock wine 
and Italian bread in the back while Gianluca Giani ?16 taught 
us some Italian words. We learned ciao which means hi and 
arrivederci which translates to goodbye. Grazie (thank you) 
Gianluca!

United States: Our nation was represented by Kelly Shea `15, 
Abby Harnois `15, Dufie Okyere `15, and Maryellen 
Robinson `15. They explained the significance of our flag and 
some of the founding fathers. The national anthem was written 
by Francis Scott Key in 1814 during the Battle of Baltimore at 
Fort McHenry. Apple pie is famous in the United States, and 
the invention of the chocolate chip cookie was an accident, but 
it has become popular since Ruth Wakefield made the first 
batch at the Toll House Inn in Whitman, MA.

Haiti: Dressed in their floral, flowing native skirts, Fatima St. 
Hilare `15, Jojo Duplan `17, and Neema Joseph `16 served 
ethnic Haitian food which is a large part of their culture. 
Tamare Adrien `15, Binah  Saint-Loth `15, Jordan  
Edouard `15, and Melahicia  Virgile `15 presented the 
history of Haiti, and then Chris Elize `16 taught us some 
Creole words. After the presentation, music played, and we 
saw some authentic Haitian dancing.

Well done to all of the rooms! Congratulations to Vietnam for 
winning the most interactive and interesting presentation. 
Thank you to Mr. Nunan for allowing this event to occur 
considering the amount of school we have missed, and many 
thanks to Ms. DeCost, Sra. Watson, Ms. Gabriel, and Mr. 
Pasquinelli for organizing this multicultural program. These 
countries are just a few examples of the various nationalities 
of students here at SJP.

March for Life: Taking a Peaceful Stand
by  Natalie Fitzpatrick  ̀ 16

The March For Life, an annual three-day pro-life rally full of 
many great experiences, took place from January 21 to 
January 23, 2015. Early one morning, eight students and two 
faculty members embarked on this pilgrimage to Washington 
D.C., accompanied by people from several other Boston 
Catholic schools. Our group made up 800 of the tens of 
thousands of protesters at the March For Life.

On the first day, after a long 
bus ride to Maryland, we had 
Mass at the Shrine of Elizabeth 
Ann Seton followed by a rally 
concert at George Mason 
University. There were so many 
young people there who were 
passionate about their beliefs, 
including some who had 
traveled all the way across the 
world for the event.

On Thursday, the day of the 
march, we began with an early 
Mass by Boston?s Cardinal 
Sean O?Malley. Then, we traveled to the Washington 
Monument with the other Boston schools, and the march 
started. It was a moving experience, and we felt very unified 
as we shouted out different chants together. Thursday was 
also a day of reflection. After heading back to the church, 
we participated in a group discussion, adoration, and 
Reconciliation.

On the final day of our trip, Mass was held at the University 
of Maryland's chapel with Father Matt Williams. The 
atmosphere was very energetic and engaging, and like the 
other Masses, it was accompanied by some great music. Of 
course, being in the nation's capital, we had the opportunity 
to go sightseeing and visit places such as the Arlington 
National Cemetery, the Lincoln Memorial, and the war 
memorials.

Finally, it was time to go home, and we returned to Boston 
around midnight. All of us had a great experience attending 
the March For Life, and it really opened my eyes to the 
importance of peacefully taking a stand against controversial 
issues.

Serving the Dear Neighbor in Camden
by  Erina Parker  ̀ 16

Author and artist, Mary 
Anne Radmacher once 
said, "as we work to 
create light for others, 
we naturally light our 
own ways." This past 
January, a collection of 
students from Saint 
Joseph Prep went to 
Camden, New Jersey, a 

city known for its abundance of crime and poverty, to have a 
life-changing experience and be lights for others.

After snow days that kept most people occupied with 
shoveling or sleeping in, Ms. Griffith, Mr. Scarlata and ten 
students embarked on a five-hour drive to Camden, NJ.  

(continued on page 3)
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Camden Service Trip
(continued from page 2)

Despite the incle- 
ment weather, they 
arrived on Thursday 
in good spirits, and 
everybody's posi- 
tivity spread at an 
unbelievable rate. 

Upon entering the 
Romero Center, stu- 
dents were allowed 
to socialize, and 
they were able to 
meet wonderful new 

people and personalities. The following day, they visited a 
center for the disabled and elderly, where the majority of the 
people spoke Spanish. The language barrier proved to be quite 
the obstacle, but the students managed to prevail. One 
participant, Maryellen Robinson `15, remarked that "a smile is 
the same in all languages", showing that the simplest of gestures 
can have the greatest of impacts. The day was humbling and 
filled the students with compassion and wonder. 

The trip allowed students from Saint Joseph Prep and various 
other schools to meet new people, assist the less fortunate, and 
have a one-of-a-kind experience. Students were empowered to 
explore and to understand social justice. They were given an 
opportunity to brighten the day of those around them, and they 
definitely took advantage of that.  Departing from Camden, the 
students truly felt that they left a real impact on the lives of 
those they had met.

Poverty is an issue we face here in America that is often 
overlooked, but it is not as straightforward as people would 
believe. It is hard for one to rise above the conditions he or she 
has been born into. Despite what many believe, it is not easy to 
change someone's entire lifestyle. It is impossible to avoid 
poverty; every country has its share of hardships and setbacks 
that affect its population. People living in poverty need help and 
that help can be given through donations, through charity, or 
through the simplest of acts of kindness, like a smile. 
Sometimes all that is really needed is a supportive presence, and 
that is what the Saint Joseph Prep community brought to the 
Romero Center.

 The Camden trip granted students the experience of a lifetime. 
In growing closer with one another and the people around them, 
they in turn grew closer to God. The students of Saint Joseph 
Prep traveled to a dangerous place with an excess of crime and 
poverty. With simple expectations, the students managed to 
brighten the day of those they encountered. They were able to 
light the way for themselves and for others in the few days they 
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spent with the members at the Romero Center.  Silvana 
Barbosa `15, Alison Coyne `15, Reggie Fils `17, Allison 
McIntosh `15, Sarah Murphy `15, Brianna O'Brien `15, 
Akua Okyere `15, Janyssa Reyes `15, Maryellen Robinson 
`15 and Zixi Sun `16 were given a unique opportunity to 
participate in the Camden program and were able to explore 
and expand their understanding of social justice. 

Black History Month

by  Kelli Aquino  ̀ 18

As you may all 
know, February is 
one month of the 
year set aside so 
that all American 
citizens can cele- 
brate and honor the 
past of African 
Americans who de- 
dicated their lives 
to helping America 
become a better 
and equal nation. 
Black History 
Month is also cele- 

brated in Canada, and the United Kingdom. 

This historical month was originally celebrated as "Negro 
History Week" in the United States in 1926 when historian 
Carter G. Woodson and the Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History announced the second week of 
February would be dedicated to the history of African 
Americans in our nation. This specific week purposely 
coincided with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (February 
12) and Frederick Douglass (February 14) who were both 
abolitionists during the nineteenth century. 

The development of Negro History Week to Black History 
Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United 
Students, who studied at Kent State University, in February of 
1969. The very first celebration of the Black History Month 
took place at the university a year later in February of 1970. It 
wasn't until 1976, when the United States celebrated its 
Bicentennial, that there was a formal change of Negro History 
Week to Black History Month. This change was officially 
recognized by the U.S. government. President Gerald Ford 
encouraged Americans to actively celebrate this month and 
"seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected 
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of 
endeavor throughout our history."

There are so many accomplishments that    African Americans 
have that have impacted our society today.   Here are some

(continued on page 4) 
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Ten years ago, a camera was a simple device. Its purpose was 
simply to quickly capture a moment worth remembering. 
Fast-forward 10 years from then to present day, and 
recognize that ?capturing a moment? has become ?capturing 
a moment 400 different times.?

Rather than enjoying an experience, photographing it at the 
right angle or with the right filter begins to overtake our 
mindset. For balls, music festivals, or dances, it seems the 
most important part of the event is the photo shoot.  The most 
important moment of the event is no longer truly living and 
experiencing it, but rather displaying what a ?good time? was 
had.

The true essence of experiencing memories is damaged 
through the disparity for likes, comments, and shares. If you 
got a good picture and made it look like you were having a 
good time, meanwhile the whole time you were worrying 
about said picture, prohibiting your ability to have a good 
time, was it all worth it? Our social lives seem to become a 
false depiction of the world we truly live in?and at our own 
expense!

As brilliantly stated in The Amish Project ?A moment lived is 
better than a moment documented.? So dare to not document.

From the Editor's Desk
by  Seohyun Shim ̀ 16

Dare to Not Document

The average person checks his 
phone about 110 times a day, 
according to journalist Victoria 
Woollaston, ?Deputy Science and 
Technology Editor at 
MailOnline. Recently, a post 
titled ?Addicted to Your 
Smartphone? Here?s What to 
Do? appeared on WebMD, a 
website dedicated to providing 
health information to the public. 
If addiction to technology has 
become a real affliction, why 
hasn?t the world realized that 
technology is spreading like a 

disease? Addiction to technology should not be a serious 
enough issue to reach WebMD. But it is, thanks to us.

Nowadays, it seems that a crowded restaurant isn?t as loud as 
it used to be. If you peer around at tables, you may notice that 
the tables with two or three guests sitting together may be 
completely silent: their necks are painfully angled towards 
their laps and their thumbs are moving at the speed of 
lightening. Perhaps if we lifted our eyes from our phones for a 
moment, we might notice the silence.

Addiction to technology seems to work as a chain effect. If 
one person begins rifling through their phone, their 
friends/family now have one less person to talk to, and resort 
to entertaining themselves on their phones. Soon, a meal, 
which was once a time to bond and converse about future 
events or experiences of a day coming to a close, becomes a 
near silent pastime with the added feature of food.

Maybe, just maybe, we can make it through the meal without 
refreshing Instagram three times within five minutes. Likely, 
we feel the need to do so because we are bored at the dinner 
table? that?s because we don?t take the time to manage a 
functioning conversation, with spoken WORDS.

Yet the battle with human nature and technology seems to be 
counterintuitive. Recently developed technology really is the 
future of communication, constantly introducing new ways to 
stay in touch with friends and family globally, ways to 
manage interviews and business overseas, and ways to 
communicate to friends through pictures and videos and 140 
character sentences.

However, technology is also the biggest barrier our planet has 
ever experienced to communication: technological 
communication is beginning to demolish real communication, 
something one might call human interaction.
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Black History Month
(continued from page 3)

inspirational stories of defiance and bravery that are just 
some out of so many:

Rosa Parks, the mother of the freedom movement, went 
against the Jim Crow Laws of the south that segregated 
blacks from whites, anywhere and everywhere. She was 
arrested for her resistance to give up her seat to a white 
passenger aboard a segregated bus, and as a result of her 
defiance, gradually eliminated segregated buses in the south 
along with the help of others through boycotts and public 
demonstrations. 

Fredrick Douglass, born as a slave in the North during the 
nineteenth century, escaped from slavery and lived to tell his 
story. He became an abolitionist and an orator who 
constantly spoke out against slavery. He was a believer in 
equality and as the Emancipation Proclamation was issued in 
January of 1863, you could imagine how relieved he was that 
his work and dedication had paid off.

 There are so many African Americans who have similar 
stories to those mentioned, risking their lives, making 
history, and changing our world by standing up for what they 
believe in: equality and justice for all. Though there are still 
many who do not get the recognition they deserve. That is 
why, every February, Americans, Canadians, and the citizens 
of the United Kingdom learn about and honor Black History 
Month.
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Chapel Speech: The Power of Forgiveness

by  Johnny Chen ̀ 17

I  believe in the power of forgiveness. I was born in a military 
family, and strict rules followed me throughout my entire 
childhood. My grandfather was a soldier who had fought in 
the Vietnam War. He always told me to be lion-hearted and 
afraid of nothing. His blood was always boiling, and ?punch 
him back? is the most common thing he taught me when I got 
into trouble. Unlike my grandfather, my father is a very 
reasonable man, and he always taught me forgiveness is more 
powerful than your fist. I have to say that his personality 
makes him look pretty strange in the family. He is always 
saying ?relax, have a cup of tea? while all the people around 
are yelling ?punch his face!"

When I was younger, I got into many fights with my 
neighbor?s little boy. The relationship between us got so tense 
that we did not even speak to each other even though we lived 
within the distance of a stone?s throw. My grandfather really 
enjoyed this war with our neighbor, and so did I. The only odd 
one in our family was my father. He tried so many different 
ways to fix the relationship between us, but it would 
eventually be ruined by my grandfather and me. My 
grandfather had several arguments with my father over this, 
and no matter how hard my father tried, my grandfather 
insisted on his stand. This war never seemed to end, until one 
major turning point.

After school one day, I stayed very late to finish a project. Out 
of the blue, rain started to pour down from the sky. While I 
was waiting for my father to pick me up, I saw my neighbor?s 
boy, Jack, standing in the rain with his umbrella. His umbrella 
looked so tiny in the heavy rain. I could tell from his face that 
he was very anxious. I knew he took the bus home everyday 
because his father worked a night shift and could not pick him 
up. Suddenly, I had a strange feeling that I should offer him a 
ride although I had just fought with him a few days before. 
Finally, I asked my father to drive him home. We did not even 
speak during the ride, but he said ?thank you? when he got out 
of the car. That ?thank you? really sounded wonderful. 

A thunder storm swept through our town that night, without 
any notice, and my family had to suffer hunger for a night 
because there was no place for us to buy food. My house 
blacked out after a loud clap of thunder. We were all in a 
panic. While we were trying to figure out what to do, 
somebody knocked on our door. I was astonished when it 
turned out to be my neighbor, Jack, standing there, holding a 
bag of food and candles. He handed it to me and rushed back 
to his house. That bag of food and candles helped us undergo 
that horrible night. My grandfather still said that they were 
being hypocritical while he was eating the bread from them, 
but I could see the gratefulness in his eyes through the 
blinking candle lights.

I went to apologize to my neighbors about what I had done to 

them in the past. Contrary to my expectations, they apologized 
to me as well, and offered me a dinner at their house. That was 
the first time that I felt how strong forgiveness is. It is stronger 
than the heaviest punch you could give.

I learned to solve things through forgiving those who make me 
angry; it works out better than all the fighting skills my 
grandfather had ever taught me. I still remember vividly what 
my father said to me, ?punching someone who makes you 
angry is the thing that everyone can do, but forgiving someone 
who punches you is the thing that a good man will do." Today, 
I am still holding this belief in my heart; forgiveness is more 
powerful than anything. That is what I believe.
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Saint Joseph Prep Hosts Admitted Student Reception

by Seohyun Shim ̀ 16

Saint Joseph Prep welcomed prospective members of the Class 
of 2019 to our annual Admitted Student Reception on February 
25. The event was highly successful in a way that it created an 
agora for admitted students to discuss what they hope to 
achieve and benefit from at Saint Joseph Prep.

The evening?s program consisted of current students? speeches 
and our Headmaster?s greeting in Phoenix Hall, short 
classroom demonstrations on the fourth floor, and a club and 
extracurricular fair in Café Phoenix, along with a Phoenix gear 
pop-up store.  Student speakers were Nailah Khoory `18, 
Prestly Getant `18, Raphael Hanna `17, and Maryellen 
Robinson `15. After the speeches were delivered in  Phoenix 
Hall, admitted students and their parents were guided by 
student ambassadors to four different classroom demonstrations 
on: English, STEAM, Cross-curricular Programs, and 
Renovation and Transformation. Demonstration speakers were 
Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Pasquinelli for English, Mrs. Muth, 
and Ms. Gipson for STEAM, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Poponyak for 
Cross-curricular Programs and Mr. Nunan and Mr. Faherty for 
Renovation and Transformation.

At the end of the evening, everyone was invited to Café 
Phoenix to connect with current students and faculty. Guests 
had a chance to learn about different extracurricular and club 
activities offered at St. Joe's. The reception was due to end at 
8:00 pm, but due to the continued conversations and inquires 
the dining hall was still bustling with activity well past eight.  
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Winter Sports Round-Up

by Clevis Murray ?15 

Day after day, night after 
night, snow day after snow 
day, with about 100 inches of 
snow, hands down, this has 
been the roughest winter in 
Boston history. With all that 
snow descending from the sky, 
the Saint Joseph Prep winter 
sports season still had to 
continue from start to finish. It 
was tough, with practices 
being cancelled and games 
being rescheduled.  But hey, 
our student athletes got the job 
done.

Girls Hockey: Of course, the one sport that's somewhat built 
for the winter is hockey, due to its cold environment and its 
being played on ice. I recently had the opportunity to talk to 
Natalie Fitzpatrick `16 regarding the girls hockey team, and 
she was enthusiastic about their recent season.

In our conversation, she talked about how this season 
compared to last year.  She was happy with the new co-op and 
coaching staff which put the team at a great advantage.  With 
eighteen players instead of last year?s eight, they were much 
more productive as a team.  The co-op consists of players from 
Mt. Alvernia and Boston Latin Academy, along with SJP. 
Natalie noted, ?The BLA girls are extremely talented, and 
having played with some of them before, I knew they would 
help us get a few wins. Our new head coach is also a really 
nice guy who made it a successful season."

Although the transition to the new co-op was a challenge in 
some ways, the experience helped Natalie develop as a person 
as well as a team member.  She said, "Patience was needed 
from everyone as we tried to figure out how to combine two 
teams into one. What caused frustration for me was not being 
able to play defense all the time, as BLA already had several 
defensemen. Being put on forward was a tough change, but to 
my surprise, trying it allowed me to get more assists and see 
the ice from a different viewpoint. Hockey is really just a team 
sport in general; you have to do your part, and it will be worth 
it in the end."

Boys Hockey: The boys hockey team also struggled this 
season, but still enjoyed the game of hockey despite the wins 
or losses they accumulated for the school. Hopefully, going 
forward the boys can improve on the ice as there is an influx of 
hockey players who have been accepted to SJP, and will 
hopefully commit to being educated and playing here.  Ryan 
Curtis `15 deserves a special shoutout, because he has 
constantly been a plug for the team, consistently promoting the 
games via social media.

Girls Basketball: After being seeded No. 2 in the league last 
year and advancing to the second-round of the state 
tournament, the girls basketball team hoped to make some 
similar noise in the league despite losing a few players from the 
Class of 2014. The girls team this year didn't quite live up to 
their spectacular season last year, but still tried their best during 
every game.  It'll be a great question to see where the girls 
basketball program goes in the future with the main players on 
this year's team being seniors. Hannah Sansone `18 and 
Sharon King `17, your time has come.

Boys Basketball: This year, the boys basketball team, as a unit, 
looked around the locker room and were hoping to get a few 
wins and end up with a respectable season. This year was 
another struggle, but according to our coaches, we are known 
around the league as a team that never gives up despite the 
margin. It?s good to never give up, but there comes a certain 
point where you want to be known as winners along with guys 
who win ?  we tried and weren't successful.

Next year, the boys basketball team should be in good hands 
with head coach John McCarrick, and the bevy of players who 
play the game of basketball at SJP.  Plus, coach McCarrick 
plans on having the guys meet during the summer for workouts, 
so expect the Phoenix to rise!
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Congratulations to our winter athletes  who earned All-League 
honors: Lexi Corey `15 and Rachel Sansone `15 (Girls 
Basketball) Anthony Malary `15 (Boys Basketball) Alex 
Afanasiev `15 (Boys Hockey) Vova Quigley `16 and Jackie 
Joyce `16 (Swimming) .
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Valentine's Day /  Why Love is in the Air

by Kelli Aquino` 18

Two words. Thirteen letters. This day is known as a day of 
love and romance. It is celebrated on February 14 every year, 
and is a day to send flowers, cards, and chocolate to your 
secret crush, your boyfriend/girlfriend, or to your friends and 
family. I know you all guessed it: Valentine's Day. 

Valentine's Day, also called St. Valentine's Day, began in 
Europe as a liturgical celebration of one or more early 
Christian saints named Valentinus. Several martyrdom stories 
claim that all of the various Valentines belonged to the date of 
February 14. Another account of a Saint Valentine of Rome, 
was one of a priest, who was imprisoned in 270 A.D. for 
performing weddings for Christians; at the time Christians 
were being persecuted by the Roman Empire. The legend goes 
on to tell of his imprisonment, where he heals the daughter of 
his jailer and right before his execution, and writes her a letter 
that is signed "Your Valentine." Many scholars believe that this 
story is inaccurate; however, it is really up to you whether or 
not to believe the legend.

The day of February 14 was first associated with romantic 
love, during the High Middle Ages (1001 to 1300 AD), when 
the tradition of courtly love flourished. In wasn't until 
18th-century England, when the day evolved into an occasion 
in which lovers showed their love for each other by presenting 
flowers and sending greeting cards (that were also known as 
"valentines") much like couples do in today?s society. 

Unfortunately, even though Valentine's Day has been 
celebrated in the United States since 1844, it is not an official 
federal (or public) holiday. Which means we still celebrate it 
annually, but we have school, the federal buildings are still 
open, and public transportation is running on a normal 
schedule, etc. However, this does not stop people from going 
all out on this holiday. According to CNN, this year people 
spent over $18.6 billion on Valentine-related merchandise 
worldwide. 

Valentine's Day is a day of love and romance, even though its 
history is somewhat unclear. The future for Valentine's Day, 
however, will be clear as more and more people, world-wide, 
fall in love and continue the history and the impact Valentine's 
Day has made for centuries.

  

February Puzzle - Word Search

The  TIE
Tradition, Integrity, Excellence

Winter Semi-Formal

by Kate Stanislaski ̀ 18

On Saturday, February 7, freshmen and sophomores celebrated 
Valentine?s Day a week early with a love themed semi-formal 
dance. The dance was set up by our amazing student council, 
led by Mrs. Osborne. The party hosts included junior and senior 
SJP students, Maryellen Robinson `15, Dufie Okyere `15, 
Fatima St. Hilaire `15, Neema Louis-Joseph `15, and Liz 
Taranto `15. Senior, Tim Kim, helped out with setting up the 
gym as well as manning the concessions stand, and selling soda 
and chips, which were quickly gobbled up by hungry dancers 
throughout the evening. Thanks to the incredible student 
council, the Phoenix Gym was transformed for an exciting 
semi-formal dance!

From 7:00 to 10:00 Saturday night, the gym was alive with  
wild dancing from SJP students to the music provided by DJ 
Club T. Freshman student council member, Nailah Khoory, 
said, ?As I walked onto the gym-transformed dance floor, I was 
taken aback by the red and pink decorations on the walls, floor, 
and tables." The dance was underway and the students were 
ecstatic. 

The playlist included school dance classics like the 
appropriately themed ?Cupid Shuffle,? and of course the 
?Cotton Eyed Joe," as well a wide range of popular music from 
this year with everything from ?Uptown Funk? by Bruno Mars 
to ?Shake It Off? by Taylor Swift. The partying was also 
quieted down a couple times for some slow dancing to songs 
like ?A Thousand Years? by Christina Perri. Couples as well as 
BFFs filled the floor for some Valentines fun. By 10:00, the 
guests were pretty much danced out and hugged each other 
goodbye before retreating to their parents? cars waiting outside 
in the lightly falling February snow.
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Advisory of the Month

by  Nailah Khoory ̀ 18

This month, we visited Mr. Ware's sophomore advisory to 
explore the impact friends have on each other. Tucked in the 
back of the Library, the members of this advisory were excited 
to be interviewed. They recounted memories of each other and 
resolutions they worked for. Often when one person has a 
worrisome test or homework assignment everyone in the 
advisory works together to help that person succeed. 

The advisory takes special interest in the life stories of Declan 
Downey `17. I was awarded the pleasure of hearing their 
favorite story about a snake behind a shed and realized his 
stories provided a temporary comfort in their busy lives. 
Everyone sat around an imaginary campfire listening to him 
and his humor brightened their day. 

Cayleigh McMullan `17 described her experience at the 
March for Life in the nation?s capital, which sparked an 
interesting discussion about the impact of contraception and 
abortion on society.  

As a scholar-athlete of the combined SJP varsity hockey team, 
Sean Horan `17 voiced his thoughts on his season on and off the 
ice. He hopes he can play hockey and continue to work diligently 
on his school work. His advisory has confidence in him and 
encourages him to strive for his best.

Racheal Kerrigan `17 and Philippe Legagneur `17 performed in 
last semester's play, "Our Town," and everyone in the  advisory 
was extremely proud of their performances. They hope to see 
them on stage again in the future. 

The students of Mr. Ware's advisory commented on how lucky 
they were to have an advisor with so much knowledge in 
technology. These sophomores really help each other navigate the 
paths of high school. GO TEAM WARE!
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Upcoming  Events

March 13 12 pm dismissal 

March 13-14 Spring Musical ("You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown")  

March 16 Spring Sports Begin 

March 19 Scholar's Breakfast 

March 19 Feast of St. Joseph Liturgy 

March 20-22 Kairos Retreat 

March 24 Career Day 

March 26 Art Field Trip to Harvard Art 
Museum 
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