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You are fortunate to have a world of information available literally at your fingertips. 
 
In order to thoroughly research and educate yourself about  any topic, you must read about the 
subject in a variety of different academic and scholarly sources.  Do not “just Google it” and 
select whatever sites pop up at the top of the list.  If you want to perform a web search, I 
recommend the search engine RefSeek (www.refseek.com), which is designed for students and 
produces more academic search results. However, you should supplement your research by 
using all available databases, e-books and print resources. 
 
Doing research is like going on an information treasure hunt.  Follow the clues by clicking  on 
links that may lead to further information.  Also, check the references included at the end of 
articles or books to find additional resources. 
 
Happy Reading!!   Mrs. Walkins 

MLA Documentation Style 
 
When quoting from, paraphrasing or using the ideas contained in an article, 
book or other resource, you must give proper credit to the author by citing 
the source both in the text of your paper and in a list of Works Cited on the 
last page. 
 

 
Read, Imagine Discover and Learn in the SJP Learning Commons! 

http://www.refseek.com/
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We use the MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation style at SJP.  In a handbook 
the scholars at the MLA spell out certain formatting and citation rules you must follow on all 
research projects. 
 
Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab website is a great resource to use when creating your 
Works Cited page and formatting your research paper. 

Print Resources 
We have a good non-fiction collection in the back of the LC.  Using the SJP online public 
access catalog, you can search for print resources to use in any research project. 

 
 
Sample Citation: 
 
Hepburn, Katharine.  Me: Stories of My Life, Alfred A. Knopf, 1991, pp. 3-5. 

Britannica Online 
The Britannica online encyclopedia is an excellent place to begin 
your research.  The articles will provide a general overview of your 
topic, as well as links to additional resources.  Acquiring some general 
knowledge about the person you are researching will enable you to 

create a list of search terms to use as you delve deeper into the subject.  Access our subscription 
to Britannica through the Learning Commons page on the SJP website. 
 
 
Sample Citation: 
 
"Katharine Hepburn." Britannica School, Encyclopædia Britannica, 9 May. 2011.  
 

school.eb.com/levels/high/article/Katharine-Hepburn/40079. Accessed 19 Oct. 2017. 
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https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
https://sjphsma.booksys.net/opac/sjp/index.html#menuHome
https://sjphsma.booksys.net/opac/sjp/index.html#menuHome
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
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E-Books  
 
In addition to our print resources, we also offer e-books on our FollettShelf on 
the LC website.  Each student has a Follett account (user name = 
firstname.lastname   password = sjp e-mail password).  You can read the books 
online or borrow and download them onto your computer.  
 
 

Sample Citation: 
 
Atwood, Kathryn J. “Marlene Dietrich: The Only Important Thing.” Women Heroes of World  

War II, Chicago Review Press, 2011, pp. 213-220. Destiny Discover, Follett,  

https://reader.follettshelf.com/mobileReader/#/ktsId/129639/info. Accessed 22 October  

2017. 

Databases 
 

You can access the Gale Databases and the on the Learning Commons website.  Each database 
includes numerous articles from reputable scholarly journals and magazines which will provide 
valuable information.  
 
Sample Citations: 
 
"Kate Storms Hollywood." Saturday Evening Post, vol. 289, no. 4, Jul/Aug2017, p. 93.  

EBSCOhost, search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=brb&AN 

=124570556&site=ehost-live. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 

"Katharine Hepburn." Who's Who in the Theatre, Gale, 1981. Biography in Context,  

libraries.state.ma.us/login?gwurl=http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/K1652000956/BIC 

1?u=mlin_b_mjoseph&xid=00e41487. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 
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https://wbb01086.follettshelf.com/shelf/servlet/presentshelfform.do?site=01086
https://wbb01086.follettshelf.com/shelf/servlet/presentshelfform.do?site=01086
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
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Citing Images 
 
You must provide a citation for any images you use in slideshows or other 
presentations.  When you  are looking for images, it is best to use sites that 
offer free-use images like: 
 
 
Edupics.com 
 
Photosforclass.com 

Encyclopedia Britannica. 
 
 

 
You can also find free use images on Google images by doing an advanced search (click on 
settings) and filtering the results for "free to use or share" under usage rights.  
 
Sample Citation: 
 
Hepburn, Katharine. Image. Britannica School, Encyclopædia Britannica, 13 Aug. 2017.  

school.eb.com/levels/high/assembly/view/96581. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 

MLA Resources  

 
 
Purdue OWL MLA Guide 
 
 
 

MLA Handbook (Eighth Edition) at Mrs. Walkins’ desk 
 
How to Create a Works Cited Page (Google Slides) 
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https://www.edupics.com/
http://www.photosforclass.com/
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search?hl=en&fg=1
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://docs.google.com/a/saintjosephprep.org/presentation/d/1Mh-Ribyc7FukPvFXofts_5aGiCrtI2WctwSCHN2Hi_E/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons
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Sample Works Cited Page: 
Works Cited 

 
Atwood, Kathryn J. “Marlene Dietrich: The Only Important Thing.” Women Heroes of World  

War II, Chicago Review Press, 2011, pp. 213-220. Destiny Discover, Follett,  

https://reader.follettshelf.com/mobileReader/#/ktsId/129639/info. Accessed 22 October  

2017. 

Hepburn, Katharine. Image. Britannica School, Encyclopædia Britannica, 13 Aug. 2017.  

school.eb.com/levels/high/assembly/view/96581. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 

Hepburn, Katharine.  Me: Stories of My Life, Alfred A. Knopf, 1991, pp. 3-5. 
 
"Kate Storms Hollywood." Saturday Evening Post, vol. 289, no. 4, Jul/Aug2017, p. 93.  

EBSCOhost, search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=brb&AN 

=124570556&site=ehost-live. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 

"Katharine Hepburn." Britannica School, Encyclopædia Britannica, 9 May. 2011.  
 

school.eb.com/levels/high/article/Katharine-Hepburn/40079. Accessed 19 Oct. 2017. 
 
"Katharine Hepburn." Who's Who in the Theatre, Gale, 1981. Biography in Context,  

libraries.state.ma.us/login?gwurl=http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/K1652000956/BIC 

1?u=mlin_b_mjoseph&xid=00e41487. Accessed 22 Oct. 2017. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Britannica   Databases    E-Books   Images   MLA Resources   Print Resources   Rubric   SJP Learning Commons

 

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/academics/learning-commons

