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REsearch Across the Curriculum 
 
Our Grade 9 world historians learned about the 
Inquiry Research Method   and how to  annotate   their 
list of Works Cited during the second session of 

Research Across the 
Curriculum.  In 
connection with 
their unit of Ancient 
Rome, the students 
selected a topic like 
the gladiators, the 
destruction of 
Pompeii or women 
in Ancient Rome to 
investigate. 
 
Following the steps 
of the Inquiry 
Research Method, they did some brainstorming to 
come up with an essential question to research 
( Connect/Wonder ).  I also asked the students to 
make a list of search terms pertaining to their 

subject and to read about their topic in a variety of resources ( Investigate ).  They 
then analyzed what they learned and came up with an answer to their essential 
question ( Construct) .  Finally, they shared what they learned in an infographic 
( Express )  and created an annotated Works Cited page. 
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As a whole, the freshmen are performing admirably 
as they practice their research skills.  In this second 
session, I learned some interesting facts about the 
Ancient Romans! 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Did you Know? 
 
Did you know  that the White House was once 
home to two lion cubs named Tax Reduction and 
Budget Bureau?   The 30th president, Calvin 
Coolidge, and his wife Grace, were animal lovers. 
While living at the White House, they received gifts 
from around the world, including a pygmy 
hippopotamus, a wallaby, pekin ducks and the two 
lions.   
 
Read more about Presidential Pets on the  National 
Children’s Book and Literacy Alliance  website.  
 

________________________________________________ 
 
 
Spotlight on the Collection 
 
As I shelve books in the different sections of our 
print collection, I often delight in discovering hidden 
literary gems.  Some of the intriguing and 
unexpected titles I have come across  include: 
 

● Denmark is a Lovely Land  by Hudson Strode   
 

● The Wealthy Barber  by David Chilton 
 

● Diary of Anna Green Winslow: a Boston school girl in 1771 

 

● I was a Kamikaze  by Ryuji Nagatsuka 
 

● Memoirs of a Medieval Woman  by Louise Collis 
 

● A Lady and her Letters  by Katherine E. Conway 
 

● The Presidential Transcripts  (The Nixon Tapes) 
 

● Flowers of the Holy Land  by Bertha Spafford Vester 
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Everyone in our reading community is invited to 
browse our bookshelves and discover even 
more unexpected  literary gems!   
 
What will you find hidden in the stacks? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Join our Reading Community 
 
Are you an avid reader?  Do you like to talk about books?  Become a part of our 
reading community and share your thoughts and recommendations at a book club 
meeting.  The LC hosts a lunchtime Book Club for students (and faculty), as well as a 
monthly Parent-Faculty Book Club which meets in the evening.   

 
Our group of parents and faculty have read and talked 
about some interesting titles during the first semester.   Little 

Fires Everywhere   by Celeste Ng prompted some interesting 
conversation about mothers and daughters, keeping secrets 
and the impact of societal opinion.  Madeline Miller’s 
mythological blockbuster,  Circe , was also a favorite among 
our readers.  We enjoyed the medley of mythology, drama, 
romance and adventure contained within its 400 pages. 
 

If you are wondering what shall I read next?  Come on upstairs and I will be happy to 
find just the right book for you! 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
After school in the lc 
 
Quarter 2 was a busy time for the students on 
the High School Quiz Show team.  We 
welcomed four new members onto the team; 
Maria Andrade, Sophia Pappas, Cecelia Morello 
and Annabelle Pappas joined HSQS veteran, 
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Anthony Khoory at our weekly practice sessions in preparation for the  Super Sunday 
competition at  WGBH .   
 
Our team worked well together on the 50 question oral exam.  They earned admirable 
scores in most of the 10 sections of the test.  In two of the sections, the students 
answered every question correctly.   
 
Although we were not chosen to fill one of the 16 slots for the television competition, 
we returned to WGBH for a taping of one of the episodes.  High School Quiz Show airs 
every Saturday at 6 pm. 

 

The TIE  student newspaper is thriving this year.  We 
have welcomed many new reporters on the staff. 
The student journalists have written about an array 
of fascinating topics.   Nik King `20 , our technology 
reporter, shared exciting new technology in his 
article about  Rocketbooks .   Meghan McCarthy ‘20 
wrote an opinion piece about  Gun Control .   Anthony 

Khoory `19  focused on teen life, writing about  Driving 
and  Student Employment .  Each issue has also 
featured book, music or movie reviews.  
 
In December,  The TIE  staff was featured on the SJP 
News webpage.   
 
Read more about our student journalists  here . 
 
 

     _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
TIE Newspaper staff Sam Wu `18 visits! ESL 2 students review picture books. 
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