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The ninth graders finished up the Research 
Across the Curriculum program in their 
biology classes.  Dr. Borkowski assigned a 
research paper as his students concluded a 
unit on animal diversity and speciation. All 
three Bio classes visited the Learning 
Commons on several days at the end of 
May, 

One of the first steps in their research and 
writing process was to properly cite and 
compose a 4 to 6-sentence annotation for 
each of the five required sources they 
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consulted to learn about their topic.  

The students learned how to create a 
properly formatted annotated biblio-
graphy before beginning their search 
for authoritative and pertinent articles. 
In order to write informative, concise 
and evaluative annotations, they 
employed their critical thinking skills to 
analyze each source for scientific 
content, authority and usefulness.  

Research Across the Curriculum: Biology 

 
Read, Imagine, 

 Discover and Learn 

Biology scholars take over the LC. 

(photo by L. Walkins) 
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In the SJP Learning Commons! 

Top: After school in the LC.  Left: Freshmen conduct research for their biology project.  Right: Sam 
poses with Maeve before Commencement. (photos by L. Walkins) 
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Thank you to all of the readers who 
gathered together in the LC one 
evening a month for our Parent-
Faculty Book Club meetings.  We 
read a wide variety of literature 
ranging from historical novels and 
best-selling thrillers to books set in 
New England and a retelling of the 
Nativity story. 

This spring we read Back Bay by local 
author, William Martin and The Late 
Show, the premier installment of a 

2

new series by Michael Connelly.  At 
our last meeting for the year, we 
welcomed some new members.  Mr. 
Secor and Charlie’s dad, Mr. Cassidy 
added their voices to our discussion of 
The Late Show.  We also reviewed the 
list of books compiled by PBS for its 
Great American Read promotion. 

Over the summer, we will each choose 
a title from the TGAR list and share 
out thoughts on what we read at our 
next meeting in September. 
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Research Across the Curriculum 
(Continued from page 1)  

Many of the students chose to compare two 
different species that are linked by a 
common ancestor, like zebras and giraffes. 
Others explored different types of 
speciation: allopatric, sympatric and 
allochronic speciation.  Several scholars in 
the honors class took on the task of 
answering another evolution based scientific 
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query of their own design.  

Students were able to use the 
resources I provided in a hyper doc 
posted in Google Classroom to 
construct their annotated list of 
Works Cited.  Dr. Borkowski and I 
encouraged them to use their 
completed bibliographies to help 
them organize their ideas as they sat 
down to write their papers. 

 
Parent-Faculty Book Club Completes Another Successful Year 

“She thought about 
Chastain and the moves he 
had made. He had acted 
nobly on the case. She 
thought maybe it was his 
redemption . . . It left her 
bereft and still haunted by 
their last encounter.” 
 
~ The Late Show 

Research Across the 

Curriculum. (photo by 

L.Walkins) 

The Parent-Faculty Book Club met twice this spring to discuss William Martin’s historical best-

seller, Back Bay in April and The Late Show, the first volume in a new series by Michael Connelly 

at the end of May. (photos by L. Walkins) 
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Kate, Sam, Kelli and Nailah will be 
missed! (photos by L. Walkins and 
Boston Skydive Center) 
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The TIE bids farewell to four amazing seniors 
 
Henry David Thoreau, said, “Go confidently in the direction of your 
dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” This quote comes from Thoreau’s 
most famous piece of writing Walden, or Life in the Woods.  These words 
come to mind as I bid farewell to our veteran student journalists, Kate 
Stanislaski, Kelli Aquino, Nailah Khoory and Sam Wu, all of whom 
graduated on June 7.  Over the past four years, these seniors have worked 
tirelessly and grown as writers and reporters, making their mark on SJP’s 
student newspaper. 
 
We will miss Kate’s concise writing and insightful reporting.  Kelli and 
Nailah have been true leaders on the TIE staff.  As Editor-in-Chief and 
Managing Editor, they have brought creativity and many great ideas to the 
table at our weekly staff meetings.  Their legacy will be cherished.  Sam has 
honed his skills as a video reporter, covering events, camera in hand, and 
spending countless hours editing and perfecting his TIE videos. 
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Each of these seniors has made valuable 
contributions to The TIE.  The staff is 
grateful for the roles they have played in 
shaping our newspaper into a high quality 
student publication, and hope they will 
continue their journalistic endeavors in 
college. 
 
As Kate, Nailah, Kelli and Sam go 
confidently into the world, I hope they will 
look back with fondness on these four years 
at SJP. They should be proud of all they 
have accomplished. I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know each of them and wish all four much 
success and happiness in the future. I hope 
they will take Thoreau’s advice and do their 
best to “live the life they have imagined!” 

 

Displays in Katie’s room 

After School in the LC 
 
Lunchtime Book Club 
 
Creative Writing 
 
 
 
 
High School Quiz Show 
 
The TIE 
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What are you Reading? 
#GreatReadPBS 
 
Have you heard about The Great 
American Read?  This spring, PBS 
launched a program that promotes 
reading across the nation.  The public 
television station aired a “two-hour 
celebration of reading” to introduce 100 
of America’s favorite books. 
 
Throughout the summer months, readers 
are encouraged to sample some of the 
titles on the list and vote for the books 
they liked best.  Check out the list to see 
how many of the books you can include 
on your literary CV.  Or find some good 
suggestions for Fun Summer Reading!  
Mr. Kearns borrowed Siddhartha by 
Hermann Hesse for his summer reading. 
 
During our break I hope to finish a 
number of books 
on the TGAR list, 
beginning with  
A Separate 
Peace, Catch-22 
The Alchemist, 
and Americanah. 

Spotlight on our Collection 
What is your future career? 
 

As the seniors prepared to 
finish the year and looked 
forward to heading off to 
college this spring, I created 
a Careers book display. 

We have an eclectic collection of non-
fiction books that showcase careers in all 
fields, even mortuary science. 
 

The recent 
grads have a 
bright future in 
whatever field 
they choose.  
Perhaps in a 
few years, they 

will return to regale us with stories of their 
experiences in the worlds of finance, 
biotechnology, ecotourism or even 
education. 

Studious freshmen take a well 
deserved break in the Learning 
Commons  during their study 
hall. (photo by L. Walkins.) 

Knock, knock!  This spring we 
worked on this cool puzzle 
picturing colorful doorways.  
(photo by L. Walkins) 

Thank you to Sam Wu 
for creating this 
awesome TIE 
helicopter.  We will 
find a place of honor 
to display it. 
(photo by L. Walkins) 
 

VHS: Mitchell pitches a great business 
idea 

One of the best things about the Virtual 
High School is that it offers the students a 
chance to take elective courses in a 
discipline they may choose as a major in 
college.  Mitch Devlin did just that, taking 
two online business courses. 

In his spring course, Entrepreneurship, 
Mitch created his own small business.  
Throughout the semester, he worked on a 
business plan, marketing ideas and 
building a brand for his new app, Where to 
Buy It. 

At the end of the course, Mitch confidently 
presented his business idea to a group of 
faculty in the Writing Center.  He 
explained that his app will benefit 
shoppers and brick and mortar retailers. It 
is designed to make shopping “more 
efficient and cost effective” and to draw 
customers into 
stores.  As he 
says in the 
company 
tagline, “It’s as 
easy as search, 
click and go!” 

Bryan teaches Brianna how to 
play chess.  
(photo by L. Walkins) 

Books from our Careers Collection 
Careers in Biotechnology 
Careers in Nutrition 
Ecotourism and Certification 
Careers in Gaming 
Hospitality and Catering Careers 
Forensic Biology 
A Career as a Police Officer 
Careers as a Professional Photographer 
Careers in Information Technology 


