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NOTES FROM THE LC

Read, Imagine, Discover and Learn in the Saint Joseph Prep Learning Commons!

What are you reading?  
Fun Summer Reading List

What will you read this 

summer?  If you're looking 

for a good book to bring to 

the beach, to listen to on a 

road trip or to read on a 

rainy afternoon, we 

recommend these popular 

titles. 

A Gentleman in Moscow by 

Amor Towles 

Into the Water by Paula 

Hawkins 

My Cousin Rachel by 

Daphne du Maurier 

Beren and Luthien by J.R.R. 

Tolkien 

Norse Mythology by Neil 

Gaiman 

Testimony by Scott Turow 

The American Spirit by 

David McCullough 

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 

The Book of Joy by the 

Dalai Lama and Desmond 

Tutu 

Happy Reading! 

Fourth Quarter Research Projects Abound

During the fourth quarter, the freshmen and sophomores were busy researching 
a variety of fascinating topics.    They read and learned about everything from 
Stockholm Syndrome and computer networks to the MLB of the 1950s and the 
princess of parallelograms.    

Ms. Byun and Ms. Mueller asked their English Writing students to write a 
research paper focusing on a popular movie, song, video game or series.  The 
scholars had to analyze the fictional work's portrayal of factual issues like civil 
rights, feminism and mental illness. I incorporated the fourth section of 
Research Across the Curriculum into the project, teaching the students to 
evaluate sources and create an annotated bibliography.  

Ms. Gipson's STEAM classes also learned about annotated bibliographies.  She 
required them to cite and annotate all of their resources as they searched for 
information on a topic of their choice.  The students also had to view their 
subject through a STEAM lens, connecting it to the world of science, 
technology, engineering, art and math.   

The Algebra II students in Mr. Hickman's class visited the LC to research famous 
mathematicians.  They created posters highlighting the accomplishments of the 
scientists and presented their findings to the class. 

Learning skills like how to evaluate and annotate resources will serve our 
scholars well in college.

Finals Week:  taking a break between exams.   (photos by L. Walkins) 
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What's Happening in the Book Clubs?
On May 3, the students in the Book Club met in the Writing Center to enjoy the 
annual Book Trailer Festival.  We created trailers for and talked about some good 
reads, including The Raven Boys, A Gentleman in Moscow and The Princess Bride.  
Our summer reading selection is Persuasion by Jane Austen. 

The Parent Book Club met the previous week on April 25 to discuss Boston author, 
Amor Towles best-selling novel A Gentleman in Moscow.  We enjoyed viewing 
photos of the actual Hotel Metropol and talking about the author's finely drawn 
characters and eloquent writing style.  For our meeting in September, we will read 
Towles' first novel, Rules of Civility Thank you to all of the parents and faculty 
members who have made the inaugural year of the book club a success. 

MSLA Conference Generates New Ideas
Whenever I get together with other librarians at conferences and workshops, I 
inevitably come away with a plethora of new ideas.  The annual MSLA 
conference this spring was no exception. 

I attended some interesting sessions over the two days learning  about new 
apps and other technology tools, gathering ideas for refining our Research 
Across the Curriculum program and trading ideas with my colleagues.  I will 
update the Apps for Educators spreadsheet with the different apps and tools I 
discovered at the conference. 

An added MSLA bonus this year was that I reconnected with a high school friend, 
who is a middle school librarian in New Hampshire. 

The TIE Completes a Successful Year 
Completing a successful year, the SJP student journalists published the final issue of The 
TIE for the year.  Read about some of our students' amazing accomplishments outside 
the classrooms and corridors of the school in this edition.   

The staff looks forward to next year.  For 2017-18 we aspire to transition to a completely 
digital newspaper. 

 
 
 

VHS Wrap-up
The eight Virtual High School students successfully completed their 2016-17 classes.  Congratulations to our online 
scholars who have demonstrated that they are true independent learners as they tackled some challenging courses this 
year.   

Eleven seniors have been accepted into the VHS program for next year, many of whom have taken the opportunity to 
expand their Advanced Placement résumé. Some of the courses they have chosen include AP Art History, AP Economics, 
AP Psychology, Epidemics, Criminology and Business Math. 

 Composing Book Spine Poetry. (photo 
by L. Walkins)

The TIE staff.  
(photo by L. Walkins)


