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SJP scholars have been delving into a variety of 
topics here in the Learning Commons.  Whether 
looking for information online or in our 
collection of print resources, they have access 
to a world of information at their fingertips. 

Dr. Borkowski brought his Anatomy & 
Physiology students to the Learning Commons 
to research different diseases.  They gathered 
information on a randomly assigned disease 
category, focusing on the symptoms, 
epidemiological aspects, treatment and history 
of the disease.  Their goal was to “gain a depth 
of knowledge about a specific disease as well as 
other diseases of the same type” and ultimately 
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present their findings to the class. 
 
After reading The Closing of the American Mind 
by Allan Bloom, Mr. Macdonald’s AP English 
Language students researched a variety of 
issues affecting American society. They shared 
what they learned in an argumentative essay. 

At the end of October, the freshmen visited the 
LC with their English Writing classes to begin 
the Research Across the Curr iculum program.  
Choosing a notable person from our print  
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(photo by L. Walkins) 

In the SJP Learning Commons 

In this Issue: 

Research Across the 
Curriculum 

1 

Parent-Faculty Book 
Club Update 

2 

After School in the LC 3 

What Are You 
Reading? 

4 

Learning Online with 
VHS 
 
What’s New in our 
Collection? 

5 

more on 2 

Above: Students work hard during study hall. 
Top: Pooh is looking for something good to read. 
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Everyone in the Parent-Faculty Book 
Club continued reading over the summer 
break.  In September, we gathered in the 
Collaboration Café to talk about another 
Amor Towles novel, Rules of Civility. Last 
spring, we read his current best-seller A 
Gentleman in Moscow.   

Rules of Civility tells the story of a 
mismatched couple in 1930s New York 
City.  On New Year’s Eve, Katey Kontent 
meets Tinker Grey, a charming banker, 
who lives his life according to George 
Washington’s Rules of Civility.  He 
introduces Katey and her friend Eve to the 
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glittering world of New York high society.  
Tinker comes in and out of Katey’s life 
over the next year and has an unforeseen 
impact on the path she chooses to follow. 

We all enjoyed this novel.  We were drawn 
into Katey’s world and intrigued by many 
of the characters, including Katey herself. 

In October, we decided to read a 
Halloween-themed book.  We chose The 
Witches of Eastwick  by John Updike.  We 
made a valiant effort to struggle through 
the tale of three divorced women who 
discover they possess magical powers and 
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a mysterious stranger, who moves into a 
deserted mansion in their Rhode Island 
seaside village.  Unfortunately, we could 
not relate to Updike’s writing style or his 
portrayal of the female characters. 

Welcome to our newest club members: 
Louisa Ansell, Joanne Shea, Michelle 
Pappas and Carla Roddy! 
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Research Across the Curriculum 
(Continued from page 1)  
 
biography collection, the ninth graders 
also practiced using different online 
resources, reading articles about R.L. 
Stine, J.K. Rowling, Kelly Clarkson, Saint 
Francis, Mother Teresa, Mark Zuckerberg 
and Michael Phelps among others from 
Britannica School, the Gale Databases 
and the Biography Reference Bank.  Of 
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course, they were required to produce a 
properly formatted Works Cited page.   

They will return for round two of Research 
Across the Curriculum with their World 
History classes during the next quarter. 

The Parent-Faculty Book Club Update 

“It is a lovely oddity 
that a person is more 
inclined to interrupt 
two people in 
conversation than one 
person alone with a 
book.” 
~ Amor Towles, 
Rules of Civility 

Freshmen practice using online 

resources and citing sources in English 

Writing. (photo by L. Walkins) 
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After School in the LC 

Above: The HSQS team is ready for Super Sunday. Top 
Left: The TIE Newspaper staff. Top Right: The Book 
Club gathers in the Collaboration Café at lunchtime. 
Bottom Right: Check out the new digital version of The 
TIE. (photos by L. Walkins) 
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We are busy every afternoon in the Learning 
Commons.  Students are studying, Ms. Byun 
and Ms. Mueller run the Head of School Study 
and several clubs meet in the Collaboration 
Café throughout the week. 

The LC is pleased to host a new club this year, 
the Creative Writing Club.  Every Monday 
afternoon, the writers meet to practice their 
craft.  I come up with a writing prompt for the 
students, we work on our response to the 
prompt for 15 to 20 minutes and then share 
what we have written.  The prompt varies from 
week to week.  We hope to present our writing 
in an i-book at the end of the year. 

On Thursday afternoons, the High School Quiz 
Show team gathers to hone their trivia skills and 
perhaps learn a few new interesting facts.  The 
students practice by playing the HSQS game 
online, reviewing Trivial Pursuit cards,  and 
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playing Jeopardy.  Each of the team members 
focuses on a particular area of knowledge.   

We are happy to welcome, McKenzie Jennette 
as our newest member of the team this year.  
Kelli Aquino, Anthony Khoory and Dest iny 
King are all returning members.  In addition to 
the HSQS competition, we are looking into 
perhaps attending a Quiz Bowl match as well 
this year. 

The Book Club has some new members as well. 
Beranda Marseilles and Arianys Diaz have 
joined the group, lending their unique voices to 
our lunchtime literary conversations.   

At our first meeting, we simply traded book  

(continued) 
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The TIE 
 

Anthony completes the community 
jigsaw puzzle in the Collaboration 
Café. (photo by L. Walkins) 
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What are You 
Reading? 
 
Have you noticed the new book display in the 
LC?  I have invited faculty and staff to peruse 
our shelves for a book they would like to 
recommend to the SJP Reading Community.   
 
The teachers on the fifth floor kicked off the 
effort, choosing a variety of classic and 
contemporary fiction.  Each teacher wrote a 
mini review on a library card to display beside 
the book they selected.  The fifth floor 
recommends the following intriguing titles: 
 
Mrs. Walkins: Clan of the Cave Bear by Jean 
Auel 
Mr. Poponyak: For Whom the Bell Tolls by 
Ernest Hemingway 
Mr. Kearns: Jude the Obscure by Thomas 
Hardy 
Ms. Beach: Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 
Mr. Olcott: The Remains of the Day by Kazuo 
Ishiguro 
Ms. Gustin: The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
Mr. Macdonald: Brideshead Revisited by 
Evelyn Waugh 
Ms. Byun: The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Richie 
Chevat 
Ms. Mueller : The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 
Mr. Ware: The Autobiography of Malcolm X 
 
In recent weeks, more teachers have written 
mini reviews.  All faculty and staff are  welcome 
to come on up to the LC to find out what titles 
their colleagues have recommend or to choose 
a book of their own to display. 
 
Happy reading! 
 

“A book is a gift you 
can open again and 
again.” 
 
~ Garrison Keillor 

After School in the LC 
(continued from page 3) 
 
recommendations and talking about some of 
our favorite books.  Several of the students had 
high praise for As I Lay Dying by William 
Faulkner. 
 
Changing the meeting time to the lunch period 
will enable more readers to join the club.  All 
are welcome. 
 
Our weekly club schedule concludes with the 
staff meeting of the student newspaper, The 
TIE.  The young journalists have been busy 
writing and editing articles.  Each reporter 
covers a particular “beat.”  For example, new 
staffer, Nik K ing, is our technology reporter, 
and Sam Wu is our talented video reporter 
 
This year, we have transitioned to an all digital 
format.  Have you subscribed to The TIE on 
Wordpress yet? 
 
Please visit our site (sjptie.wordpress.com).  
Subscribing is very easy to do.  Simply click the 
Follow button and enter your email address.   
All subscribers receive immediate notification 
whenever a new issue or story is published.  
Readers can also access the newspaper through 
the SJP Student Life webpages. 
 
 

 

PHILLIS WHEATLEY SUR-
VIVED THE MIDDLE 
PASSAGE, WAS ENSLAVED 
IN BOSTON DURING THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 
AND WAS ONE OF AMERI-
CA’S BEST- SELLING POETS.  
THIS IS A LOVELY NOVEL 
ABOUT HER LIFE!  
  
~ MS. SCORZA 

 
A POWERFUL NOVEL 
ABOUT THE ROLE WOMEN 
PLAYED  IN FIGHTING FOR 
FREEDOM IN GERMAN-
OCCUPIED FRANCE.  KRIS-
TIN HANNAH FOLLOWS 
TWO SISTERS WITH DIF-
FERENT PERSPECTIVES ON 
HOW TO SURVIVE WWII.  
 
~ MS. GABRIEL 

Hang a Thousand Trees w ith 
Ribbons  by Ann Rinaldi 

The Nightingale 
by Krist in Hannah 
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Ten of our senior scholars are enrolled in 
Virtual High School classes this year.  
Students are able to expand their 
Advanced Placement options by taking AP 
courses we do not yet offer online.  There 
are 25 AP classes listed in the VHS catalog.  
This year, our students are taking AP Art 
History, AP Economics and AP Psychology. 

The VHS program also allows students to 
take semester-long courses in a subject 
area they might choose as a college major, 
like business, criminology or 
programming.  Destiny King has been 
pursuing her interest in the law and 
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criminal justice fields by taking applicable 
VHS classes during her junior and senior 
year.   

Last year, Destiny successfully completed 
courses in Psychology of Crime and 
Forensic Science.  She is currently 
continuing her education in the legal field 
by taking Criminology.  In the spring, she 
will conclude her VHS career with a course 
in Practical Law .  

Destiny has gained some unforeseen 
benefits from her online learning 
experience.  She is happy that her VHS 
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classes have allowed her to leave the 
conventional school environment and 
enter a world where she can broaden her 
horizons.   

Enrolling in VHS has affected Destiny 
personally as well as academically.  She 
said, “VHS has helped me define who I am 
as a person, leave my comfort zone, and 
excite me for the future.”  

The Virtual High School program offers 
wonderful opportunities to explore 
particular academic interests and prepare 
for college. 
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What’s New in our Collection? 
 
We have added a new online resource 
from EBSCO to our collection: the Bio-
graphy Reference Bank. 
 
This searchable full-text database contains 
biographical articles and images of more 
than 750,000 notable individuals.  Users 
can search by a variety of criteria including 
occupation/activity, gender, place of 
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origin or lifespan.  The content is 
continuously updated. 

I have introduced this research tool to the 
freshmen, who searched for information 
about selected famous people to find out 
their most acclaimed achievement. 

Everyone can access this resource through 
the LC webpage.  Please see me for the 
log-in information. 

Learning Online with VHS 

 
"VHS helped me 
define who I am as 
a person, leave my 
comfort zone, and 
excite me for the 
future."  
 
~ Destiny King `18 
 

Joseline, Destiny and McKenzie log-in to their Virtual High School classrooms 
every day during Period 8.  (photo by L. Walkins) 


