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The Writing Center is available to faculty 
throughout the school day. Reserving the room 
is a simple process.  Just add your name to the 
shared spreadsheet or let me know by e-mail if 
you would like to bring your classes up to the 
LC. 
 
If your students are working on research 
projects, bring them to the Writing Center, so I 
can help them find just the right 
information.  With a seemingly limitless wealth 
of information at their fingertips, our scholars 
may need some guidance in selecting 
appropriate resources.  I am available to 
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collaborate with you on any and all projects. I 
will happily create resource guides for your 
students. I can also present information to your 
classes about the MLA format, refining search 
strategies, the research process and evaluating 
resources. 
 
If your students are writing essays, what better 
place to do it than in the Writing Center? We 
have Mac Air laptops, Chrome Books and iPad 
keyboards available for student use. With the 
addition of the Chrome books, we now have 24 
laptops.  If you plan to have your students work 
on papers during class and you know several of  

Writing Center and Chrome Books: a marvelous 
combination 
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At the end of November, the Parent-
Faculty Book Club met to discuss Forget-
me-Not by Linda A. LeVasseur (aka Linda 
Walkins).  

The novel tells two parallel stories, one set 
in contemporary Boston and the other in 
16th century Scotland. Darcy Seton travels 
from Boston to Scotland hoping to mend 
her broken heart.  During her trip, she is 
haunted by recurring dreams set in 
sixteenth century Edinburgh.  

As her dreams become more vivid, she 
subconsciously falls into the past where 
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another drama unfolds in the corridors and  
gardens of Holyrood Palace.  Darcy’s 
ancestor, Mary Seton, a royal maid of 
honor, must choose between her socially 
prominent family and her own true love. 

I appreciated the opportunity to chat with 
the Book Club about my characters and 
the history of Scotland.  Everyone enjoyed 
both plotlines and remarked that Mary 
Seton’s story is reminiscent of the 
television series Reign. 

Please consider joining the Parent-Faculty 
Book Club.  All are welcome! 
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Writing Center 
(Continued from page 1)  
them may need to borrow laptops, it is best to 
sign-up for the Writing Center and bring the 
whole class in.  Your students might appreciate a 
change of scenery and the opportunity to try out 
our new computers.   
 
The Chrome books are also useful if your class is 
doing an online activity that is not compatible 
with the iPads.  For example, Katie Scorza used 
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the LC computers to have her World 
History II students complete a virtual tour 
of the Suleymaniye Mosque. The 
LC/Writing Center is also an ideal location 
for your students to record videos (with 
our green screen) or podcasts. 
 
Finally, if you would like to hold your class 
in a round-table seminar format, we can 
arrange the tables to form a conference 
table. The Writing Center is a bright and 
comfortable space. Sign-up today! 

 
The Parent-Faculty Book Club Update 

Although Darcy and Mary 
were born centuries apart, 
their fates are intertwined 
to create a poignant love 
story played out in an 
unforgettable setting. 
 
~ Forget-me-not 

Ellie and Rafael try out one of 

the new Chrome Books. 

(photo by L. Walkins) 

Louisa, Katie, Brian, Michelle, Norma, Angela and Carla were inspired to learn more 

about Mary Queen of Scots and perhaps travel to Edinburgh after reading Forget-me-

not.  (photo by L. Walkins) 
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LC Sponsors Two Club Field Trips 

Kell i,  McKenzie and Anthony at Super Sunday. 
Anthony and Gabe in  front of The Harvard Crimson off ices. 
(photos by L. Walkins)  
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With several weeks of training under their 
belts, the High School Quiz Show team, 
made the annual trek to WGBH to participate 
in Super Sunday on November 5. 

Destiny, Kelli and Anthony welcomed a new 
teammate, McKenzie, whose specialty is the 
Humanities, particularly literature, art and 
music.  

The team was excited to take the audition 
test.  They answered questions of increasing 
difficulty in ten categories: History, Math, Pop 
Culture, Science, Literature, Sports, 
Geography, Arts, Spelling and Current 
Events.  This year, the students scored their 
highest in the Arts and Spelling categories. 

As always, the staff and volunteers at WGBH 
made Super Sunday a fun experience for all 
the competing teams. 
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On November 11, The Harvard Crimson hosted 
its annual high school journalism conference.  
Gabe, Anthony and I attended the event. 

While I attended a Faculty Roundtable and 
chatted with the other moderators, Gabe and 
Anthony chose from a varied list of workshops. 
They sat in on the following sessions: Reporting 
101, Writing Film, Music and Art Reviews, 
Sports Writing, Grabbing Your Reader’s 
Attention and a mock Editorial Meeting. 

They enjoyed meeting other student journalists 
and came away with some great ideas for The 
TIE. 

Lunchtime 
 Book Club 
 
Creative Writing 
 
 
 
 
High School Quiz 
Show 
 
The TIE 
 

Anaise and Bryan diligently put 
together December’s community 
jigsaw puzzle (Snowfall in Goose 
Creek) 
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The SJP Campus: a bit of Brighton 
history 
Over the summer, while I was working with 
Carol Woolston on an archiving project, a news 
clipping from The Tab caught my eye. The 
article mentioned that the property where our 
school resides used to be part of the Henry B. 
Goodenough Estate.  What was life like for Mr. 
Goodenough and his family back in the 
nineteenth century? 

In the fall, I began to take the commuter rail to 
Boston Landing.  Every day, I walk from the 
station, entering the campus from North Beacon 
Street.  As I make my way down the tree-lined 
drive, I think about the men in  frock coats and 
bowler hats and the ladies wearing Victorian 
gowns and carrying parasols who rolled up in 
horse-drawn carriages to the grand mansion 
that once stood here. 

My curiosity about the history of the property 
led me to do a bit of research.  I found two 
helpful books: Genealogical and Personal 
Memoirs Relating to the Families of the state of 
Massachusetts (1910) and J.P.C. Winship’s 
Historical Brighton: an Illustrated History of 
Brighton and its Citizens (1899).  Both volumes 
contain information about the Goodenough 
Estate.  I also looked at census records and 
other genealogical documents. 

The son of Jonathan Goodenough and Lydia 
Dustin, Henry Bradford Goodenough was born 
in Brighton in 1842.  He attended Brighton 
public schools and joined his father’s wholesale 
meat business.  At the time there was a cattle 
market at the end of Market Street. A respected 
businessman, he also served as a member of 
the Boston City Council.   

In 1865, Henry married Juniata Durgin (perhaps 
related to John Durgin, one of the founders of 
the long-standing Boston restaurant Durgin-
Park?). The Goodenoughs had three children: 
Eva, Harold and Ethel.  I can easily imagine the 
children running beneath the trees and up and 
down the hills on our campus. 

Henry Goodenough was not the original owner 
of the estate.  The house was built by George 
W. Warren, who lived there with his father, 
Capt. Joseph Warren.  The property changed 
hands several times and in 1885, Mr.          
(Continued on page 5) 

What are you Reading? 
Everything, Everything  and Out of My 
Mind :  two YA novels wi th compelling 
narrators 
 
Award-winning YA author, Sharon M. Draper 
published her thirtieth book last year, Out of My 
Mind. Narrated by Melody, who has a 
photographic memory and an unlimited 
curiosity about the world, the poignant story 
chronicles her efforts to fit in with the other kids 
at her school.  Melody must overcome nearly 
impossible physical limitations every day 
because she has cerebral palsy.   She must also 
cope with people’s misconceptions of her 
intellectual abilities. Wise beyond her years, 
Melody teaches her classmates valuable lessons 
about inclusion, acceptance and fitting in.   
 
Nicola Yoon’s debut novel, Everything, 
Everything, also features a heroine with all-
encompassing physical limitations. Madeline 
Whittier has not left her house in seventeen 
years because she has a rare condition called 
Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (SCID).  
When a new family moves in next door, 
Madeline strikes up an online friendship with 
the teenage son.  Madeline and Olly build a 
deep bond, so much so that their friendship 
transcends her illness. 
 
Both of these compelling novels are quick reads 
that will draw readers into a world that is totally 
different from their own. 
 
 

  
 

 

Genealogical and 
Personal Memoirs 
Relat ing to the Families 
of  the state of 
Massachusetts (1910) 
 

Historical Brighton: an 
Illustrated History of 
Brighton and its Citizens 
(1899) 

Historical Brighton: an Illustrated 
History of Brighton and its Citizens 
(screenshot) 
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I love picture books!  Children’s book  
artists create evocative and eye-catching 
illustrations for readers of all ages.   

In an article published in School Library 
Journal, Linda Jacobson discusses the 
variety of reasons high school teachers like 
to include picture books in their 
curriculum. Teachers across the country 
use picture books with English language 
learners, pair picture books with the classic 
literature students are reading, and to 
develop close reading and critical thinking 
skills.  One AP English Language teacher 
uses picture books to teach analytical 
skills. 
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As an SLJ reviewer, I have received many 
picture books over the years and added 
many of them to our collection.  Here are a 
few that might strike a chord with your 
students. 
 
Voice of Freedom by Carole Boston 
Weatherford 

The Girl Who Ran by Frances Poletti & Kristina 
Yee 

Before She was Harriet by Lesa Cline Ransome 

Grace Hopper: queen of computer code by 
Laurie Wallmark 
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Revolutionary Rogues by Selene Castrovilla 

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris van 
Allsburg 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address by James 
Daugherty 

Mother Teresa by Demi 

If by Rudyard Kipling and Giovanni Manna 

Soccer Star by Mina Javaherbin 

A is for Abigail by Robin Preiss Glasser 

God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Nino Wrestles the World by Yuyi Morales 

Brighton History (continued from page 4) 

Goodenough purchased it from the widow of Dr. John Wright, a surgeon, who had 
“expended a large sum in beautifying and adorning the place.” The estate was  
“greatly improved by its ornamentally arranged grounds and pond and a large 
collection of trees, shrubs and plants” (Winship 222). 

In 1891, the property changed hands again.  The Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston 
purchased the land and moved Mount Saint Joseph Academy from its original 
Freshpond site in Cambridge to Brighton, erecting a new school building, which is 
depicted in the news photo to the left. 

During the CSJs’ tenure, the property has continued to evolve. Today, our SJP 
scholars learn, compete and perform together, building friendships and gathering 
memories to last a lifetime. 

Spotlight on our Collection: picture books 

 
One day when Bobbi was 
grown, her father took her 
to Boston, where she saw 
not a few, not a dozen, but 
hundreds of people, 
moving as one.  Kindred 
spirits, all running miles 
together. Bobbi knew she 
had to be part of it. 
 
~ The Girl Who Ran by 
Frances Poletti & Kristina 
Yee 
 

Many high school teachers blend picture books into their instruction with 
great results. (photo by L. Walkins) 


