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Research Across the Curriculum 
 
To finish up their year of Biology with Dr. B, the freshman 
researched the ethics of climate change.  As they began to delve 
into their research, the grade 9 classes visited the LC to complete 
the Research Across the Curriculum program and learn how to 
use advanced search strategies and expand their research 
horizons. 
 
Like writing, conducting research must be approached by 
following a methodical and careful process involving 
brainstorming, devising essential questions and focused search 
strings, reading widely in a variety of sources, evaluating each 
source of information and reflecting on the research results. 
Students are able to more successfully direct their online search 
results by using Boolean operators and search limiters. 
 
Although reviewing their annotated Works Cited pages was rather disconcerting given the troubling 
topic they investigated, I was impressed with the quality of their research.  I hope they will carry forward 
the research skills they acquired this year and apply them to all subsequent research assignments. 
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What will you read this summer? 
 
School’s out for summer (sing it, everyone)!  Now I’ll have more time 
to tackle the stacks of books that inhabit my guest room/library at 
home.  At the top of my list of books to read are: 
 
Dr. Zhivago  by Boris Pasternak 
Life in the Garden  by Penelope Lively 
Four Seasons in Rome  by Anthony Doerr 
Saturday  by Ian McEwan 
Enchantress of Numbers  by Jennifer Chiaverini 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz  by Heather Morris 
The Masterpiece  by Fiona Davis 
 
What will you read this summer? 
 
 
VHS update 
 
Another group of academically adventurous students have 
completed a year of Virtual High School!  Congratulations to the seniors, who took online classes like AP 
Economics, AP Music Theory, Practical Law and Oceanography, among others. 
 
Three of our senior boys, Aidan Kelly , Alex Tracanna  and Andrew Stefura , stand out in my mind for their 
exemplary performance in their VHS classes.  Each chose to study subjects they are passionate about or 
might want to pursue in the future: Entrepreneurship, Sports and Society, Personal Finance and Italian 
Language and Culture.  All three young men were enthusiastic and diligent online learners throughout 
the year.  Kudos to them for trying something new! 
 
Next year, 14 seniors will be enrolled in online VHS courses. 
 
After school in the lc 

 
The Learning Commons is a haven where students and faculty/staff 
can  read, imagine, discover and learn during the school day and 
after the final bell rings.   
 
Students can join one or more of the LC Clubs (The TIE, HSQS, Book 
Club) or take a break and engage in relaxing and mindful activities like 
coloring, playing a board game (Careers, anyone?) or working on the 
community jigsaw puzzle.   
 
Next year, I plan to expand the Lunchtime Book Club by inviting 
readers to come to the LC one day per cycle (instead of just once a 
month)  to talk about books over lunch.  I also hope to revive the 
Creative Writing and Knitting Clubs so students can explore their 
creative talents. 
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Congratulations to the class of 2019 
 
 
 
 
Our  recent graduates enjoyed some eventful years at 
SJP.  They organized, participated in, and led 
memorable events like:  
Multicultural Day,  
Service Trips,  
Retreats,  
Pep Rallies, 
 the Mental Health Awareness Fair,  
the STEAM Show,  
Phoenix Players productions,  
Semi-formals, Prom, and  
of course, at last, Commencement.   
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The Class of 2019 also made everyday memories in the corridors 
and classrooms at 617 Cambridge St. 
I  was delighted to see  them in the LC during study halls and as 
they worked on research projects across the curriculum. 
Blessings and best wishes to a special class! 

              
 
   
 

Blessings and best wishes to all! 
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