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SJP Seniors make a difference

by Kate Stanislaski `17

This month, supervisor of the Senior 
Service Program, Ms. Gabriel, was 
interviewed regarding the program in 
place for seniors at SJP.

After final exams in April, all seniors 
are empowered to go out and serve 
their local communities. While 
students are expected to volunteer at a 
place where they would spend most of 
their time working with people, the 
seniors are able to choose volunteer 
locations that are special or important 
to them.

One of the primary requirements when 
selecting where students should 
volunteer for their senior service is that 
the students work with people at least 
eighty percent of the time. While this 
may sound challenging, students can 
volunteer at dozens of schools, nursing 
homes, soup kitchens and many other 
people-filled places in need of their 

service. 

Depending on their AP courses, 
students must complete twenty-five to 
one hundred hours of service, which 
means some students may be required 
to spend a few weeks at their locations. 
In this time, students learn valuable 
skills.

Ms. Gabriel, who is a Theology teacher 
as well as SJP's Campus Minister, 
explained that not only do the students 
get to help those in need but they also 
?gain tremendous interpersonal skills 
through their work as they interact with 
supervisors, patients, students, 
residents, teachers, and so many 
others.?

Ms. Gabriel later went on to point out 
that at first some seniors may see the 
service project as just a requirement for 
graduation, but as they work to make a 
difference in others' lives, many 
students change their perspectives on 
the program.

 

(continued on page 2) 

  Upcoming Events

 May 31 End-of-the-Year Cookout

 Jun 1 Baccalaureate Mass

 Jun 1 Senior/Parents Awards 
Dinner

 Jun 2 Class of 2016 
Commencement

 Jun 3 Study Day (No Classes)

 Jun 7-10 Final Exams

 Jun  21-30 Grand Tour of Italy

Elizabeth Watts enjoyed working with young 
athletes at the Tynan Center. (photo  by L. Creamer)

Liam FitzPatrick works in the computer lab at 
Dedham Country Day School (photo by A. Gabriel)
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We Saw the Future at ADI

by Kelli Aquino `18

On Thursday, April 14 and Friday, April 15, select 
members of the SJP Firebirds Robotics Team were invited 
to attend an Analog Devices Inc. (ADI) conference at the 
Westin Hotel in the Seaport area of Boston. One of the 
team's mentors, Colm Prendergast, who is Director of IoT 
Technology at ADI, was able to get us into the conference 
where we demonstrated and talked about our robot. I had 
the honor of being one of nine team members who went, 
and it was an experience I will cherish forever.

From 8:00 am until 5:30 pm on that Thursday, Alexandra 
Holland `19, Cameron Ferent `19, John Dooley 
`19,?and I spoke with many employees of ADI, from all 
over the United States and the globe, all of whom were 
fascinated with our robot and its sophisticated 3D printed 
suspension system. Unaware of the fact that we are only 
high school students and spent just six weeks building our 
robot, some employees asked us, ?What are you majoring 
in?? or stated, ?This must have taken you at least a year to 
build.? We enjoyed the surprised look on their faces when 
we told them the facts. The comments and compliments 
we received from experienced and respected engineers 
truly reinforced the Firebirds' hard work and dedication to 
making our robot a success. 

Cam Ferent summed up the experience of meeting the 
co-founder of ADI, Dr. Raymond Stata.  ?I recognized him 
immediately and when I realized I was within three feet of 
him, my heart stopped beating,? he said.  This comment 
really puts into perspective the amazing and 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity our team experienced at the 
ADI conference.

On Friday, the second day of the conference, the 
Firebirds were represented by Sharon King `17, Raphy 
Hanna `17, Cali Lapenta `17, Hayley Leger `17, ?and 
Theresa Sandbrook `17, who also showed off our robot 
to employees of ADI. 

?While we were there, we were able to walk around the 
room and take a look at the different devices and 
programs ADI was developing. They were topsecret, 
but we still got to see them! It was really amazing that 
we were able to see the future of ADI projects,? Cali 
Lapenta commented. 

Attending this ADI conference  made us realize that the 
members of the SJP Firebirds Robotics Team are the 
future of engineering, and the fact that we amazed 
experienced engineers with our robot makes this fact 
even more clear; not only did we see the future at ADI, 
but we also realized.that we are the future as well.

Field Day: a popular new Spir it Week tradition

by Gioia Guarino `19 

During the week of April 
4th, students and faculty 
participated in a spirited 
week of dress down days 
and community activities. 
Each day we celebrated an 
assigned theme, which 
allowed everyone to dress 
up and show their creative 
side. 

 (continued on page 3)

Senior Service (continued from page 1)

She expressed her happiness about seeing students 
?really begin to feel the impact they're making on those 
at their service sites? or when ?they form relationships 
with those they serve and come back to school with 
inspirational stories of the difference they've made.?

Through projects like the Senior Service Program, 
teachers like Ms. Gabriel hope to see more and more 
students realize their potential in serving the dear 
neighbor. 

Colm Prendergast, Alexandra Holland, Kelli Aquino, 
Cameron Ferent and John Dooley at the ADI Conference.

Freshmen participate in the Gym 
Games during the Field Day.
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Students travel to Appalachia for service

by Kelli Aquino `18

Instead of relaxing this April Break, SJP students,Yilin 
Lu `17, Audrey McDonough `17, Armani Monteiro 
`17, Sarah Murphy `16, and Yuhan (Cara) Qiu `16, 
selflessly travelled to Appalachia in order to help 
residents of Frenchville, PA.  

According to Armani, ?Appalachia is a region that 
stretches from West Virginia to Georgia, but it is so 
much more than that,? Monteiro ?explains. ?It is a very 
rural and isolated area. We really saw how poor the 
people there were and how they were able to connect 
with each other despite how far apart their neighbors 
were.?

Working with Young People Who Care, the students did 
a variety of activities, from cleaning homes and raking 
a vineyard to visiting a nursing home and playing bingo 
with the residents. ?You could see how the people in the 
nursing home rarely had visitors and we had fun 
spending time with them and helping them do things 
they cannot do themselves,? Monteiro  said.

CAMPUS MINISTRY
Spir it Week (continued from page 2) 

On Monday, it was pajama day! The halls of SJP were 
filled with students dressed (down) in their favorite lazy 
attire. From onesies to sweatshirts, every student showed 
spirit just by rolling out of bed.

Next came Tuesday, and the halls were  filled with 
students wearing suits, ties, and dresses for Classy Dress 
Day. The students, dressed in their best, also celebrated 
their scholarly success at the  academic award ceremony. 
The ceremony acknowledged all the students' success and 
hard work during Quarter 3. Looking sharp, most were 
rewarded for their hard work, while others strove to do 
better in Quarter 4. 

On Wednesday, the students chose to represent either 
country or hip hop, depending on their preference. The 
whole school was awash in  flannel shirts and cowboy 
boots  or  baseball caps and bling.  Anthony Khoory `19 
remarked, "Hip Hop is obviously better than country! We 
got style." 

Moving onto Thursday, the students showed their 
patriotism by wearing  red, white, and blue! The students 
enjoyed a school day with a relaxed dress code. 

Finally, Color Wars ended a successful week of fun! Each 
class dressed completely in their assigned color (purple, 
blue, white or black), and aimed to show the most class 
pride. 

On Friday, a new tradition was born: Field Day.  Students 
and faculty enjoyed a cook-out, followed by a concert 
performed by the SJP  choirs.  Everyone then scattered 
around the campus to take part in some fun activities 
including, dodgeball, a trivia contest, games in the gym or 
musical chairs.  At 2:00 we all reconvened in the Gym for 
a traditional Pep Rally.

Students face off in a spirited  dodgeball competition during the Pep 
Rally.

Audrey helps out in the vineyard (photo by Yilin Lu `17)

Before setting off for Appalachia, the students devised 
some creative strategies to raise money for the trip. One 
of the highlights of the fund-raising process was the 
Pancake Breakfast.  "Many students came to the 
breakfast, because, really, who doesn't love food?" 
Monteiro explained.
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Fourth annual SJP Ar ts Night is a success

Kelli Aquino `18

On Thursday May 12, beautiful and colorful art by 
students from all grade levels was on full display 
throughout the school. Many parents, friends, and family 
of  the young artists attended Arts Night and thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The stairways, hallways, Phoenix 

Hall, and Café  Phoenix  were adorned with sketches, 
paintings, and other works done by students in Art Club, 
Introduction to Visual Art, Graphic Design, and Studio 
Art. The work of the seniors in Advanced Studio Art 
Honors was showcased in the main gallery in Phoenix 
Hall. Those seniors were also given flowers at the end of 
the night to recognize their hard work, dedication, and 
priceless contributions to the arts program at SJP.

In the days leading up to Arts Night, the hallways and 
staircases, along with Phoenix Hall were gradually 
transformed.  ?It was great to come in each morning 
before Arts Night and see many paintings hung up around 
the school. It was like a little preview each day as more 
and more drawings were hung up,? Ar ianys Diaz `18 
remarked.

On the big night, many students, especially freshmen, 
were excited to show off the final products of their many 
hours of hard work to their family; ?I could not wait for 
my mom and dad to see what I was doing in art class and 
why it took me so long for me to do my art homework,? 
Isabella Belarmino `19 stated. ?I was so happy to show 
them how much my hard work paid off."

Arts Night is a great way for students to show their 
parents and family how much their time and dedication to 
the arts has been rewarded. As Hermione Zhang `17, 
who had many beautiful pieces displayed, so eloquently 
stated, ?Arts Night is a wonderful ceremony that 
celebrates the amazing artwork of SJP students. Each 
piece requires hours of brainstorming, creating, mounting, 
and arranging behind the scenes, yet it was a lovely 
process that I enjoyed greatly. Creating art allows me a 
break away from the fast-moving school life  and gives 

me a chance to reflect on my choices and to simply enjoy 
the beauty of art.? This statement truly reflects what Arts 
Night should mean to each young artist. 

 

ARTS

The appreciative crowd begins to gather in Phoenix 
Hall. (photo by L. Walkins)

Hermione Zhang stands proudly in front of the display of her 
artwork. (photo by L. Walkins)

Beautiful artwork graces the corridors and stairways 
throughout the school on Arts Night. (photos by L. Walkins)
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Serve, Slice, Spike

by Anthony Khoory `19

The SJP tennis teams have come a long way since the 
start of the season. The boys and girls teams began 
practicing in late March, switching interchangeably 
between the school?s courts and the courts at Ringer Park 
behind Rock City Pizza.

The boys' tennis team consisted of 9 boys, most of whom 
are freshmen and juniors, along with two seniors, Luis 
Colina-Garcia `16 and Gianluca Giani `16. The boys 
redeemed their early 2-5 record with a plan for success. 
At the beginning of the season, both players and coaches 
identified a few areas that needed improvement. A large 
one, pointed out by Coach Faherty and several team 
members, was the team?s tendency to hit the ball straight 
to the opponent; this in turn allows the opponent to easily 
angle the ball in another direction to make our player run 
far to reach it. 

The team also worked on improving their level of  
confidence. Just because the first game is lost, does not 
mean all hope is lost as well!  In one match, Elias 
Vollmer `17 was able to bounce back from a 1-5 deficit to 
capture an 8-6 win; he believed in himself and dug deep.  
Captains, Dante Salvucci `17 and Gianluca Giani, also 
set this example of perseverance.  

Giving featured lessons on specific skills, Mr. Roberts 
often came by practice to teach and support the team. 
Along with Coach Faherty, Coach O?Leary, he 
contributed his knowledge of the game with insight on 
whatever question the players may have had at any time. 

Composed of 18 players, mainly freshmen and juniors  
(like the boys), with senior captain Nikki Nguyen `16, the 
girls' tennis team has grown in size and skill since last 
year. Ms. Beach, the coach, contended that her girls were 
extremely strong in the volley position, at the net; she 
argued that they were ?super-aggressive at the net and 
won a lot of points from that position." She fervently 
believes in conditioning, declaring that the team must be 

physically stronger with ?more stamina than the other 
team? in order to win. 

Strong doubles teams like Audrey McDonough `17 and 
junior captain Emily Taranto `17 snatched many wins, 
?which is really great for a doubles team,?  Ms. Beach 
remarked. 

Nikki won her matches quite consistently as well, around 
eighty percent of all that she played. Aleksandra 
Chr istie `19 brought herself into the second singles spot, 
with Annie McElroy `19 just behind her in third singles. 

New to tennis, Annie said, ?It's a little nerve-wracking, 
because I?m actually playing as a freshman who has no 
prior experience.?  She overcame her initial struggles, 
learning how to serve correctly and use proper footing, 
realizing how important these skills are for her stroke. She 
said, ?I really like tennis. Everyone on the team is really 
supportive.? 

Congratulations to both teams on their steady 
improvement throughout the season!

SPORTS

CLUBS

Student photographers exper iment with new 
techniques

by Nailah Khoory `18

Spanish teacher, Ms. Bacon, revived the Photography 
Club this year.  She mentored student photographers after 
school. During their meetings, members practiced new 
techniques and shot some impressive photos. 

In December, the club took a field trip to Quincy Market 
in Boston with a particular challenge in mind. Each 
young photographer made a selection from a deck of 
cards to receive specific instructions on how to take a 
series of pictures. 

Junior Cayleigh McMullen?s challenge was to include 
part of herself in the picture to make the audience feel as 
if they were there. In one photo, her hand is outstretched 
almost welcoming us into the shot. 

Emily Taranto `17 took a picture of a light post from the 
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FEATURES

The Mole Tunnels through BU

by Nailah Khoory 

The Mole, SJP?s very own robot, dug holes through the 
competition at BU in early April. 

The robot's sneaky name was chosen for a couple reasons. 
First, moles are swift and sometimes go unnoticed. 
Second, the robot has mind-blowing mechanisms that 
were strategically chosen. Although The Mole did not 
rank high enough for alliance selections, this robot 
certainly will not be forgotten. 

Team 1965 was the only team present at the FIRST 
competition to have 3D-printed tread and suspension 
parts. The tank treads created smoother movements for 
The Mole, and since there was rough terrain on the 
playing field, treads were a better option than wheels. The 
suspension system was also all student-designed and 
printed. The robot benefited from the hard work of the 3D 
printing sub-team. Kelli Aquino `18, a key member of the 
group, commented,"It was a lot of work to design, print, 
and assemble the treads and suspension, but when I saw 
The Mole at work on the playing field, I knew the 
tiresome weekends in the lab paid off."

Scaling was another challenge during this year's 
competition. The Mole's tape measure scaler creatively 
accomplished the task. While it was not always successful, 
the spectators in Agganis Arena sat on the edge of their 
seats every time the drive team attempted to climb the 
enemy tower. 

The ball intake mechanism took many months to design. 
Team 1965 brainstormed and proto-typed multiple times 
in order to have the most effective and cost efficient 
mechanism. The ball gets sucked in through the flywheels 
and it is stored in the robot. When it is time to shoot the 
ball straight, the flaps reverse at the control of the driver. 

However, maybe the most important part of robot is its 
programming. The Mole had two different modes for

(continued on page 7)

hip.  A different angle may prove to be the perspective we 
need to look at certain situations.  

Clara Ribeiro '17 was supposed to take  a ?close up? 
picture. She commented that ?photography club has helped 
her shape the way she views the world now.?

Similarly, Yilin Lu '17, remarked, "Photography leads me 
to find the hidden beauty in my life."

A freshman, Mark Yan, took a particularly inspiring photo 
of a man in a wheelchair beside a lamp. Ms. Bacon said it 
reminds her of a ?beacon of hope.? 

Ms. Bacon intended for this challenge to encourage 
students to look at the world from a different angle and to 
think outside of the box. 

Next year, Ms. Bacon hopes to have the photographers try 
out even more creative techniques, in particular a light 
painting activity.  She also plans to have the club take more 
field trips and wants to display the students' work at Arts 
Night.

Cayleigh McMullen 
(left) and Yilin Lu 
(below) capture 
distinctive Boston 
architecture from 
imaginative angles in 
these photos.

Correction: In the March 2016  print issue,  we inadvertently omitted Sam 
Wu's name from the article "Multicolored Cultures" when reporting on the 
video about China.  The article was subsequently updated online to read, 
"Joe Shi `17 and Sam Wu `18 presented a video about Chinese culture, 
featuring a rap song Joe wrote and performed. "
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The Mole (continued from page 6)

transportation and completing tasks. The first was 
automonous mode which lasted fifteen seconds. The drive 
team could not manually control the robot at this time. For 
the rest of the match, drivers maneuvered The Mole around 
the field and across enemy defenses. 

Finally, Game Strategy leader, Raphael Hanna, '17 offered 
some thoughtful words, saying, "We need to figure out 
which plan of action to take that will lead us to victory, in 
the game, and in the real world."

Team 1965's Mole in action at the FIRST  Regional Robotics 
Competition. (photos by Nailah Khoory)

Sarah Murphy `16 and Anna Daher `16 take part in 
the candle lighting ceremony as new members are 
welcomed into the National Honor Society.  This 
year's NHS Induction was held on Thursday, May 19 
in the Holy Family Chapel. Read more about the 
National Honor Society Induction on the SJP website.

Chr istopher Elize `16 and Elizabeth Watts `16 were 
crowned Prom King and Queen on May 14 at the 
Cambridge Hyatt on the Charles River.  The royal 
couple and their classmates danced the night away 
while enjoying the stunning view from the ballroom.  
Read more about the Prom on the SJP website.

SJP ONLINE

(www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535)

http://www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535
http://www.saintjosephprep.org/page.cfm?p=535
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Congratulations to the Class of 2016!

Our graduating seniors have gained acceptance to colleges and universities across the country!  We wish them well as they look 
forward to Commencement on June 2 and then beginning the next chapter of their academic lives at one of these fine schools!


