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New faces, old freshman

by  James Sitcawich̀  17

After the first Visiting Day for 
accepted students was cancelled due to 
the snow day, the Admissions Office 
began the shadow days on Tuesday, 
February 23. Thanks to Mrs. Spencer, 
Mr. Faherty, and the SJP community, 
the accepted students had an excellent 
time. 

While the halls were abnormally 
crowded, the shadows and their SJP 
hosts managed to get through the day. 
Just like in the past,  the freshmen 
hosts and their shadows followed a 
special schedule. The schedule is 
utilized so teachers can give better 
insight on how classes work without 
interfering with regular class time. 

SJP students knew it was shadow day 
because of the abundance of students at 
first lunch, the absence of most 
students at second lunch, and the more 
than usual crowded halls.  But they 
were ready to welcome our visitors.   
As the visiting students attended class, 
had lunch and walked down the halls, 
they were amazed by the welcoming 
environment of SJP.  

The goal of Saint Joseph Prep is to be a 
school that is exceptional and 
accessible. Here at SJP, students are 
not just another number. Our small and  
friendly school community demon- 
strated this to the prospective students. 

The  first of three Admitted Student 
Visiting Days was a huge success for 
not just the Admissions Office, but for 
the school and its future as well!

Additionally, on Wednesday, February 
24, Saint Joseph Prep welcomed 
prospective members of the Class of 
2020  and their families for an evening 
of conversation and community, 
providing  our guests with the 
opportunity to connect with current 
students, parents and faculty members. 
Read more about the Admitted 
Students Reception on  the Saint 
Joseph Prep website.

  Upcoming Events

Mar. 11-12 Spring Musical (Godspell)

Mar. 11-13 Robotics Competition

Mar. 15 Scrabble Tournament in LC

Mar. 16 College Road-Class of 2018

Mar. 17 Art Field Trip to WAM

Mar. 18 Multicultural Day

Mar. 18-20 Kairos Retreat

Mar. 19 Feast of St. Joseph

Mar. 21 Spring Sports Begin

Mar. 24 Qtr 3 Ends

Mar. 25 Good Friday (no school)

Mar. 27 Happy Easter

Mar. 28 Easter Monday (no school)

Mar. 29 Qtr. 4 Begins

Mar. 31 Scholars' Mass and 
Breakfast with Cardinal 
Sean

A panel of SJP students in the 
Learning Commons answers 
questions for the visiting students 
and their families at the Admitted 
Students Reception.

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535
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Student Council hosts annual Winter 
Semi-Formal

by Seohyun Shim  `16

Roughly 80 freshmen and sophomores gathered in the 
school gym on Saturday, February 6 to attend the annual 
Semi-Formal Winter Dance, sponsored by the Student 
Council.

This year?s dance theme, Hawaiian Luau/Under the Sea, 
was chosen by a vote among Student Council members. 
Ms. Griffith, Student Council Moderator, said, ?This 
year?s theme was Luau/Under the Sea, and we used blue 
colors to give the students warm, fun and tropical 
feelings.?

Ms. Griffith further added that the avid participation 
among freshmen was vital to the success of the event. ?A 
majority of the freshmen class was present, and they were 
also active as members of Student Council. For example, 
Bella Belar imo orchestrated a giant balloon tree, and that 
was the centerpiece of our decorations.?

A Student Council member also said that Student Council 
did its best to bring about a successful event. Nailah 
Khoory, sophomore class Vice President, said, ?Student 
Council members came early that day at 4 PM to set up 
[for] the event and decorate the gym with festive colors 
and dazzling lights that reminded us of summer and  [the] 
beach.?

FEATURES

Developmental to dream team 

by Gioia Guarino `19

The first time on the ice was one filled with anticipation 
and excitement. The 21 students started out as strangers, 
but soon came together as a team. The coaches, Mr. 
Scarlata and Mr. O?Leary, were committed to make the 
ice time count and allow everyone to pick up on every 
skill. Meeting twice a week at Dexter Southfield school 
in Brookline, the developmental team and its players not 
only learned how to play hockey, but also became one 
big family. 

When asked about 
their experiences on 
the team, four 
freshmen players? 
responses were no- 
thing but positive. 
Shadi Lopez said 
her skills as a 
hockey player have 
improved signifi- 
cantly over the 
season, and that it 
was an wonderful 

experience to work with her teammates and the coaches.

(continued on page 3)

Tropical Escape for Underclassmen: Freshmen enjoy their tropical 
retreat at the Luau/Under the Sea-themed Semi-formal. 

Aleksandra Chr istie, a freshman participant at the event, 
said it was a success, and the freshmen class  enjoyed the 
night.

?It was really fun to spend time at the dance, and my 
friends and I loved being there. We really loved the ?photo 
booth? in the gym, and the Hawaiian leis handed out to the 
students,? Christie said.

  

Teammates, Maeve, Jenna and Meghan 
smile for the camera before hitting the ice.
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Hockey development team (continued from page 2)

"Being a part of the development team was an amazing 
experience. It was very helpful, and the coaches were 
very supportive,? Lopez said. She continued with 
excitement, ?I never thought I would've learned as much 
as I did in just those three months. I'm so excited for next 
year?s team."

"I would have never thought I would be doing hockey 
freshman year,? Maeve O?Br ien said, describing how she 
was like many others on her team who couldn?t imagine 
playing hockey for the first time. She said the experience 
was awesome, and it was an opportunity for her and her 
teammates to get involved in the school community. 

?The development team was a good opportunity for a 
bunch of girls to try something new and out of their 
comfort zone,? O?Brien said. 

Sarah Forcellati, who learned how to skate for the first 
time this season, said her favorite part of the experience 
was becoming friends with her teammates.

?When I first stepped on the ice, I was very hesitant about 
the whole experience, and I wasn?t sure if I would like the 
sport,? Forcellati said. ?By the second week, I was able to 
skate, and each week after [teammates and I] improved a 
lot.  Week by week, I got closer to the small groups girls I 
was with. Now I see them as my family.?

Meghan Doyle, who also didn?t know how to play 
hockey before, said the team is filled with excitement and  
plans for next year.

?With the end of each season, the new one awaits. Both 
varsity teams will be set with new, committed athletes, 
and they are ready to bring home wins for the Phoenix. I 
am proud to be part of that journey,? Doyle said.

 

Mr. Rober ts shares his thoughts on teaching, tennis, 
and pizza

by Anthony Khoorỳ 19

Mr. Roberts is a 
veteran social studies 
teacher who has 
worked in many 
private schools. He has 
an undergraduate 
degree from 
Providence College 
(RI). After teaching in 
New York for three 
years at St. Anthony?s 
High School, his alma 
mater, Mr. Roberts 

worked 9 years at East Catholic (CT) , and most recently 
at the Fay School (MA). A New York native from Long 
Island, he currently resides on the South Shore and 
drives a whopping 45 minutes to an hour  in heavy 
traffic to get to school. Luckily, he has the sea right 
outside his door, allowing him to ?take advantage of the 
beaches,? he said.

He noted that as a teacher, he emphasizes the importance 
of formulated discussion and framing things around a 
question to answer. Mr. Roberts further said that there 
are no definitive answers in classes of his subject matter. 
He said, ?In math, 2 plus 2 always equals 4. Here it is 
open ended. I like the discovery of new-old things.? 

Mr. Roberts also said that history is filled with such great 
stories and he enjoys the literary aspect of history. His 
favorite subjects as a child were History and English, 
and presumably, they still are.

Mr. Roberts is not only a veteran teacher but also a 
caring husband and father. According to him, his most 
memorable accomplishment was ?marrying my wife and 
having our son.?

When two of his students were asked about their 
experience in his classroom, they described it as an 
academically enlightening and intellectually challenging 
experience. 

(continued on page 4)
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SPORTS

Juniors enjoyed a break from classes as they visited Saint 
Anselm College or the University of New Hampshire on 
February 26.  The trip offered them a sneak peek into the 
college process.  Read more about the Class of 2017's College 
Visits on  the Saint Joseph Prep website.

Swim for the win

by Raphael Hanna`17

As the snow melts and the winter season dwindles down 
to a close, so does the swim season. The Saint Joseph 
Prep High School swim team wrapped up its regular 
season on February 4 with a strong record of 6-2-1, 
which earned them a third place finish overall in the 
Catholic Central League.

The main goal heading into the season for the team was 
to improve together in their racing times as well as in 
their scores from the previous year in order to qualify 
for the state tournament for the first time in the school?s 
history. The swimmers' hard work ultimately paid off as 
they were able to qualify and finish for states after 
facing many quality teams within the CCL.

At the CCL championships, the SJP swim team was able 
to finish fourth overall with contributions from a variety 
of swimmers. Juniors Jackie Joyce and Theresa 
Sandbrook led the pack as they were able to achieve 

(continued on page 5)

Mr. Rober ts (continued from page 3)

?I don?t think I enjoyed history like I do now before I took 
his classes, and I love the fact that he dedicates much time in 
class to discussions and debates,? Luis Colina-Garcia `16, 
one of Mr. Roberts? AP US History students, said, describing 
his experience in the classroom.  Colina-Garcia added, ?Mr. 
Roberts never seems to lose his temper.  Whenever the class 
misbehaves, he?ll say to please be quiet, but never anything 
like ?shut up?.?

Another student, Nam Bui `16 agreed, ?He?s always really 
cool and chill you know??

When asked about his hobbies, Mr. Roberts said he has a 
passion for tennis. Although his two brothers played 
lacrosse, he stuck with tennis, for it was, and still is, one of 
his passions. He played in high school and college, and still 
plays to this day, two to three times a week at the YMCA in 
Hanover. He visits his team in Connecticut to play the ladder 
competition every so often. Mr. Roberts is thinking of 
coaching the SJP tennis team, if time in  his schedule allows.

To the question of his favorite food, he said, ?Well I love a 
really good steak, but on a regular basis it would be pizza, 
New York pizza in particular. It?s the best pizza in the 
world.?

Mr. Roberts ended the interview by  answering who his 
favorite president is. ?Abraham Lincoln was our greatest 
president in  a tumultuous period of time. While I can?t 
imagine what it is like to be the guy sitting in the chair, he 
coped with the situation well, and never lost his sense of 
humor.? 

Members of The TIE staff invite everyone to visit the SJP student 
newspaper?s Wordpress site at https://thetiesjp.wordpress.com/.  The 
new site currently features key stories from the print edition of the 
newspaper.  Our staff members are diligently working on video and 
podcast projects, which will be posted soon.  

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535
https://thetiesjp.wordpress.com/
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Jojo remains focused as she dominates the court and 
goes in for the layup.

Student-Athlete of  the Month

Congratulations to Joadly Duplan, `17.  who was named 
February's Student-Athlete of the Month.  She is a stellar 
member of the girls basketball team and  an A student.

Swim Team (continued from page 4)

personal bests in the 200-yard medley relay and 
the100-yard freestyle, respectively. Both Joyce and 
Sandbrook were also able to qualify for states. Way to go 
girls! 

Departing senior, Gianluca Giani, was also able to put 
forth a strong performance at the championships by 
finishing in 8th place in the 200-yard medley relay. 

When Jackie Joyce was asked what her goals for the 
season were, she mentioned that developing her 
swimming skills was an important goal but a greater goal 
was  ?also  to grow close to my teammates and to build 
off of a good year we had last year.? She added, ?I think 
we accomplished that this year because of all the support 
and encouragement we gave each other to be better 
swimmers.? 

Being on a team often unites students and makes them  a 
part of something bigger than one individual. This holds 
true for the SJP swim team. Having a great connection 
with a team not only builds confidence but is a vital aspect 
of a team's cohesiveness and unity. 

Gianluca Giani described the team to be ?like a family to 
me, and the best part about being on this great team is the 
friendship and the friendly competitions.? He continued in 
saying, ?I will definitely remember my teammates after I 
graduate.?

Swimming requires hard work from individuals but 
ultimately comes down to a team effort. Not only has the 
team gained positive contributions from new members 

such as Theresa Sandbrook and freshman Bella 
Belar imo, but also great memories to be carried on after 
the season is over. 

Doing a sport is not just practicing the sport itself; it is 
also about meeting new people, making memories, and 
achieving goals as a whole team. With a strong showing 
this year, the Phoenix swimmers will look to make some 
more noise next year after a very promising 2015-2016 
season.
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SJP Robotics finishes its build season on a strong 
note 

by Kelli Aquinò 18 

As a new member of the Saint Joseph Prep 1965 Firebirds 
Robotics Team, I have personally seen and participated in 
all the hard work collectively put into overcoming the 
many challenges we have faced throughout Build Season.

Now, as Build Season is at a close, the team has put the 
final touches on its robot to make it ready for 
competitions. 

SJP Robotics Team Team Manager, Sharon King ?17, 
said the team managed to accomplish much during the 
final three days of the build season. 

?We changed our whole blueprint of what our robot was 
going to look like when we were done. We were able to 
complete a working robot that can cross over most 
barriers, transport the ball around the field, and shoot 
pretty successfully.?  

The team?s robot, which will be named at a later date, has 

CLUBS

now been ?bagged up? and is ready for a 3-day North 
Shore District event, at Reading High School, from 
March 11 to March 13.

Now all that is left for the team to complete is its final 
pit design to impress the judges, and posters to explain 
the design process of its robot.

The contagious team spirit has been present all 
throughout Build Season and even more so now that 
Competition Season 2016 is right around the corner.

King ?added later on: ?with the hard work and 
numerous hours our team has put in these past couple 
of days, I am very excited for competition. We may 
not be the biggest robot, but I think we will be 
consistently helpful to our alliances.?

As the build season came to a close, the robotics team- 
the 1965 Firebirds, worked hard and often over the 
February Break to create and submit their creation for 
competition.

Save the Date: Scrabble Tournament

When?  March 15 at 2:45

Where? In the Learning Commons

Do you like words and board games? Do you want to 
test your spelling and vocabulary skills? Join the fun 
in the Learning Commons on March 15 and compete 
in our Scrabble Tournament.

Prizes will be awarded to the highest scoring players 
and refreshments will be served.

See you there!
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CAMPUS MINISTRY ARTS

Saint Joseph Prep spring musical, Godspell will hit the 
stage on Friday, March 11 and Saturday, March 12. The 
curtain will rise at 7 PM.  Don't miss this fabulous 
production!

From Friday, January 29 to Saturday, January 30, a team of 
11 students and 2 faculty members traveled to the Toah 
Nipi Retreat Center in Rindge, NH, for this first-ever 
Discover Retreat. Organized in partnership with Boston 
College High School, the retreat was a mix of discovering 
new friends and discovering oneself.

Read more about the Discover Retreat on  the Saint Joseph 
Prep website.

Discover Retreat participants Dong Su Kim `16, Sarah Murphy 
`16,  Sophia Saponte `17, Natalie FitzPatrick `16, Hannah Burke 
`17, Stephen Harnois `16, Patrice Exconde `16, Erina Parker 
`16, Sean Bennett `17, Emily Taranto `17, Anna Daher `16, Ms. 
Gabriel and Ms. Piendak smiling in front of BC High.

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535

