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What are You Reading? 

Mr. Secor is currently reading 
Between The World And Me 
by Ta-Nehisi Coates.  He has shared 
his thoughts on this powerful 
biography below: 
  
I’m currently reading a story about 
an African American man named 
Ta-Nehisi Coates, who is writing to 
his son about his own life.  
Beginning with his childhood in 
Baltimore during the late 1980s, he 
writes about his college years at 
Howard University (which he calls 
his “Mecca”), and then moves on 
into his adult life.   

It is a wonderfully written narrative 
about his personal struggles with 
racism in America.  Ta- Nehisi's 
journey takes him to the historic 
Civil War battlefields, to Chicago’s 
south side, and to Paris.  My family 
and I have visited the battlefields of 
Gettysburg, and I recall how 
powerful that experience was for 
us.   

Ta- Nehisi's teachings have helped 
me to see and appreciate his world 
in a different light.  I highly 
recommend reading this book. 

NOTES FROM THE LC

Read, Imagine, Discover and Learn in the Saint Joseph Prep Learning Commons!

Mr. Kearns tutors Algebra and Geometry students several days throughout the 
cycle. (photo by L. Walkins) 

The New MLA Format
In an effort to “rethink documentation for the digital 
age,” the Modern Language Association has revised 
and simplified the citation rules.  Some or all of nine 
core elements will appear in a properly constructed 
citation.  These elements are: Author, Title of Source, 
Title of Container, Other Contributors, Version, 
Number, Publisher, Publication Date and Location.   

The MLA Handbook (eighth edition) contains a 
handy practice template to aid researchers in 
creating complete citations. Please encourage your 
students to use these new rules for all of their Works 
Cited pages.  They should not depend on Easybib or 

another citation generator to cite their resources. The 
Purdue Online Writing Lab page has been updated to reflect the new rules, 
so if students have any questions, they can consult Purdue OWL. 

Some changes to keep in mind: 

• Including the city of publication for print resources is no longer required. 

• Including the resource medium (print or web) is no longer required. 

• MLA recommends including the URL (Location) for online resources. 

• MLA recommends including the Date Accessed for online resources. 
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What’s New in Our Collection  
Historical Fiction 

The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica 
Hesse 

Niccolo Rising by Dorothy Dunnett 

Mexico by James A. Michener 

The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa 
Gregory 

The Dante Club by Matthew Pearl 

Galileo’s Daughter by Dava Sobel 

To Stay Alive by Skila Brown 

The Samurai’s Wife by Laura Joh 
Rowland 

Juba! by Walter Dean Myers 

Freedom Songs by Trina Robbins 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

Book Club members, Helen Miao `19, Annie 

McElroy `19, Sophia Pappas `19 and Yilin Lu `17, 

gathered in the Collaboration Café to discuss the 

mystery novels of Mary Higgins Clark.

What’s Happening in the Book Clubs


On January 31, the student’s Book Club met to talk about the mysteries of 
Mary Higgins Clark. We each read a different novel by “the queen of 
suspense.”  Reviews were mixed.  Some of the readers felt there was too 
much romance and not enough mystery. Yilin astutely observed that 
Clark’s style is particularly suited for women readers.  For our March 
meeting, we are switching genres to science fiction with Douglas Adams’ 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. 

The parents and faculty in the Parents’ Book Club enjoyed a lively 
conversation about the suspenseful best-seller The Woman in Cabin 10 by 
Ruth Ware on January 26.  Overall, the story kept us engaged and turning 
the pages, but we did not really connect with the heroine, Laura.  On 
March 2, we will meet again to discuss Fredrick Backman’s fanciful novel, 
My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry.  Please join us if you 
can!

Spotlight on Google Arts and Culture

The Google Cultural Institute has assembled a webpage (and app) 
devoted to arts and culture collections from around the world. Online 
visitors can view artwork and photos, read stories, take virtual tours or 
explore collections, easily sharing by email or social media whatever 
strikes their fancy with their friends. The collections are organized into 
categories including Your Daily Digest, Stories of the Day and Featured 
Projects. 

Clicking on a link under Stories of the Day led me to a display of historic 
photographs titled Picturing England. Next, I viewed a series of scientific 
illustrations of flora and fauna from Drexel University. I also took a virtual 
tour of the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles.  Browsing through all the site has to 
offer may pique your students’ curiosity on countless eclectic topics! 

During Mid-Terms Week the teachers found a quiet sanctuary in the Learning 

Commons to correct exams. (photo by L. Walkins)


