
How to Write an Annotated Bibliography

Research Across the Curriculum





What is an Annotated Bibliography?

Annotation: 

“Adding notes or comments to a text.”

Bibliography: 

“List of citations.” (Works Cited)



Works Cited Plus!!

Each properly formatted citation is 

followed by a brief descriptive and 

evaluative paragraph.  This paragraph 

is the annotation.



Why Annotate?

The purpose of the annotation is to 

inform the reader of the content, 

relevance, accuracy, and quality of 

the sources cited. 



But what does that mean?

Include one or more sentences that:

● summarize the content, 

● evaluate the authority/background of 

the author,

● comment on the intended audience,



But what does that mean?

Include one or more sentences that:

● S”T”ART sentence

○ Source, “Title”, Author, Right Verb, Topic

● compare/contrast this work with another you have cited, or 

● explain how you will use this source in your paper.



For example . . .
Wallmark, Laurie. Grace Hopper: queen of computer code. Sterling Children’s Books,  2017. p. 4-10.

Grace Hopper, a girl with a keen mind and a determined attitude, grows up to become the "queen of 

computer code." Sharing  incidents and stories from the scientist's remarkable life, the author paints an engaging 

portrait of a unique woman in this bright and informative biography. At age seven, Hopper dismantled several 

clocks in her house to find out what made them tick. Finishing high school two years early, she overcame 

difficulties with Latin before she was admitted to Vassar College. Convinced she could make a difference to the 

war effort, Hopper enlisted in the U.S. Navy during World War II and embarked on a lifelong military career 

writing computer programs. After finding a moth trapped inside a navy computer, she coined the phrase computer 

bug. Inquisitive readers who are reserching Hopper will  learn a lot this upbeat biography of a woman who was 

ahead of her time. 



Evaluating Your Sources
Authority - Intent - Reliability - 

Timeliness - Usefulness

● Is this information reliable? (authority, 

timeliness)

● What is the goal for this source? (intent)

● Does this resource answer the questions I 

have about my topic? (usefulness)

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/cf_media/index.cfm?g=214


Sample Annotated Bibliography


