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Read, Imagine, Discover & Learn in the LC! 
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Q3 Research Across the Curriculum 

 
The Grade 9 Theology students 
visited the Learning Commons to 
complete the third section of 
Research Across the Curriculum . 
As they searched for information on 
the identity of Jesus as seen 
through different religious or 
historical lenses, the students 
learned about evaluating sources 
for five key criteria: authority, intent, 
reliability, timeliness and usefulness.  
 
 

While searching for the best information, the freshmen considered questions 
like: 
 

● Who is the intended audience for this website? 
● When was the information published or the site last updated? 
● What are the professional and educational credentials of the author? 
● What have I  learned from this article that answers the questions I 

have about my topic? 
 
The process of website evaluation requires critical thinking and analysis. 
Developing these vital skills will serve our underclassmen well, as they 
continue on their educational journey through high school and college. 
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Did you Know? 
 
Did you know that one of the most successful female artists of the Victorian era hailed from Salem, MA?   
 
Fidelia Bridges , the daughter of a prosperous sea captain, was born in 1834 and lived on Essex Street in 
what is now the Fidelia Bridges Guest House behind the Hawthorne Hotel.  Miss Bridges was an 
accomplished watercolorist.  Inspired by nature, she painted lovely images of flowers, birds and 
landscapes.  Some of her work was used to illustrate books and greeting cards.  She was one of the few 
financially successful female artists of the time.  One of her patrons was Mark Twain.   
 
Read more about her on the History of American Women  blog. 
 

 
 
 
What are you reading? 

 
One of my friends from high school, who is also a 
school librarian raved about  Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie’s best-selling novel, Americanah .. This 
bittersweet love story set in Nigeria and the United 
States also touches on important issues like racism 
and the immigrant experience in America. 
 
Ifemelu and Obinze are thoughtful, well-drawn 
characters and Adichie’s ability to vividly portray the 

sights, sounds and ambience  of each setting whether it is a hair 
braiding salon in New Jersey or a secondary school in Nigeria is 
admirable. 
 

#sjplc  2 

http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2016/09/fidelia-bridges.html


Anyone who enjoys reading about other cultures and expanding their worldview will want to follow 
Ifemelu on her romantic, self-evolving journey.  I would certainly read more of this talented author’s work.  
 
 
MSLA Conference 

 
At the end of March, I spent two splendid days in 
Framingham at the Massachusetts School Library 
Association Conference .  This year’s theme was 
Libraries are for Everyone .  Fabulous keynote speakers 
and informative sessions were conference highlights 
along with the opportunity to mingle and chat  with the 
other librarians. 
 
Authors, Andrea Davis Pinkney and Jack Gantos, talked 
about their respective works and the importance of 
maintaining a diverse collection with titles that will 
appeal to one and all.  I attended several helpful 
workshops, including Flipping Library Instruction in High 
School; Using Fake News to Strengthen Students’ 
Information Literacy Skills; PBS Learning Media and 
Creating a Student-Centered Library. 
 

As always, I learned something new from my fellow librarians and came away from the conference with 
inspiring tips and suggestions from their best practices. 
 
 
Book Displays 
 

     
Celebrating Women in History     Mental Health Awareness     Black History Month 
 
Gather Together in the LC 

 
In addition to providing a quiet haven for students to read, imagine, 
discover and learn, the LC is also a community gathering space. 
During third quarter, two exciting events took place in the Learning 
Commons: Multicultural Day and the Student Council’s Mental 
Health Fair. 
 
On Multicultural Day, students proudly shared the cultures of South 
Korea and Colombia/Peru in the AEC and the Writing Center.  Visitors 
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learned about the history, food, holidays and customs of these three diverse nations. 
After visiting the LC, students continued their journey around the world, moving on to the 
classrooms featuring other destinations like China, the Middle East, Dominican Republic 
and Italy. 
 
The Student Council did a wonderful job sharing valuable information about a variety of 
mental health topics such as stress relief, meditation, body image, and anxiety and 
depression  at the first annual Mental Health Fair.  The Stu-Co representatives created 
posters, designed activities, and gave presentations to their peers.   

 
The afternoon was fun-filled and informative for all.  We look forward to hosting this event again next 
year in the LC. 

 
 
What else is happening in the LC? 

 
 Anthony and Cecelia are featured on the Instagram feed of High School Quiz 
Show .  We attended the taping of the championship round of the HSQS 
competition. 
 

 
Kelli Aquino `18 pops in for a visit.  She shared stories of her 
freshman year at Harvard, describing her classes and 
talking about her experiences as a member of the 
marching band.  Kelli has also enjoyed her job at Widener 
Library this year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Parent-Faculty Book Club meets to discuss  The Only 
Woman in the Room  by Marie Benedict. 
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