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SJP students travel near 
and far to learn

by Nailah Khoory '18 

Over the summer, many 
students participated in 
internships, service trips, and 
volunteer programs. Three of 
the SJP students were asked 
about their experiences and 
what they learned from them 
over the summer.

Rebekah Forrest, a junior, 
traveled to Thailand with 
Global Leadership Adventures 
over the summer for service 
work teaching at Ban Phra 
Non, a local elementary school. 

 "As I stood in front of tens of 
students in a one-room school, 
I realized how wicked lucky we 
Americans are. Many of the 
children did not have desks or 
chairs, but they were so excited 
to be in school and eager to 
learn," Forrest said, describing 
her experiences in Thailand.

Forrest also mentioned how she 
managed to communicate with 
the elementary school children 
since most of them did not 
speak English. 

"Even though we spoke two 

very different languages, we 
were all able to understand 
each other through our gestures 
and body movements."

 

Also a member of the class of 
2017, Jeonghun Kim, learned 
a new language on his trip to 
Russia. He talks about his 
experience at Lomonosov Mos- 
cow State University.

"Only a selected few are 
awarded this chance to study 
Russian there, and I am just so 
grateful to have had this 
opportunity." 

(continued on page 2)

  Upcoming Events

 Oct. 26 Faculty Professional Day

 Oct. 30 End of Qtr 1

 Nov. 2 Qtr 2 Begins

 Nov. 2 All Saints Day Mass

 Nov. 9 Academic Awards

Nov. 11 Happy Veterans Day /No Classes

Nov. 12 Parent-Teacher Conferences

Nov. 13-15 Kairos Retreat

Nov. 15 HSQS Super Sunday

Nov. 20-21 Fall Play - Arabian Nights

Nov. 21 International Thanksgiving 
Dinner
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Travel (continued from page 1)

Besides spending his time studying Russian, Kim 
toured Moscow and sampled Russian food.

"I was trying to be adventurous and risqué with my 
food choice, but borscht, with its bright red beets and 
mayo, is an acquired taste, and let's just say it's not 
my cup of soup,? Kim said.

?On the other hand, I loved shashlik. That skewered 
kebab tasted so juicy between the perfectly cooked 
meat and the roasted eggplant, onion, and tomatoes. I 
could eat it everyday if I had to."

While two juniors went overseas, a sophomore, Kelli 
Aquino, interned at Tufts University Center for 
Engineering Education and Outreach (CEEO) for a 
month. Aquino had the  opportunity to work on 
many different projects including a Myriad 
programming robot, 3D printing, and laser cutting.

"The entire experience taught me out of the box 
thinking and using all five of my senses to solve a 
particular problem,? Aquino said, describing how the 
internship has transformed her perspective on 
innovation and technology. 

Rebekah, JK and Kelli learned a lot and created 
memories to last a lifetime this summer. 

Meet our student council president

by Raphael Hanna `16

Natalie FitzPatr ick, a 17-year-old Winthrop, MA 
resident and current senior at Saint Joseph 
Preparatory High School, discusses her future goals 
and experiences thus far as a senior at SJP, as well as 
her role in extracurricular activities and Student 
Council. 

Since her freshman year, FitzPatrick said she had 
been thinking about running for a leadership role in 
Student Council, but never for president.

?I had been involved in student council in middle 
school and as an underclassman, but never pictured 
myself in this specific role. I didn't think senior year 
would get here so quickly, but when it did, I realized 
that this was my last chance to run.? 

Fitzpatrick further explained her goals as President 
this year for Student Council. ?We want to organize 
a Relay For Life group, which is an overnight walk 
to benefit cancer research,? FitzPatrick explained.  

Although she is Student Council President, to her 
friends, she is just another girl at school. Fitzpatrick 
mentioned that being President of Student Council 
has not yet made her to feel different this year. 

(continued on page 3)

On September  27, members of the SJP family joined the Allston- 
Brighton community, running in the annual Brian Honan 5K road 
race.
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Student Council President (continued from page 2)

?It will get stressful balancing homework, the 
college process, work, sports, and extracurriculars, 
but I want to make it fun! It's awesome to be doing 
this alongside three of my best friends? Sarah, 
Elizabeth, and Dong Su,? Fitzpatrick said. ?Mainly, 
I want underclassmen to be able talk to me about 
anything, and that's already happening which is 
great. I'm not intimidating; I?m supportive, clumsy, 
and usually all over the place spilling coffee or 
something."

Going into her senior year, FitzPatrick has learned 
that it's important to be comfortable and motivated 
here at SJP. ?I?m motivated by my friends. We all 
support one another and help each other if we are 
struggling in certain subjects. I want to repay my 
friends and family by doing the best that I can 
because they've been there for me," FitzPatrick 
answered. Her motivation to strive for excellence is 
echoed through her future plans for next year. 
While discussing future college goals, Natalie said, 
?I really do not know the specifics of what I want to 
do in the future, but I do know that my heart is set 
on studying secondary education somewhere on the 
east coast. One of my top schools right now is 
Catholic University in D.C., specifically their 
honors program. It would be amazing to get 
accepted into that program."
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Feature: Applications are upon us

by Erina Parker `16

It?s that time of the year again; leaves are falling, 
pumpkins are once more incorporated into drinks 
and pastries, and college application deadlines are 
approaching. Seniors, and some enthusiastic 
juniors, are preparing for college: college fairs, 
information nights, campus visits, interviews, and 
exclusively for the seniors is the application 
process. It may be intimidating and over- 
whelming, but here are some important deadlines 
to keep in mind:

November 5: Last day to register for December 5 
SAT Reasoning Test and/or SAT Subject Tests.

November 6: Last day to register for December 
12 ACT.

November 24: Deadline to have FINAL college 
list in Naviance.

December 28: Last day to register for January 23 
SAT Reasoning Test and/or SAT Subject Tests.

Though the actual deadline to submit applications 
varies from school to school, generally the early 
action deadlines range from early November to 
early December and regular decision deadlines 
frequently begin on January 1. Our Director of 
College Counseling, Ms. Piendak, offers this 
advice for completing the Common App: fill out 
what you know; keep track of sections or 
questions that you don?t know; and don't be afraid 
to ask your college counselor for help.  It is also 
best to organize your activities, honors, and 
awards, and don?t forget to review your 
application before submitting. If you encounter 
any bumps or difficulties your  college counselor 
is here to help.

 
Natalie (right) with Sarah and Elizabeth at their Junior 
Retreat.



On the road to see Pope Francis

by  Natalie Fitzpatrick `16

It was an exciting weekend for the students, faculty, 
and nearly one million others who traveled to 
Philadelphia for the experience of a lifetime. They 
found themselves at the third and final stop of Pope 
Francis' first ever journey to the United States. After 
a long, early bus ride on the morning of Saturday, 
Sept. 26, students accompanied by faculty leaders 
and several students from Matignon High School 
got to explore what is known as "The City of 
Brotherly Love." Sharon King '17 described her 
experience as one that she will never forget: 

"I had a great time with everyone. The whole 
atmosphere was just amazing. There was so much 
love and support everywhere and I loved how much 
Pope Francis emphasized family and friends!"

Sean Bennett '17 noted that "It was a great 
weekend with great people. It was very exciting to 
meet and bond with the Matignon kids while seeing 
the Pope." 

Saint Joseph Prep's seventeen student travelers 
ended up with a fantastic view of Pope Francis, and 
stood close enough to take some incredible pictures! 
They stayed overnight at the Museum of American 
Jewish History along with travelers from all over 
the country. Highlights from their trip included 
watching the parade, Festival of Families, and Papal 
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Mass on a television screen next to Independence 
Hall. 

These members of Saint Joseph Prep feel so lucky to 
have heard, in person, the "People's Pope" speak on 
topics such as his gratitude towards the U.S., the 
importance of striving for peace, and the protection 
of human life. This once-in-a-lifetime chance would 
not have been possible for the SJP community 
without the leadership of Ms. Gabriel and 
chaperones Mrs. Osborne, Mr. Scarlata, and Ms. 
Griffith.

Summer renovations improve life at SJP

by Kate Stanislaski `18

Three people in 
the SJP 
community  
were asked 
about their 
reactions to the 
renovations to 
the school over 
the summer. All 
three agreed that 

the renovations have improved their lives here at 
SJP.

After two months of the 20152016 school year, 
many students are beginning to truly appreciate the 
improvements to the science labs and the Learning 
Commons that occurred over the summer.  From 
chatter in the hallways and interviews with students 
and teachers, the renovations have earned 
unanimously positive reviews.

"The school is becoming more modern because now 
that we have all this new open space, like the 
Learning Commons, students feel like we have         

(continued on page 5)
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Renovations (continued from page 4)

a much more comfortable space just to hang out and 
work," said Megan Bane, a 15-yearold Saint Joseph 
sophomore. She explained how after school the 
Learning Commons is a nicer alternative than trying 
to focus in the dining hall which can get quite loud 
and distracting.  

Mr. Poponyak, the director of the Academic 
Enrichment Center agreed with Bane. "The 
Academic Enrichment Center is great because I have 
this office and there's multiple rooms which means 
there's always somewhere that kids can go study and 
have a little bit more privacy. With more quiet space 
to work, it's a better studying environment," 
explained Mr. Poponyak.

Poponyak added how he's become aware of how 
many more students have migrated to the AEC since 
the renovations. "I've noticed that there have been 
many more students up here during study halls, and 
because of the renovations they have been more 
engaged in academics during their study hall 
periods," he says. That combined with the group 
study spaces, he went on to explain, is a nice 
improvement. The Learning Commons provides a 
peaceful haven for students to study, research, read 
collaborate and learn.

After talking with multiple science teachers, they've 
revealed that not only has the new Learning 
Commons been an improvement to student and 

On Saturday, October 10, 2015 SJP students gathered in 
the gym to dance the night away at the Homecoming 
Dance.  Thank you to all of the members of the Student 
Council for planning such a terrific event!

New STEAM Lab on the first floor.

Everybody dance!

Erina poses for a whimsical photo.

faculty life, but the new labs on the first and second 
floors have added an extra component to learning 
that the school didn't have in the past.

Chr is Elize, a Saint Joseph senior says, "It's nice 
that we have our own space to use types of heavy 
machinery required for robotics."

All of our students or teachers can tell you how 
much the renovations have truly improved life at 
SJP.
                               __________
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school to high school," Belarmino?said. 

Kira Fernandes, a freshman from Saint John Paul II 
in Dorchester, feels comfortable with the workload so 
far in freshmen year. 

"I thought it [the workload] would be much more 
than middle school, since middle school teachers 
always said, 'In high school you are given three times 
the amount of homework and tests you are given 
now,'" Fernandes said. 

Happily for our ninth graders, high school is not quite 
what they expected.  Freshmen year is off to a great 
start!

Expectation vs. reality 
by Kelli Aquino '18 

This year, the SJP community welcomed 80 new 
freshmen into the Class of 2019. All of the students 
I spoke with immediately found high school a 
completely different experience from middle 
school. In addition, those same freshmen also 
thought high school would be like it is portrayed in 
Mean Girls, Clueless, and White Chicks; filled with 
bullies, made up of stereotypical cliques, and 
having mounds of homework to do each night. 
However, that expectation was at once removed 
from their minds once they stepped through the 
doors at SJP. 

Gavin Sawyer , a?14-year-old freshman from St. 
Mary's in Melrose, talked about how the 
Upperclassmen are more friendly than he expected. 
"TV shows and movies show them 
[Upperclassmen] treating freshmen as fresh meat. 
In reality they are very nice people," said Sawyer. 
Sawyer was one of three freshmen interviewed 
about how their perceptions of high school have 
changed since they came to SJP. 

Another freshman, Isabella Belarmino?from Our 
Lady's Academy in Waltham, commented that she 
is happy to be welcomed by her classmates. "They 
are helping me with my transition from middle 
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Members of the Class of 2019 enjoyed a sunny day on retreat on 
September 25. The  retreat was held at Camp Clark in Plymouth.


