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Seniors make the most of 
final retreat

by Natalie FitzPatrick `16

The Class of 2016 has already 
experienced so many "lasts" this 
year, and it is barely November! 
On October 17, the seniors 
embarked on our  last of four 
grade level retreats here at SJP. 
This time, 
we returned 
to the lo- 
cation of our 
sophomore 
retreat, 
Camp Bur- 
gess and 
Hayward in 
Sandwich, 
MA. Like 
most retreats, 
this ex- 
perience was 
centered 
around reflecting and bonding 
with one another, but this time, we 
kept three important questions in 
mind as we went about our 
weekend: 

"What brings me joy?" 

"What am I good at?" and 

"Who does the world need me to 
be?"

Student leaders, Elizabeth Watts, 
Michael Martinez, Vanessa 

Alvarado, and Bryan Williams, 
delivered exceptional speeches on 
topics such as vocation, personal 
struggles, talents, and the ability 
to leave a mark on the SJP 
community. The students were 
also grateful for the faculty 
leaders who gave talks and 
organized activities throughout the 
weekend.

Upon arrival, 
and after 
settling into 
bunk beds 
and cabins, 
we kicked 
off the re- 
treat  with 
several 
icebreakers.

Small groups 
each choreo- 
graphed 
dances to hit 

songs and we played a game of 
telephone using drawings instead 
of words. Saturday's activities also 
included a group trip to Marylou's 
for coffee, a blindfolded trust walk 
(all the way to dinner and back), a 
video of reflections from last 
year's retreat, and of course, a 
campfire. After prayer and placing 
intentions into the fire, we broke 
out the guitars  and sang around

 (continued on page 3)

  Upcoming Events

 Nov.  20-21 Arabian Nights

Nov. 21 International Thanksgiving

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Mass

Nov. 25-27 Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 30 Winter Sports Begin

Dec. 2 Quarter 2 Interim Reports

Dec. 4 Movie Night

Dec. 8 The Feast of Immaculate 
Conception Mass

Dec. 16 PSAT Interpretation and Junior

Kick-off Night

Dec. 17-18 Oxfam Fast

Dec. 18 Christmas Program

Dec. 21-Jan 4 Christmas Break
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Welcome to the Arabian palace

by Anthony Khoory `19

Welcome to the 
Arabian palace, 
where a cold- 
hearted and inse- 
cure king kills 
each woman he 
marries, day after 
day. Only after one 
girl comes along 
does this killing 
stop. Who is this 
girl? What is her 
strange power? 
You?ll have to 
come watch the 
Phoenix Players' 

production of Arabian Nights to find out!

This play will be one of the finest to have ever been 
produced on the Phoenix stage, as the cast and crew have 
worked tirelessly over the past few months, rehearsing, 
and rehearsing, and rehearsing. I spoke to a few of the 
cast members to see how they liked being part of the play 
and how they  manage all the responsibilities of the 
student-actor life.

Bella Belarmino `19, who portrays the strange and 
magical girl, is absolutely thrilled to be playing a part in 
this show! When asked about the experience, she said, 
"Scheherezade [the special girl] has been very difficult to 
play because she has many layers in herself.?

Bryan Williams `16 said this about his character, the 
Vizier: ?The Vizier is a pretty scared guy [because of his 
strict relationship with the king] and he is challenging for 
me to play.? 

King Shahryar, played by Liam FitzPatr ick `16, is an 
extremely challenging role to play because the character 
goes through a huge transition in his persona. He declared 

his character to be ?very insecure and angry, but 
significant compared to other kings.?

Although time in the spotlight is glorious, it requires 
tons and tons of work in advance. Just ask McKenzie 
Jennette `18 who has memorized a two-page 
monologue. She said ?it took a lot of focus and 
determination, but with the help of Ms. LaFauci, 
everything worked out in the end.? Behind the curtain, 
director Mariagrazia LaFauci had a few words to say 
about the SJP production: ?The story is one of the most 
beautiful aspects of the play, and what?s great is that we 
are putting on our own interpretation of it.? 

The actors in Arabian Nights are thrilled to share this 
breathtaking story with you!  This show has inspired 
the world to appreciate a deluded king who looks to a 
girl who leads him to new worlds that remind him of 
who he once was. They hope that you may also relive 
the story of the Arabian Nights. You?ll also catch me in 
a few scenes, so you do not want to miss out!

Come see the Phoenix Players with performances on 
Fr iday, November 20 and Saturday, November 21. 
Tickets are available online at phoenixplayers. 
brownpapertickets.com for only $5 for faculty and 
students and $10 for general admission. Tickets at the 
door cost $8 for faculty and students and $13 for 
general admission. The curtain rises at 7 PM.

For more information, please visit sjpphoenixplayers. 
wordpress.com.

Cast members took part in a mask-making workshop 
during rehearsals.  The masks will be used in the 
performances on Nov. 20-21.
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Feature: Students find personally and 
financially rewarding after school jobs

by Nailah Khoory `18

Over the summer, I had the opportunity to volunteer at 
Saint Elizabeth?s Medical Center down the street. from 
our school.  My experience in the hospital pain 
management clinic was personally rewarding and I 
learned a lot.  Many students at SJP hold down summer 
or after school jobs, which are also fulfilling in 
different ways.  I spoke to our Student Body President, 
Natalie FitzPatr ick `16 and sophomore Andrew 
Cobuccio `18 about their work experience.

Natalie  brews our favorite coffee at Starbucks. She 
commented on her experience as a barista, ?I really 
enjoy it, and that has a lot to do with the people I work 
with. It's super challenging sometimes because you are 
doing so many things at once, and there are so many 
people to keep track of, but it feels really great when 
everyone is satisfied with their drinks.?

The student-barista also mentioned how this job has 
helped her manage her time. She said, ?Working has 
helped me prioritize by improving my time 
management. I find myself outlining books and 
finishing essays during my breaks rather than just 
sitting around. I usually work nights so the time I have 
in between school and work has become so crucial for 
seeking extra help.?

She shared her favorite parts of working at Starbucks, 
?One thing I love is that Starbucks is really good to its 
employees and partners. For example, I get a pound of 
coffee or a box of Keurig cups every week. The best 
part, however, is seeing the regular customers who 
come in everyday and know me! Watching the BC kids 
in the café studying every night is very motivating as 
well."

Andrew works for a summer camp program in 
Norwood.  He is a camp counselor at the Father 
McAleer Playground. This summer, he was in charge of 
a group of 10-year-old boys, but the program does have 

a varied age group. Andrew talked about the best part 
of working with the children, ?My favorite memories 
are probably playing sports with the kids and seeing 
their reactions when they succeed, by scoring a goal or 
making a basket.? 

Andrew also talked about what he has learned at Father 
Mac's. ?I learned so much from it [the job], such as 
leadership, because these kids are looking up to me.?

Natalie and Andrew are not only gaining real world 
work experience at their jobs, they also have the 
satisfaction of taking home a paycheck for a job well 
done.

Senior Retreat (continued from page 1) 

the fire while toasting s'mores. 

The overnight trip gave the seniors a chance to affirm 
one another and get to know the people we have called 
classmates for almost four years. To cap off the weekend, 
the forty-one seniors posed for  two class pictures 
(because of the small size of the class) to form the  
number  16.

As the college process continues, and we consider 
different schools and majors our class has learned that no 
matter which career we pursue, we can always find ways 
to be who the world truly needs  us to be.



A strong showing from Boys Soccer this year

by  Raphael Hanna`17

Talent and 
hard work are 
everything to a 
team's success. 
In order for a 
team to be 
successful they 
must have both 
attributes, as 
there cannot be 
one without 
the other. Hard 

work starts from the top going down as Head Coach 
Avani says. This season, the boys soccer players showed 
their grit and determination throughout the season by 
posting a 765 record and qualifying for the state 
tournament as the No. 10 seed but eventually losing a 
heartbreaker in the first round on the road to Bishop 
Fenwick by a score of 10. 

Looking back on the season after the disappointing 
playoff loss to Bishop Fenwick, Assistant Coach Faherty 
recalled the scene of his players on the sidelines after the 
game had ended, ?Losing a tough one like that to Bishop 
Fenwick is difficult, but watching the guys on the 
sidelines after the game and seeing them give one 
another hugs and high fives was special. I took a step 
back and observed how much of a team they had become 
from the beginning of the season to now. Although it 
was not the result we had hoped for, just the realization 
that they had worked hard for two months and 
accomplished something special with one another was 
nice to see.? 

As with any team, there were ups and downs throughout 
the grueling two-month stretch of the season. The boy?s 
team did not get off to a hot start, but they were able to 
pick themselves up and regain their mojo heading into 
the bulk of their schedule.

Despite the departures of key seniors including Adr ian 
HawaniPlaza, Dong Su Kim, Michael Roselle, and 
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Gianluca Giani, starting right back Andrew 
Donabedian `17 believes that the team still has plenty of 
talent within the other classes on the roster to produce and 
compete at a high level in the 2016 season: ?Throughout 
the season, we had guys running in and out of the lineup 
with injuries and whatnot, so we had many 
underclassmen come and fill in nicely for us."

Looking ahead to next season, the team has unlimited 
potential. The core four players of Donabedian, Dante 
Salvucci `17, Benjamin Stratter `17, and Jonathan 
Stratter `17 will all be returning next season to anchor a 
defense that had already had much success this past 
season. Also, one of the best players in the league, striker 
Vova Quigley `17 will also be returning to bolster an 
attack that will look to generate more firepower in hopes 
of clinching another playoff berth. Not only that but the 
development of the talented underclassmen such as John 
Dooley `19 and Jack O?Dea `19 will be another key to 
success for next season. 

The Phoenix are poised to qualify for the postseason and 
make a deep run in the tournament next fall after a very 
promising and successful 2015 campaign. 

The girls on the varsity volleyball team  had a terrific 
season too, making it to the second round of the state 
tournament.
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Campus Ministry: the gateway to student faith life

by Kelli Aquino ?18

Thinking I had too many 
commitments already, I 
had been procrastinating 
about joining Campus 
Ministry since last year. 
This prompted me to 
interview Ms. Gabriel, 
one of our Theology 
teachers and the Director 
of Campus Ministry at 
SJP.  I wanted to find out 

how to join the Campus Ministry student team and what 
being  a member involves.

How long have you taught Theology at SJP and been 
the Director of Campus Ministry?

I have taught Theology and been the director of Campus 
Ministry at Saint Joseph Prep for four years.

What inspired you to become a Theology teacher?

Looking back, I never thought I would be a Theology 
teacher. When I began teaching in a Catholic school, I 
soon realized I had a passion for sharing my faith with 
others, and I began taking steps to teach Theology.

Could you please tell me more about your 
responsibilities as  the Director of Campus Ministry.

My job entails many things. I coordinate all of the prayer 
services and Masses at school. I also plan all the retreats 
(grade level retreats and Kairos), and I coordinate service 
projects, both local activities and service trips.

Please tell me about being a member of the Campus 
Ministry student team.  What do the students do?

The members of our Campus Ministry team do many 
things in the school community. They lead prayer at all 
school gathering and in chapel. They participate in Mass 
as readers, gift bearers, altar servers, and Eucharistic 
ministers. They also lead retreats and service projects and 
help to coordinate fund-raising efforts for various 

community organizations.

Is it a big commitment to join Campus Ministry?

The time commitment for Campus Ministry depends on 
each student?s desire to participate. Some students 
participate weekly. Others will lead retreats or service 
projects but not have a weekly commitment. Overall, it 
depends on the participant.

Are there regular meetings for Campus Ministry? I f 
so, when and where?

We do not meet on a 
weekly basis but we try 
to have quarterly 
meetings. By having 
bigger meetings less 
frequently, we are able to 
coordinate with other 
activities and sports in 
the school and get more 
members to participate.

Not everyone will be 
able to travel away on 
Campus Ministry tr ips. 
How else can students 
be involved?

There are many ways students can get involved locally. 
For example, we just started our Servants to the Dear 
Neighbor  program. This is a fiveweek service program. 
Student participants are at three different service sites 
(Wingate Nursing Home, Dorchester Neighborhood 
Service Center, and the Allston-Brighton Community 
Supper) and on Thursdays, they attend a discussion 
group to further understand the work they are doing for 
our local community.

Students can also get involved by taking part in the 
Chr istmas in the City event and the Oxfam Fast, not 
to mention the countless opportunities in our school 
from reading at gathering to participating in Mass.

(continued on page 6)
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with a resident at a nursing home. For some it does not 
feel like service because you are not doing physical work. 
But for those you are serving, it?s some of the most 
valuable service we can give. For me this can often be the 
most difficult type of service I do, but it is also the most 
rewarding.

What is your most impor tant goal for students at SJP?

For me the most important goal of Campus Ministry is to 
give students a space to share their faith in whatever way 
feels right to them. We understand that not all of our 
students are Catholic, but we want everyone to feel as 
though they can be a part of the faith community at SJP. 
From the perspective of service, my goal is that students 
can see service as more than just a requirement to move 
on to the next grade. It is truly an opportunity to give back 
to those who are less fortunate than all of us.

What advice or words of wisdom do you want to give 
to students interested in joining Campus Ministry?

First I would say ?All are welcome!? Every student in the 
school is welcome and encouraged to join our Campus 
Ministry team. Second, if a student is interested, but 
unsure where to go, I would tell him/her to talk to me, talk 
to their Theology teacher, or talk to any number of 
classmates who are models of faith in our school every 
day. We are all here to help in any way we can.

I would like to thank Ms. Gabriel for this very informative 
interview!  Now that I have this information and know 

that the commit- 
ment is up to the 
individual, I re- 
alize that I 
could have 
joined Campus 
Ministry last 
year. It is never 
late too join, 
and now I am a 

proud member of Campus Ministry at SJP and hope 
anyone else who is interested will come check it out!

Campus Ministry (continued from page 5)

Could you tell me what goes on in a typical Campus 
Ministry service meeting/tr ip?

We have two approaches to service. Some of our service 
events just involve the experience, like Christmas in the 
City or a clean-up day. Other service opportunities have a 
more reflective component. 

As I mentioned earlier, our Servants to the Dear Neighbor 
Program calls on participants to meet weekly and share 
their experiences. It also gives them a space to learn more 
about social justice issues in the community.

Similarly, the trip to the Romero Center  in Camden, NJ 
is both a service trip and an experience in social justice 
education. Students go to  service sites during the day, and 
the evening programs focus on the daily injustices the 
citizens of Camden encounter. For me, I believe the 
service with a reflective component is more valuable 
because it gives students the opportunity to really 
understand how their service impacts the community.

What is your favor ite place (hospital, food pantry, 
etc...) to travel on a service tr ip? Why?

I have two answers to this question. My initial reaction is 
the soup kitchens. I have worked in many soup kitchens, 
and they have all been amazing experiences. One I 
remember in particular is the St. Francis Inn in 
Philadelphia, PA.

At this particular site, the diners are treated like guests in a 
restaurant. They come in, they are seated at a table, and 
the staff comes around and serves them like a waiter or 
waitress would. For me it was a really powerful testament 
to the human dignity of these individuals. For so many it 
can be dehumanizing to go through a line at a soup 
kitchen, but at the St. Francis Inn the homeless were 
treated as welcomed guests.

My second response to this is any place I can do what we 
call a ministry of presence. Ministry of presence means 
doing service just by being present in the community. This 
could mean playing a card game with guests at a homeless 
day shelter. It could mean sitting and building a puzzle 
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month, and we hope the pattern will continue in 
December. 

No experience is needed; all you need is time and a team 
to participate. Not all the challenges are engineering-based 
either; the upcoming challenge will involve more critical 
thinking skills, solving clues, and puzzles. So prepare 
yourself for the December STEAM challenge!

Students and faculty anticipate next STEAM 
challenge

by Erina Parker `17

 STEAM incorporates science, technology, engineering, 
art, and math into one single course that is exclusively 
for sophomores. Thankfully, Ms.Gipson, the science and 
STEAM teacher of Saint Joseph Prep has instituted the 
STEAM challenge program, which is open to all 
students and even the faculty. By participating freshmen 
can get an idea of what?s in store for them, sophomores 
can practice what they have learned outside the 
classroom, and juniors and seniors can demonstrate their 
knowledge and ability from prior years' experience.

 The monthly STEAM challenges are a fun and 
engaging way to relieve stress. In October students were 
faced with the task of building the tallest tower out of a 
single marshmallow, a yard of tape, and dry spaghetti. 
All of the challenges are timed, so the pressure is on.  
However, the competition is  are about more than 
winning. It?s about building; building towers and 
building teams. 

In November students were faced with the challenge of 
building the best catapult to launch a ping pong ball the 
furthest. Contestants used a variety of tactics, and the 
winning tactic was employed  by the juniors. 
Continuing their winning streak,  Hayley Leger `17 and 
Joadly Duplan `17 took  the gold by launching their 
ping-pong ball 5 feet 7 inches. The turnout for 
November's contest greatly increased compared to last 
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A group of students traveled with faculty members to the idyllic 
Craigville Retreat Center on the Cape last weekend for the Fall 
Kairos Retreat.  Karios is defined as "the Lord's time."   During the 
student-led retreat, participants come together to reflect on God's 
place in their lives and  to focus on their faith lives.


